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Reproduction of Intangible Cultural Heritage
The Phenomenon of Glorifying Al-Awliya (holy
persons) as a Model

Abstract
This research aims to identify how the intangible

cultural heritage continues to be alive by performing its
functions and reproduces some of its elements through
processes. The most important elements are frequency,
retrieval, addition by creativity and renovation, borrowing
or deleting existing elements, and adding new ones to
make the phenomenon more suitable for living reality.

To achieve this aim, the choice of the subject of the
belief in Al-Awliya (holy persons) was the subject of the
Master's thesis by the author in 1981 and published in
2014. In 2009, the conducted an exploratory study of the
same community Al-Khalifa district in with some of
shrines were previously studied. These are the shrines of
Alsayeda Nafisa, Alsayeda Sukayna, Alsayeda Ruqqgaya,
Imam al-Shafie and "Al-Sheikh Ashraf" child wali (holy
child).

The problem of the research is to try to observe the

most important features of the persistence of the
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phenomenon, and identify the most important factors,

processes and mechanisms of reproduction. The research,
In its theoretical part, relies on the issues of the theory of
the reproduction of heritage. In its methodological part, the
research is based on the anthropological approach with its
tools, the most important of which are observation and in-
depth interviews.

The research provides monitoring and theoretical
analysis of certain practices associated with the shrines.
The writing plan is to follow these practices: religious,
economic, recreational and therapeutic functions, with
quick references to the social and political ones. In each
function, specific topics are selected. The topics of
visitation and karamat (miracles) Al-Awliya were chosen
from religious activities. Among the economic activities
are nuzour (alms) and providing services to visitors, with
attention to some recreational, therapeutic, social and
political activities.

Key words: Cultural Heritage — Karamat (miracles) Al-

Awliya (holy persons) — Religious Activities
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