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Abstract

Acrylamide represents an industrial chemical and has
become one of the main public health concerns since it
was detected in extensively consumed food items. The
present study was planned to investigate the effects of two
doses of acrylamide on some enzyme activities and
immunoreactivity of some immunohistochemical
parameters in kidney cortex of male rats. Rats were
randomly divided equally into three groups.  Group (I)
was control, group (II) was given  acrylamide for 6
months orally in a dose of 0.05 mg/ /Kg dissolved in
water for 3 doses per week and group (III) was
administered acrylamide in a dose of 0.5 mg by the same
way as in group II. At the end of the experiment all
animals were sacrificed under anesthesia, kidney was
immediately removed and processed for histochemical
and immunohistochemical studies. The results revealed
that the activities of lactic dehydrogenase (LDH) and
xanthine oxidoreductase (XOR) were significantly
increased, while succinic dehydrogenase (SDH) activity
was decreased significantly compared to control group.
On the other hand, immunohistochemical results showed
that acrylamide significantly reduced the
immunoreactions of endothelial nitric oxide synthase (e-
NOS) in addition to significant increase in
immunoreactivity of inducible nitric oxide synthase (i-
NOS) and insignificant increase in alpha smooth muscle
actin (α-SMA) with respect to control group. Over all,
these results suggested that the deleterious effect in

kidney tissue resulted from oral administration of
acrylamide, most probably due to oxidative stress and
lipid peroxidation.
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1 Introduction
Acrylamide or 2-propenamide (ACR) an industrial

chemical formed in some foods particularly starchy foods
during heating process such as baking, frying and
roasting. High acrylamide levels were found in fried or
baked starchy foods such as cereals, biscuits, French fries
and potato chips (Tareke et al., 2002).
ACR is formed in foods by the reaction of the free amino

acid, asparagines, with reducing sugars (glucose and/or
fructose) as part of the Maillard reaction during heating
under high temperature and low moisture conditions
(Krishnakumar and Visvanathan, 2014). ACR

administration caused disturbances in the oxidative status
and enzyme activities in the liver of rat which were
pronounced with the high doses (Teodor et al 2011). Mice
were administrated IP  with ACR in a dose of 40 mg/kg
b.w/ d for 5days induced significant oxidative damage in
the brain cortex and liver as evidenced by elevated lipid
peroxidation, reactive oxygen species (ROS) and protein
carbonyls. The authors attributed these effects to lowered
antioxidant activities including antioxidant enzymes
(catalase, glutathione-s-transferase) and reduced
glutathione (GSH) compared to untreated controls
(George et al., 2013).
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ACR induced oxidative stress on membrane
polyunsaturated fatty acids in rat's stomach, liver and
kidney after supplemented with 0.05% ACR in drinking
water for forty day (Sadek, 2012).
Oxidative stress has a critical role in the pathophysiology
of several kidney diseases, and many complications of
these diseases are mediated by oxidative stress, oxidative
stress-related mediators, and inflammation. The well
known ROS are superoxide ion (O2 •−), hydrogen
peroxide (H2O2) and peroxyl radical (OH•), while the
reactive nitrogen species (RNS) are nitric oxide (NO) and
peroxynitrite (ONOO−) (Balaban et al 2005). Oxidative
stress is mainly linked to mitochondrial dysfunction, as
mitochondria are either generators or targets for reactive
species (Murphy , 2009) and peroxisomal fatty acid,
cytochrome P-450, and phagocytic cells (Balaban et al.,
2005).
The kidney is an organ highly susceptible to damage
caused by ROS, likely due to the abundance of long chain
polyunsaturated fatty acids in the composition of renal
lipids. Oxidative stresses have become one of the most
popular topics in research of molecular mechanism of
renal diseases. (Ozbek, 2012).
Succinic dehydrogenase (SDH) is a key enzyme in the

Krebs cycle and the activity level of which shows the
degree of the activity of mitochondria ( Nakatani et al.,
1999). Succinic dehydrogenase (SDH) oxidizes succinate
to fumarate as a component of the tricarboxylic acid cycle
and ubiquinone to ubiquinol in the mitochondrial electron
transport chain ( Huang and Millar, 2013).

