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The Issue of Imamate in between the People of Sunnah and
Shia An Exposition, Analysis and Criticism
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Abstract

This research traces the first seeds sown by Ibn Saba who had
deceived some people by turning their attention towards Imamate
from being a peripheral matter into being a basic one provided
through appointment and which should not be disregarded by the
divine revelation. The consequence of such issue was so dire to the
extent that the Muslim nation underwent schism: Sunnah and Shia.
Each division had its reasons, so that this research focuses light on
the importance of transmission whose absence would allow anyone
to say whatever comes to his mind then people would get lost amid
the jam of texts here or there. However, transmission has provided a
solid ground for the truth through taking cognizance of evidence
introduced by the people of Sunnah. May Allah reward the people of
Sunnah well in turn for what they had done for the Sunnah of Prophet
Muhammad peace be upon him. After that the research has studied
the issue of Imamate in the Holy Qur'an and Sunnah and drew
attention to its political importance then the viewpoints of the Sunnah
concerning the Imamate with regard to the deeds of Prophet
Muhammad peace be upon him and those of the rightly guided
Caliphs. Next, the research exposes the viewpoints of the Shia
regarding the Imamate and their clues together with the due
responses. Then, there is a chapter dedicated to cover the
compromising ideas between the Sunnah and Shia. Finally, the
research concludes with the idea of a nominal Imam since Islam has
not provided an identifiable form of the Imamate although it has
referred to its obligation within referential texts.

Key words: Imamate, creed, Sunnah, Shia, compromise.
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