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COPING STRATEGIES WITH MARITAL VIOLENCE AND ITS
RELATIONSHIP WITH SOME SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES
AMONG MARRIED WOMEN
OF THE GAZA STRIP

Dr. Sufiari Abu Nijaila,
Associate Professor of Psychology,
Faculty of Education, Al-Azhar University of Gaza
SUMMARY: '

This study aims to identify the most prevalent coping strategies with
marital violence among women in the Gaza Strip. Besides that, it seeks to
explore the correlations between women's coping strategies, and the forins
and severity of marital violence. The relationship between women's coping
strategies with marital violence and some sociodemographic variables is also
examined in this study.

Therefore, six major hypotheses and twenty seven sub-hypotheses are
Jormulated. For proving these hypotheses and sub-hypotheses, we selected a
random sample consisted of 831 married women from the different regions of
the Gaza Strip. The researcher developed two scales for this study. The first
is the Wife Abuse Scale; it was developed to measure the various forms of
marital violence and comprised of 149 items. The second scale is that of Wife
Coping Strategies with Marital Violence. It consisted of 61 items and has ten
subscales.

The data collected are then subjected to statistical analysis and r« vealed
the following results: the most frequently used coping strategies with marital
violence among wives are negotiation, endurance and compliance, fatalism
and engagement in religious activities, and self-condolence, respectively. Our
analysis indicated significant positive correlations between the various forms
of marital violence and women's coping strategies except for the negotiation
strategy. There were significant differences between all women's coping
strategies, except that of negotiation, and the severity of marital violence.
The study further revealed that the socio-demographic variables that affect
women's coping strategies with marital violence can be classified into three
groups by their degree of effect as follows: 1) the group of socio-
demographic variables with strong to medium effects includes family
economic level, husband's level of education, husband's job, wife's consent
fo marriage, wife's level of education, and number of rooms for the wife's
own family's use only; 2) the group of socio-demographic variables with
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" small to very small effects includes place of residence, kinship between
husband and wife, duration of marriage, wife's job, current age of husband, -
the life/death of mother-in-law, number of sons and daughters, and number
of residents at the house at the present time; 3) the group of socio-
demographic variables with no effect includes current age of wife, age of
wife at marriage, living with mother-in-law in the same house, living in a
separate house or in the house of the extended family; and the wife's
indigenous status (indigenous or refugee).
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