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Personality Traits and Cognitive Styles Monitoring the Attitudes of
Teachers, Supervisors, School Principals toward the Roles of School in
Students’ Moral Development

By

Maysa Fadel Abou-Messalam
Researcher in the National Center of
Educational Examinations and Evaluation

Introduction:

Children were born with neither ethics nor basic cognitive skills (reading-
writing-math). If communities spend too much money on constructing
buildings, purchasing provisions and equipments, it is more worthy to spend
money on human development. Human being is the essence of development
in any community. Comprehensive development is based on developing the
individuals’ values since their childhood. It is our children’s right to instill in
them positive values to prepare them for the future. School is one of the most
important institutions that are responsible for developing values in any
community.

Purpose of the Study:

The present study aims at identifying the attitudes of some samples of
teachers, school principals, and educational supervisors toward the most
appropriate ways that the school could use to activate its role in fulfilling the
moral development of its students. The study also investigated whether these
attitudes, as reflected by their responses, differ according to the job (teacher-
educational supervisor- school principal), some personality traits (locus of
control: internal vs. external), or cognitive styles of the subjects (field -
dependent vs. field independent- impulsive vs. reflective).

Problem of the Study:

The problem of the study is identified in answering the following main
question:

What are the attitudes of teachers, school principals, and educational
supervisors toward the most appropriate ways that the school could use to
activate its role in fulfilling the moral development of its students? Do these
attitudes differ according to their personality traits and cognitive styles?

Results of the Study:
* The three approaches of moral development are of equal importance for
activating the school role in fulfilling the moral development of its
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students. It is important to look at them as integrated approaches, rather
than alternative or conflicting ones.

e There are no differences in the sample population’s attitudes including the
three groups (teachers-supervisors-principals) toward these approaches in
general. This assures the importance of adopting these approaches in an

integrated way by school to activate its role to achieve the students’ moral
development.

e The preferred cognitive styles of the sample population are correlated with
their attitudes toward moral development approaches in general.

e The study results did not indicate any prevalence of the study sample’s
attitudes of any given cognitive style toward a certain moral development
approach in a way that can be generalized in any of the three samples
(teachers-supervisors-principals).
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