Lactate dehydrogenase (LDH) is a terminal glycolytic
enzyme that plays an indispensable role in the inter-
conversion of pyruvate to lactate to yield energy under
anaerobic (Kavanagh et al., 2004) and the reaction occurs
in both cytosolic and mitochondrial compartments
(Tabouy et al., 1998)
Xanthine oxidoreductase exists in two functionally
distinct forms; xanthine oxidase (XO) and xanthine
dehydrogenase (XDH). Under normal conditions, the
larger part of the enzyme occurs as an NAD (+)-dependent
dehydrogenase form which produces NADH and urate.
The dehydrogenase can be transformed under various
pathophysiological conditions to an oxygen-dependent
oxidase form which produces oxygen radicals and/or
hydrogen peroxide and urate  (Frederiks and Marx
,1993).
Smooth muscle actin (SMA) is a microfilamentous
contractile protein. Alpha-smooth muscle actin (α-SMA)
is the actin isoform that predominates within vascular
smooth-muscle cells and plays an important role in
fibrogenesis (Cherng et al., 2008) and correlates with the
activation of myofibroblasts (Micili et al.,  2013).
Chronic nephrotoxicity is characterized by irreversible
interstitial fibrosis, which usually leads to impaired renal
function (Burdmann et al., 2003).
Nitric oxide (NO) radicals are recognized as important
mediators in various physiological and pathophysiological
processes. NO radicals are synthesized from L-arginine
by nitric oxide synthase (NOS) of which three isoforms

can be distinguished: (1) neuronal or brain NOS (nNOS,
type I), (2) inducible NOS (iNOS, type II), and (3)
endothelial NOS (eNOS, type III) (Moncada and Higgs,
1993). Physiologically, NO is important not only in the
regulation of renal hemodynamics but also in the
regulation of renal tubular function ( Radermacher, et al.,
1992 ). High levels of NO produced by iNOS have been
implicated in the renal dysfunction/injury associated with
either renal ischemia/reperfusion injury (Yokozawa et al.
,1999) or during endotoxic and hemorrhagic shock
(Thiemermann et al., 1995 and McDonald et al., 2001). In
addition, the cytotoxic ONOO− lead to increased renal
injury which might damage the tubular cells resulting in
renal failure (Walker et al., 2000). eNOS- derived NO has
been known to have a pivotal role in the modulation of
vascular tone and function (Zhang et al., 2009). eNOS
was mainly indicated to be associated with cell death
(Hellberg et al., 1998).
The current study was designed to perceive the harmful
effect of chronic intake of acrylamide on some
histochemical and immunohistochemical parameters in
kidney cortex of male rats.

2 Materials and Methods

This study was carried out in accordance with the
protocol of Laboratory Animal Unit of Medical Research
Institute, Alexandria University concerning with guiding
principles for biomedical research involving animals.
The current study was applied on 30 adult male albino
rats weighing 130-150 g obtained from the Laboratory
Animal Unit, Medical Research Institute, Alexandria
University. They were kept under the same laboratory
conditions of 20–25 0C and 12 h light–dark cycle and
given free access to standard food and water. Rats were
then randomly divided equally into 3 groups. Group I: ten
rats were served as normal control. Group II: ten rats were
administered acrylamide (Sigma Chemical Company)
orally by gastric tube in a dose of 0.05 mg, dissolved in
water /Kg body weight for 3 doses, every other day, per
week for 6 months (Hassan, 2005). Group III: ten rats
were administered acrylamide in a dose of 0.5 mg by the
same way as in group II.
At the end of the experiment, all animals were sacrificed
under anesthesia.  Kidney was immediately removed and
divided into 2 parts; one part was fixed in 10% neutral
buffered formalin for preparing paraffin sections and the
other part was used as frozen cryostat sections. Then the
following studies were performed:

