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Abstract :

This study was carried out to shed light on UAE mothers’ beliefs
about the main factors that influence their children's safety and
security. It set out to delineate the major precaution measures mothers
took to insure their children’ safety and security.

A sample of 115 mothers from UAE major cities participated in the
study. '

Results showed that 97% of the mothers were concerned about their
children’s security. 99% of mothers expressed their anxiety about their
children’s safety. 93% of them believed that crime against children
was increasing. '

There were many sources from which mothers’ got information. The
main source was different mass media , about 70% overall
(newspapers, 80.9%; periodical, 64.3 %; television, 53 %, and radio,
26,1 %). Other sources were personal (friends, 55,7%; neighbors
38.3%). The other source can be considered as official specialized
sources, namely, Lectures and forums, security reports, and road and
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traffic weekly campaigns usually led by security and police
departments.

Mothers believed that there were many factors that influence
children’s safety and security. Mothers’ agreement on these were in
the following order of importance: Educational and psychological

(82.6%) health (76.9%), crime (87,82%), media (84.1%), home

(73.04%), road and traffic (87.82%), and social (85.9%).

Mothers took different measure to insure their children’ safety and
security. They undertook two set of measures; namely practical and
behavioral (86.64%), educational and guidance (76.47%,).

The research tried to find out whether there were any relationship
between the mothers’ beliefs about children security and safety with
the precaution measures they undertook. There were no significant
correlation between beliefs and practical precautions that mothers
undertook to protect their children. One exception, albeit very weak
correlation, 0.19 at .039, was their precautions taken to insure their
children’s health safety.

The study ended by giving some recommendauon as implications of
the research. Those related to devising programmes geared towards
children’s safety and ways and means to insure and safeguard it.
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