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Abstract

The current study aimed to identify the effect of using the cognitive
acceleration strategy on developing the critical thinking skills of first-year
secondary school students. The study relied on both the descriptive and
experimental approaches, as they were appropriate for the study's purposes. The
primary study sample consisted of an experimental sample of 33 female students
and a control sample of 33 female students. The researcher prepared a list of critical
thinking skills necessary for first-year secondary school students. She also
prepared a critical thinking skills test for first-year secondary school students. A
teacher's guide was created, in which the topics of selected texts were formulated
using the cognitive acceleration strategy. The researcher also prepared a student's
book, in which the topics of selected texts were formulated using the cognitive
acceleration strategy. The results were processed using the SPSS statistical
program, version 16.
The study reached the following results:

- There were statistically significant differences between the average scores of
students in the experimental group on the pre- and post-test critical thinking test,
with the t-value reaching (17.922), which is statistically significant in favor of the
post-test.

There are statistically significant differences between the average scores of
students in the experimental and control groups on the post-test of the critical
thinking test, with the t-value reaching (28.578), a statistically significant value in
favor of the experimental group

Keywords: strategy, Cognitive acceleration, critical thinking
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