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Marital Selection Criteria for King Abdul Aziz 
University Students: An applied Study on 

Students of the Department of Sociology and 
Social Work at King Abdul Aziz University in 

Jeddah Governorate 

Manal Ayed saad Alqahtan*, Muna Meshal jeza 
altheyabi 

Faculty of Arts and Humanities, King Abdul Aziz University, 
Jeddah-Saudi Arabia. 

*Email: manal-7079@hotmail.com  
Abstract: 
This study aimed to identify the criteria used by university students in 
marital selection and to reveal the method of marital selection among 
university students and also to reveal recent changes that have affected 
women's attitudes in the selection process. For fulfilling such purpose, 
the study relied on the descriptive survey method and the questionnaire 
As a tool for gathering information, this study was applied to a number 
of students from the Department of Sociology and Social Work at 
King Abdul Aziz University in Jeddah Governorate totaling (300) 
students. The study revealed that the most prominent criteria are 
applied to students in the process of marital selection, the criterion of 
behavioral commitment in family life, followed by the criterion of 
emotion and the feeling of love, then the religious standard. The 
methods of marital selection are represented in the individual style and 
the method that combines the parenting and individual style. However, 
material selection is opening up educational opportunities for women 
in all disciplines, promoting misconceptions about marriage by social 
media celebrities, empowering women to work in all different sectors. 
There are statistically significant differences between the opinions of 
the sample members on the criteria used by university students in 
marital selection according to the variable of the school year, and these 
differences are in favor of the category (second year). 

Keywords: marital selection criteria, university students, behavioural 
criteria in family life, emotion and feeling criteria, relious standard.  
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