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An Economic Study of Marine Fish Sector in Red Sea Governorate

Mahaba Abd El-Moety El-Sayed Ahmed Mahaba
Researcher - Desert Research Center
Summary :

The Red Sea Governorate is considered one of the border coastal governorates
of the Arab Republic of Egypt. The Red Sea governorate suffers from a relative
decrease in the quantity of marine fish production. This percentage decreased from
57.19% of the total Egyptian marine fish production during( 2000-2004) to about
41.73% during the period (2011 - 2016). which negatively affects the conditions of
fishermen and their incomes and standard of living. The research aims at shedding
light on the nature of this economic structure to identify the strengths and weaknesses
in it and then to lay the sound scientific foundations to overcome the obstacles facing

the development of the marine fish sector in the Red Sea Governorate.

The study reached a lot of results as follows :

Red Sea landings in the Red Sea governorate are concentrated in Ras Ghareb.

Hurghada. Branis. AlQuseir. Safaga. Shalatin and Abu Ramad areas. in addition to
the new fishing ports being constructed by Shalatin and Halayeb .The annual average
number of fishermen working in licensed fishing boats in the Red Sea Governorate

reached about 2030 fishermen during the period( 2010-2016).while the annual

average number of licensed fishermen in the governorate reached about 403

fishermen during the same period.The annual average of the total number of fishing
vessels licensed and operating in the Red Sea Governorate reached about 1064
vessels during the period (2010-2016). They were classified as fishing boats with

average annual numbers of about 973 vessels. and other non-motorized or first class

sailing boats And the second and third and estimated the average number of annually

by about 91 compounds.The quantity of marine fish production in the Red Sea

governorate has taken a decreasing trend. Production ranged from a minimum of 25.6
thousand tons in 2010 to a maximum of 41 thousand tons in 2001 with an annual
average of 30.9 thousand tons during the period (2000-2016).The value of fish

production in the governorate has taken a general trend that is statistically significant.

This value ranged between a minimum of 231.2 million pounds in 2003 and a
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maximum of about 690.4 million pounds in 2016 with an annual average of about

370.3 million pounds. Period (2000-2016).Marine fisheries in Red Sea Governorate

were classified according to the relative importance of their average annual fish
production during the period (2011-2016) to Branis. Hurghada. AlQuseir. Safaga.
Shalatin. Ras Ghareb. The average number of cooperative societies for fishermen in
the Red Sea Governorate reached 9 associations during the period (2011-2016). It
was found that the average number of its members reached 1744 members. It was
also found that the average value of capital in the Red Sea Fisheries Cooperative
Societies reached EGP 95.707 thousand during the previous period. The most
important species of bony fish caught in the Red Sea are Sardinellas nei. Horse
Mackerel. Golden grouper. Threadfin braems. Brushtooth lizardfish. Indian mackerel.
Emperors. Bagrus. Parrot fish. Yellowstripe barracuda. Saddleback grouper. Peacock
hind grouper. Red mullets. Sigans. Snubnoseemperor. Haffara seabream. Needle fish.

Snapper. Narrow-Bared Spanish mackerel.Striped piggy). crustaceans are represented

in shrimp and crab. while molluscs are sapiata.The seasonal productivity fluctuations

vary significantly from one region to another according to the nature of the region as
well as the fish species in it. The fish production in the Red Sea Governorate is
generally continuous during the period from October to May. during which the
production exceeds the monthly average of about 2593 tons. Production decreases
during the period from June to September. with production reaching a minimum

during August.



