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. Life Meaning in a Sample of Unemployed University
Graduates and its Relationship with Values and
Hostility

Fawkia Radi
Department of Educational Psychology, Faculty of Education, Mansoura
University, Mansoura, Egypt

Abstract

This study aimed at examining whether there were differences in life
meaning (achievement, relationships, religion, self — transcendence, self-
acceptance, intimacy and fair treatment) between employed and unemployed
university graduates, and identifying the effect of gender and duration of
unemployment on life meaning, and also identifying the relationships
between life meaning of unemployed university graduates and values &
hostility. Sample of the study consisted of (452) Egyptian university
graduates (MA. 27.206, SD.4.925). Participants responded to Life Meaning,
Scale. Values Inventory and Hostility Scale (prepared by the researcher).
Results of the study showed that there were statistically significant
differences between employed and unemployed university graduates in life
meaning in favor of the former. There were statistically significant
differences between male and female unemployees in life meaning in favor of
the females. There were also statistically significant differences between
unemployees for less than five years and those with five years and more in
life meaning in favor of the former. There were statistically significant
positive relationships between unemployees' life meaning and values
(achievement, belonging, concern for the environment, concern for others,
creativity, financial prosperity, health and activity, humility, independence,
loyalty to family or group, scientific understanding, privacy, responsibility
and spirituality) whereas statistically significant negative relationships were
found between unemployees’ life meaning and hostility.
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