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The great countries turned to intellectual invasion as a successful 
alternative to military invasion through so-called soft power, the concept that 
formulated by Joseph Nye to describe the ability to influence on public opinion 
by increasing spending on civilian and diplomatic tools, strategic 
communications, aid delivery, and reconstruction Economic development, and 
the soft power is used increasingly by the spread of the Internet networks and 
audio-visual media, which is a challenge for educational institutions and hence 
we must review their roles and functions to contribute to strengthening the soft 

power of the state

This paper tried to study the concept of soft power ,its sources ,its 
relationship with higher education and presenting proposed strategy for 
employing higher education in strengthening Egypt's soft power and 
confronting intellectual invasion. The study used the descriptive approach, the 
inductive method and the deductive approach. There are some results of the 
study like:

 Soft power is more influential and widespread than the hard power 
resulting from war. the soft power of the state is like culture, political 
values, and foreign policy. The term "smart power" is mix between 
hard power and soft power 

 Internet, communications and information power are among the most 
important pillars of the soft power of the state. 

 America came in first country in most of the measures of soft power, 
United Kingdom and many European Union countries also, but no 
Arab country was found on the measures of soft power. 

 Education is an important indicator of soft power. 
 Higher education contributes to building the soft power of any country 

through student mobility and mobility of faculty. 
 America controls 65% of global communication, 64% of global 

advertising. 
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 The EU has embarked on a number of programs of international 

cooperation in higher to enhance the soft power like TEMPUS. 

The study recommended activating the role of higher education 

institutions in Egypt in strengthening Egypt's soft power by linking education to 

the labor market, increasing scholarships to encourage foreign students, 

research cooperation, and increasing interest in marketing educational 

programs. 

Keywords: soft power, hard power,smart power, higher education, Intellectual 

invasion  
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT AND U.S. HIGHER 

EDUCATION ENROLLMENT,5/16 

Year Total Int'l Students Total U.S. Enrollment* 

1979/80*** 286,343 11,570,000 

1988/89 366,354 13,055,000 

1989/90 386,851 13,539,000 

1994/95 452,635 14,279,000 

1999/00 514,723 14,791,000 

2004/05 565,039 17,272,000 

2009/10 690,923 20,428,000 

2014/15 974,926 20,300,000 

2015/16 1,043,839 20,264,000 

*Data from the National Center for Education Statistics

https://www.iie.org/Research-and-Insights/Open,Doors/Data/International
https://www.iie.org/Research-and-Insights/Open,Doors/Data/International
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 (Amirbeka & Ydyrys, 

2014,516)
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