Enzyme Histochemical Studies
For all enzymes histochemical reactions 10 μm-thick
fresh frozen cryostat sections were used. Stained sections
from all studied groups were compared with their
negative control sections which were obtained by using
incubating medium without substrate.
Succinic  dehydrogenase (SDH): It was studied

according to the method of Pearse (1972). Frozen sections
were incubated for 1 hour at 37oC in a medium
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containing: 1 ml 0.2M sodium succinate, 2.5 ml 0.2 M tris
buffer pH 7.4, 1 ml 0.05 M magnesium chloride, 10 mg
nitroblue tetrazolium, 3 ml disilled water. Sections were
then fixed in 15% formal- saline for 15 minutes, washed
in running water, dried and mounted in glycerin jelly.
Lactic dehydrogenase (LDH): For demonstration of
lactic dehydrogenase,
frozen sections were incubated for one hour at 37oC  in a
medium containing :1 ml 0.1M sodium lactate, 2.5 ml 0.2
M tris buffer pH 7.4, 1 ml 0.05 M magnesium chloride,
10 mg nitroblue tetrazolium, 3 ml disilled water and 10
mg nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide. Sections were then
fixed in 15% formal- saline for 15 minutes, washed in
running water, dried and mounted in glycerin jelly (
Pearse, 1972).
Xanthine oxidoreductase (XOR): Demonstration of
xanthine oxidoreductase activity was performed  by
incubating frozen sections  for 20 minutes at 370C with
media containing 18%  (w/v) polyvinyl alcohol , 0.1
mol/L of phosphate buffer, pH 8.0; 5 mmol/L of nitro
blue tetrazolium; 0.45 mmol/L of 1-methoxyphenazine
methosulfate; and 0.5 mmol/L of hypoxanthine. Negative
Control sections were obtained by incubation in the
absence of hypoxanthine. After incubation, sections were
washed in 0.1 mol/L of phosphate buffer, pH 5.3, at 60oC
to stop the reaction immediately and to rinse off the
viscous media. Sections were embedded in glycerol jelly
(Kooij et al., 1991).

Immunohistochemical studies:
Immunohistochemical studies of alpha smooth muscle
actin (α-SMA), endothelial nitric oxide synthase (eNOS)
and inducible nitric oxide synthase (iNOS) in kidney
sections were performed according to the following
technique:
Formalin fixed paraffin sections of 4μ thick were brood
onto coated glass slides. Sections were deparaffinized in
xylene, rehydrated and rinsed in phosphate buffered
saline (PBS). Sections were incubated in 3% H202 in
methanol for 10 minutes to inhibit endogenous
peroxidase activity, and blocked with nonspecific
staining blocking reagent. Sections were incubated
overnight at 40C with anti-α-SMA antibody (mouse
monoclonal antibody-diluted 1:100; Sigma) (Skalli et al.,
1986), or with anti-eNOS antibody (rabbit polyclonal -2

g/mL diluted in PBS with 1.5% normal goat serum ;
BioGen, RB-9279-R7, USA) (Lamas et al, 1992) or with
anti-iNOS antibody (rabbit polyclonal at 1:100 dilution,
ab15323) (Goto et al., 1995). For the negative controls,
PBS was used in place of the primary antibody. After
incubation, sections were processed according to the
standard immunoperoxidase method, using a streptavidin
biotin peroxidase complex kit (Sigma Co). The
immunohistochemical reaction was then developed and
stained with diaminobenzidine chromogen solution
“DAB” (Sigma). Sections were counter- stained with

hematoxylin, dehydrated, cleared, and mounted with
DPX.

Image analysis
Five digital images of kidney sections from each studied
group were analyzed with a semi-quantitative scoring
system (Image J software, Java based application for
analyzing images). For both histochemical and
immunohistochemical reactions, the colored stained area
according to each reaction was examined. The mean
percentage of stained area per field area was calculated.
The percentage of area occupied by each enzyme reaction
as well as total immunostained (brown) was determined
according to the following equation, area % = (stained
area /total image area) × 100.
Data which obtained by image analysis was expressed in

(Mean. ± SD) and was compared using F (ANOVA) test.
Significant between groups was done using Post Hoc test
(LSD) and the significant level was defined at p ≤ 0.05.

