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Socio - Psychological Needs of Street
Children In Light of Sex and Accommodation

Prepared by: Researcher.
Prof. Hana'a Ahmed Metwalli Ghonima
A Professor at the Faculty of
Human Studies, Al Azhar University

Study Question. The Study question can be summarized as follows: what are the
socio-psychological needs of street children? Are there anv differences in these
needs according to the variation in_the two variables of sex and
accommodation? Street child can be defined as the child. a male or a female. under
18 who stays at street either permanently(i.c he lives. sleeps. eats and plays at street)
or for the most of time (i.e.. he spends most of time at street but go back home to
sleep with his family). Some Street children do not work, while others do marginal
work informally and illegally. These children contact their families on intervals or
there may be no contact at all.

Study_Methodology. The researcher designed a questionnaire to assess the socio-
psvchological needs of children. The questionnaire includes cight dimensions. and it
was proved valid and reliable. Most of dimensions were significant at 0.01. It was
then applied to a sample of 274 male and female children who were living in street
cither permanently or temporarily.

Study Hypothesis. In accordance with earlier studies. the researcher postulated the
following hypothesis. There are significant differences in the needs of security.
belongingness. success. self-expression. learning behavioral norms(controlling
authority) svmpathy. love and acceptance. play. and self respect - according to the
variation in the two variables of sex and accommodation.

Study Results. Alter performing analysis co-variance 2x2. the results reached were
as follows: 1) there were no differences between boys and girls with regard to the
dimensions of sccurity. belongingness. success. sympathy. love. and acceptance. and
play: this shows that bovs are in need to*these dimensions as much as girls.
However. girls were 1n need to self-expression. learning behavioral norms. and self-
respect more than bovs.

2) There were differences between children who live at street permanently and
children who live at street temporarily( i.e sleep with their families) in favour of the
former with respect to all dimensions except the need of play. 3)There was a
significant interaction. at 0.05. between the two variables of sex and
accommodation: Girls who were living at street permanently were in need to
svipathy. love. and acceptance more than other groups. Accordingly. the hypothesis
was partially proved valid Therefore. it can be suggested that street children. males
and females. who live at street permanently are in need to several needs more than
other children.
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