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Research Abstract:
Iragi women in media issues after 2003: Transformations of media vision
Dr. Hoshyar Muzaffar and Dr. Sarah Mohsen
University of Salahaddin / Erbil

The media is a powerful group of actors in the community, whether they are
press, television, radio or web sites. They have the capacity to report, allow
debate and deliberation. Thus, they play an important role in governance
processes and in the formation of intellectual and cultural issues, and everything
that leads to decisions.

Over the past decade, new information and communication technology has been
heavily affecting the lives of individuals in Iragi Kurdistan and have a role in
shaping the relationship and interaction between people. Electronic media,
which include all kinds of online publications and interaction on social networks
and cyberspace, have had dual effects on women.

After 2003, Iraq withessed great media openness and in all disciplines, and the
number of women working in the media sector rose remarkably especially after
the emergence of the private media sector in a significant way where the number
of satellite channels and local channels exceeded 100 organizations and likewise
in the number of read and print media. This has made the media in Irag an
integral part of the public and private life of society and individuals. This is
accompanied by the technical development of the media and informatics,
especially the social media (the sites of communication) and its occupation an
important and influential position in daily life.

The researchers concluded with a series of recommendations derived from the
study results:

* The researchers recommend developing the media image of media issues and
media issues at the same time through independent curricula that keep pace with
the modern media and promote the values of the old media in Iraq in general and
Kurdistan in particular

* Increase the participation of women journalists in conferences at the regional
and international levels.

* A campaign to amend the Iraqi Penal Code to include the prosecution of the
harassers.
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