3 Results

Histochemical results

Succinic dehydrogenase (SDH) activity was observed as
fine bluish violet formazan   granules distributed in the
cytoplasm of epithelial cells in proximal and distal
convoluted tubules in kidney cortex referring to
mitochondria. Examined kidney sections showed strong
homogenously distributed SDH activity in normal kidney
tubules as well as moderate and weak  activity after low
and high doses of acrylamide administration respectively
(Figure 1).
Lactic dehydrogenase (LDH) activity was seen as violet
staining granules pronounced in the cytoplasm of
epithelial cells of proximal and distal convoluted tubules
in kidney cortex. Normal sections exhibited evenly
distributed weak enzyme activity in kidney tubules. After
acrylamide administration, the increment in LDH activity
was dose dependent; revealed moderate and strong
(Figure 2).

Xanthine oxidoreductase (XOR) activity was observed as
fine blue granules in kidney tubules with weak intensity
in sections of control animals. After acrylamide
administration, kidney sections revealed moderate and
strong enzyme activity after low and high doses
respectively (Figure 3).

The changes in enzymes' activities in the three studied
groups as analyzed by Image J which represented by the
mean of area percentage are summarized figure (4). The
results recorded a significant decrease in the mean of area
percentage   of SDH after administration with low (22.26 ±
3.12) and high (19.77 ± 2.54) doses of acrylamide with
respect to the control (29.38 ± 3.57) at p ≤ 0.05 . However
the activity of LDH recorded a significant increase in
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Figure 1: Photomicrographs of the kidney cortex sections showing (SDH) activity in tubular cells. a) strong activity
(↑) in proximal tubules (PT) in control kidney, b) moderate activity in  group II and c) diminished enzyme

activity (↑) in distal (DT) and proximal tubules (PT) in  group III . (Bar= 50μm)

Figure 2: Photomicrographs of kidney cortex sections showing LDH activity; a) Evenly distributed weak LDH
activity () in the epithelial cells of the proximal (PT) and distal tubules (DT) in control kidney sections, b)
Irregular coarse granules of enzyme with moderate activity () in proximal tubules (PT) in kidney sections
of group II, and c) Strong enzyme activity () in proximal tubules (PT) in kidney sections of group III. (Bar
= 50 μm)

Figure 3: Photomicrographs of the kidney cortex sections showing xanthine oxidoreductase ; a). Weak enzyme
activity (↑) in proximal (PT) and distal tubules (DT) in control kidney sections, (b) moderate coarse granules
of enzyme  activity (↑) in proximal tubules (PT) of  kidney sections of group II and (c) strong enzyme
activity (↑) in proximal tubules (PT) of kidney sections in group III. (Bar = 50 μm)
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Figure 4: Bar graph showing different enzymes' activities represented by mean of area percentage in the three
studied groups

mean area percentage after high dose of acrylamide
(39.86 ± 7.06) as compared with low dose (27.99 ± 3.77)
and control (20.77 ± 5.27) at p ≤ 0.05 .The high dose of
acrylamide revealed significant increase in mean of area
percentage of XOR activity (35.24 ± 6.51) as compared
with each of low dose (23.15 ± 4.26) and control (19.17 ±
3.76) at p ≤ 0.05.

Immunohistochemical results
Immunostaining reaction of α-smooth muscle actin (α-
SMA) was visualized in paraffin kidney sections from all
groups. It was indicated as brown color in vascular
smooth- muscle cells in kidney cortex.  Our results
showed minimal increase in α-SMA expression in kidney
sections after acrylamide administration comparing with
normal control as seen in figure (5).

Immunohistochemical expression of endothelial nitric
oxide synthase (eNOS) in the kidney cortex was seen as
brown staining color in cytoplasm of proximal and distal
tubules and no reaction staining in glomeruli. Control
sections revealed moderate immunoreactivity in
cytoplasm of most proximal and distal tubules. Weak
positivity of e-NOS expression was recorded in tubular
cytoplasm of kidney sections after acrylamide
administration (Figure 6).

Immunohistochemical expression of inducible nitric oxide
synthase (i-NOS) in kidney cortex was observed as brown
stain in proximal tubular epithelial cells. Moderate
immunostaining of  i-NOS was found in control sections
as well as after low dose of acrylamide and strong i-NOS

immunoexpression was recorded after high dose of
acrylamide (Figure 7).

