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The Role Of Small Projects In Improving The Economic And Social
Level Of Rural Women

The problem of research is that rural women in Egypt bear double burdens in
running household affairs and performing productive roles alongside their
reproductive roles, with no suitable job opportunities or capital availability through
which they can participate in economic activities that provide them with their own
income. All of this pushes rural women into poverty, hence the importance of
supporting and strengthening women, so that they can effectively participate in rural
development, presents itself. Gharbia governorate was selected as a field for the study

sample in Y.)V for the availability of primary and secondary data on the

contributions of the Social Fund in providing loans to women for the establishment of
small projects. Dairy and embroidery factories were the two projects selected for their

availability in the governorate. The sample size was Y+ views; ¢ views per project

divided into production categories, according to their respective production capacity,
due to the significant differences between the costs and revenues of each of the
categories of projects undergoing the study. On one hand, dairy projects were divided
into two categories; the first category (includes factories with a production capacity
of less than one ton of raw milk per month) and the second category (includes

factories with a production capacity of Y—Y tons of raw milk per month). On the other
hand, embroidery projects were divided into three categories; the first category
operates with a Y-head embroidery machine, the second category operates with a ¢-

head embroidery machine, and the third category operates with a Y Y-head embroidery
machine. Results indicated the following:

Rural women in Gharbia Governorate benefitted by YY,Y ¢/ of the total small-
scale and micro projects financed through the Social Fund in Al-Gharbia governorate
during the period Y. +«o—-Y. Y1, This indicates most of the loans, granted by the Fund
to finance small-scale and micro projects, were obtained by men and that rural
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women's access to financial services depended on the availability of micro financing.
It also indicates that women's loans were often lower than men's loans even when
they were within a single sector. In regard to the economic efficiency of the dairy and
embroidery projects in the sample of the study, there were differences in terms of

returns on the invested pound, which amounted to about YV,Y17 in the first category
and Yo,47 in the second category of dairy projects as well as 4+,Y/ in the first

category, 4),Y/ in the second category, and 4Y,Y/ in the third category of embroidery

factories, indicating the feasibility of these sample projects. Women face many
problems that stand in the way of achieving their economic and social goals. Results
indicate the short grace period is considered the most important funding problem for
women in the study projects. The lack of outlets is another important marketing
problem facing women in both projects. Also, the rise in labor prices is one of the
most important problems facing women in dairy projects, while the lack of
experience is one of the most important problems facing women in embroidery
projects. It has been found that the high prices of production requirements are the
most important problems of production. The results also show the following: Small
projects help improve the living standards of rural women by: - Increasing the
income of women and improving the health level for them and their families, while
saving money for any emergency, with no provision of electrical appliances or new
furniture for the household as well as their incapability of improving their housing
conditions. It was also found that although there is a relationship between the
financing of small projects (dairy) and the educational level of women and their
families, the relationship is negative. This may explain the women's preoccupation
with the project and the reason families force one or all of their children to work at an
early age to improve their income. However, there was no significant relationship
between micro financing small-scale projects and the educational level for rural
women and their families. finally, the study recommends the following:

Y- Increasing women's access to loans, taking into account their economic conditions,
in order to activate their role in rural development.
Y- Participation of the Social Fund in the marketing of products, made by borrowers,

through the establishment of a department for marketing, which mission is to
establish and manage ongoing exhibitions to market the products of these projects
inside and outside the governorate.

Y. The role of the Fund should not be limited to that, as it must provide the proper and

necessary technical support to women's capacities to improve their efficiency and
products as well as increase their competitiveness to export them, reaching the
intended outcome.