The changes in the expressions of immunoreactions of α-
SMA, e-NOS and i-NOS in the three studied groups as
analyzed by Image J which represented by the mean of
area percentage were summarized in figure (8).

The mean area percentage of brown-stained
immunoreaction of α-SMA showed no significant
difference (p > 0.05) after acrylamide administration with
low (9.79 ± 1.62) and high dose (10.33 ± 2.12) as
compared with control (9.10 ± 1.54).

Moreover, the mean area percentage of e-NOS
immunoreactivity declared statistically significant lower
immunoreaction (p ≤ 0.05) in kidney sections of low dose
(12.97 ± 2.40) and high dose (10.40 ± 1.22) of acrylamide
as compared with control sections (16.54 ± 2.11).
Also the mean area percentage of i-NOS
immunoreactivity revealed higher significant difference
(p ≤ 0.05) after high dose of acrylamide (38.03 ± 6.89) as
compared with each of treated with low dose (27.41 ±
5.73) and control (25.72 ± 4.24).

4 Discussion

It is well known that oxidative stress plays an essential
role in the development of acrylamide nephrotoxicity
(Morsy et al., 2014). Oxidative stress has a critical role in
the pathophysiology of several kidney diseases, and many
complications of these diseases are mediated by oxidative
stress, oxidative stress-related mediators, and
inflammation (Ozbek, 2012).
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role in the development of acrylamide nephrotoxicity
(Morsy et al., 2014). Oxidative stress has a critical role in
the pathophysiology of several kidney diseases, and many
complications of these diseases are mediated by oxidative
stress, oxidative stress-related mediators, and
inflammation (Ozbek, 2012).
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Figure 5:  Photomicrographs of immuno-localization of α-smooth muscle actin in sections of  kidney cortex.
a) Normal expression of α-SMA ↑( ) in vascular smooth muscle cells. b) and c) Minimal proliferation
of  α-SMA expression (↑) in vascular cells in kidney sections of group II and III respectively. (Bar =
50 μm).

Figure 6: Photomicrographs of immuno-localization of endothelial nitric oxide synthase (e-NOS) in
sections of kidney cortex. a) Group I has moderate immunoreactivity in cytoplasm of most proximal
and distal tubules. b) and c): Weak positivity of e-NOS expression in tubular cytoplasm of  kidney
sections in group II and group III respectively. (Bar = 50 μm).

Figure 7: Photomicrographs of immuno-localization of inducible nitric oxide synthase (i-NOS) in sections of kidney
cortex. a) and b) Moderate immunoreactivity in proximal tubular epithelial cells (PT) in groups I and II. c)
Strong immune-reaction in proximal tubules of kidney sections of group III. (Bar = 50 μm).
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Figure 8: Bar graph showing comparison between mean of area percentage of immunoreactions in different
parameters of the three studied groups

Ghareeb (2010) showed that ACR administration
decreased the activities of glutathione (GSH), superoxide
dismutase, and glutathione-S-transferase (GST). On the
other hand, the activities of glutathione peroxidase (GPx)
and catalase activities increased as a consequence of GSH
depletion after ACR exposure. In supporting this study,
Alturfan et al. (2012) and Lakshmi et al. (2012) showed
that in ACR group, GSH levels also decreased
significantly while the malondialdehyde levels,
myeloperoxidase activity and collagen content increased
in the tissues suggesting oxidative organ damage.
Moreover, they reported increase in serum enzyme
activities, cytokine levels and leukocyte late apoptosis.
Several studies in their explanations on the basis that
acrylamide contained in potato chips caused oxidative
stress by inducing the generation of ROS, reducing the
antioxidant defense systems of cells via depleting non
enzymatic antioxidant system (vitamins and glutathione)
and/or increasing susceptibility of cells to oxidative attack
by altering the membrane integrity and fatty acid
composition (Lim et al., 2004 and Lee and Jacobs, 2005
and Jiang et al., 2007).
Our present results showed moderate SDH activity in
kidney tubules after low dose of acrylamide in addition to
diminished enzyme activity in group III treated with high
dose of acrylamide compared with control group which
showed strong activity. This current result is confirmed
by data obtained from our image analysis study which
revealed significant decrease in the mean of area
percentage of SDH in groups II (22.26 ± 3.12) and III

(19.77 ± 2.54) after acrylamide administration as
compared with control group (29.38 ± 3.57).
Along with ubiquinone, SDH is a crucial antioxidant
enzyme in mitochondria controlling superoxide
scavenging activity of the respiratory chain. When
succinate-ubiquinone activity is inhibited, electrons that
would normally transfer through the SDH -B subunit to
the ubiquinone pool are instead transferred to O2 directly
to produce ROS, mainly superoxide anion (Rustin et al.,
2002).
It is well known that proximal tubular cells contain large
numbers of mitochondria and are the most reliant upon
oxidative phosphorylation and most susceptible to
oxidant-induced apoptosis and mutations (Bagnasco et al.,
1985).
SDH activity is an indicator of mitochondrial activity and
any decrease in its activity suggesting mitochondrial
dysfunction (Abraham et al., 2013). Baysal (2006)
declared that decreased SDH activity indicated loss of
inner mitochondrial membrane integrity and the role of
SDH was not only in mitochondrial energy generation,
but also has a role in oxygen sensing.  In accordance, the
present result may be attributed to increased ROS
production and hence oxidative stress suggesting damage
of mitochondria which may contribute to depletion of
SDH activity in acrylamide treated rat kidneys. In this
context, Özturan-Özer et al. (2014) revealed that
acrylamide treatment caused an oxidative stress in a tissue
and ultrastructural modulations were especially detected
in epithelial cells of proximal tubules in kidney induced
as a result of high dose of acrylamide. In sight of those
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findings, they suggested that proximal tubules were on the
way of development of early tissue damage.
With respect to LDH, it is widely distributed throughout
the body and is found at high levels in tissues that utilize
glucose for energy; it is therefore not organ specific. As a
result, an increase in LDH can reflect damage to a number
of different tissues (skeletal or cardiac muscle, kidney,
liver) (DuBose, 2008).

In our present results, LDH activity after acrylamide
treatment revealed irregular distributed coarse granules
with moderate activity after low dose and strong activity
after high dose compared with control group which
showed weak LDH activity. Activity of LDH recorded a
significant increase in mean area percentage of group III
(39.86 ± 7.06) as compared with group II (27.99 ± 3.77)
and control (20.77 ± 5.27) at p ≤ 0.05. This is an adaptive
manner to keep energy production in order to maintain
vital processes inside the cells after cellular injuries.
These results support the study of Reddy et al. (2012),
where the authors showed a significant (p < 0.01)
reduction in the activities of oxidative enzymes succinate
dehydrogenase (SDH), malate dehydrogenase (MDH),
glutamate dehydrogenase (GDH) and isocitrate
dehydrogenase (ICDH), while lactate dehydrogenase
(LDH) activity was significantly (p < 0.01) increased in
diabetic rats.
Xanthine oxidoreductase (XOR) enzyme occurs in most
mammalian tissues, and although it has a broad specificity
for reducing substrates, its conventionally accepted role is
in purine catabolism, catalyzing the oxidation of
hypoxanthine to xanthine and the oxidation of xanthine to
uric acid. Despite XOR has wide tissue distribution, the
enzyme is believed to be largely concentrated in
endothelial and epithelial cells. (Martin et al., 2004).
XOR has been implicated in the development of tissue
oxidative damage in a wide variety of respiratory and
cardiovascular disorders such as acute lung injury,
ischemia reperfusion injury, atherosclerosis, heart failure,
and arterial hypertension (Boueiz et al., 2008). Numerous
inflammatory disorders are associated with elevated
levels of xanthine oxidoreductase (XOR) and allied
enhancement of reactive species formation contributory to
systemic pathology (Cantu-Mdellin and Kelley, 2013).
The reduction products of oxygen are reactive oxygen
species; the main product of the xanthine oxidase reaction
is H2O2 rather than O-

2 (Berry and Hare, 2004).
The current study showed that XOR activity was
observed with weak intensity in control group. After
acrylamide administration, kidney sections revealed
moderate and strong enzyme activity after low and high
doses respectively. A significant increase in mean of area
percentage of XOR activity after high dose of acrylamide
(35.24 ± 6.51) as compared with low dose (23.15 ± 4.26)
and control group (19.17 ± 3.76) at p ≤ 0.05.
The increment in XOR activity could be due to the
development of tissue oxidative damage that caused by
ACR.
Regarding α-SMA, our results showed minimal
proliferation in α-SMA expression in kidney sections of

after acrylamide administration comparing with control.
Mean of area percentage revealed no significant
difference (p > 0.05) after low (9.79 ± 1.62) and high
dose (10.33 ± 2.12) as compared with control (9.10 ±
1.54). These minor changes in α-SMA expression may be
attributed to kidney injury induced by ACR rather than
less extent nephropathy and these findings were in accord
with many previous studies in experimental nephropathy.
The appearance of α -SMA myofibroblasts is not

confined to animal models of nephropathy but  its
detection can be used as a morphological predictor of
progressive disease (Pilmore et al., 2000 and . Mezzano et
al., 2000). In an experimental model of progressive
nephropathy, Abbate et al. (2002) indicated that proximal
tubular cells promote peritubular accumulation of α-
SMA+ cells, either directly and via macrophage mediated
pathways. In a remnant kidney model, investigators
revealed that kidneys from 5/6 subtotal nephrectomy
hypertensive rats showed a 10-fold increase in α -SMA
staining compared to controls (Nutter et al., 2012). In the
kidney tubulointerstitial expression of α-SMA, a
microfilament that marks epithelial-mesenchymal
transition and fibroblast activation, increased significantly
as a result of cyclosporine A -induced
nephrotoxicity (Carlos et al., 2014).

NO derived from NOS plays an important role in renal
function, both under normal and pathophysiological
conditions ( Shoskes & Halloran, 1996 and  Nath and
Norby, 2000).   NO increases renal injury through its
reaction with superoxide radical and generation of a
cytotoxic peroxynitrite which damaged the tubular cells
(Walker, et al., 2000). Superoxide and NO can react to
the powerful oxidant and nitrating agent peroxynitrite
(ONOO−) and reducing the bioavailability of NO and thus
resulting in vascular dysfunction. (Feletou and Vanhoutte
,  2006)]
ACR administration increased the lipid peroxidation and
NO levels of both liver and brain tissues (Ghareeb, 2010).
ACR administered rats showed increased levels of lipid
peroxidative product, protein carbonyl content, hydroxyl
radical and hydroperoxide which were significantly
modulated by the supplementation of fish oil (Lakshmi et
al., 2012).
The current result revealed moderate e-NOS
immunoreactivity in cytoplasm of most proximal and
distal tubules of control sections and weak positivity of e-
NOS expression was recorded in tubular cytoplasm of
kidney sections in group II along with group III after
acrylamide administration. The immunoreactivity of i-
NOS showed moderate expression in control group and
group II while group III recorded strong expression of i-
NOS. Moreover, the mean area percentage declared
statistically significant lower immunoreaction (p ≤ 0.05)
of e-NOS in group II (12.97 ± 2.40) and group III (10.40
± 1.22) as compared with group I (16.54 ± 2.11).  Higher
significant difference (p ≤ 0.05) of i-NOS was observed in
group III (38.03 ± 6.89) as compared with each of group I
(25.72 ± 4.24) and group II (27.41 ± 5.73).
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Collectively, these current results were in accord with
Furusu et al., (1998) who found that the extent of eNOS
expression is negatively correlated with the degree of
glomerular injury, while the extent of iNOS expression is
positively correlated with the degree of glomerular injury
in the same tissues. Moreover, transient eNOS-mediated
NO production is essential for vasorelaxation,
antiapoptosis, and protection against oxidative stress
while sustained iNOS-mediated NO generation may
mediate lipid peroxidation, DNA damage, and
proapoptotic effects (Förstermann and Sessa, 2012).
Sadek (2012) reported that acrylamide caused many
adverse effects in the tissues reflected in significant
increase in lipid peroxidation, decrease in glutathione
levels and decreased activities of catalase and superoxide
dismutase.
So in conclusion: the present results showed that the two

doses of acrylamide exerted deleterious effects on some
enzyme activities and on immunohistochemical
expressions of some parameters in a dose-dependent
manner.
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