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Abstract

The international arena witnessed
lots of controversies about the role
of the Anglo-American press in cov-
ering the controversy after what
Egypt witnessed on the last 30th of
June, 2013.

In this context, the research prob-
lem tries to find out the extent of the
contribution of the news sources in
the Anglo-American press in shaping
trends in press coverage to the
events that took place in the Egyp-
tian domain since June 30 till now. In
addition, it tackles the factors af-
fecting these sources, whether re-
lated to editorial policy in the news-
paper or to the agenda interests in
international relations and attitudes
of state policies towards the events
taking place in Egypt.

The four newspapers that are in-
cluded in this study are The New
York Times, The Washington Post,
The Independent and The Guardian
Weekly.

The research depend on two the-
ories which are Framing Theory and

International News Flow Theory. The
study use both quantitative and qual-
itative analysis in order to fulfil the
goals of the study.

Results found that these news-
papers use the bias intentionally in
covering news related to Third World
countries events including Egypt to
establish a stereotypic image of this
world. Therefore, they concentrate
on the negative events and ignore
positives. They also intentionally use
informative sources giving a false
balance in coverage. The study re-
veals a schizophrenia showing in the
contradictions between professional
ethical basics adopted by these
newspapers as a processing ap-
proach and a tool of presenting the
other and between the actual ap-
proaches used by these newspapers
espectally with Third World countries
like Egypt. This is what they tell us.
Results showed that the newspapers
can violate the profession standards.
Although media claim to be ob-
jective, bias inevitably finds its way
into the news.

Keywords: International News\
News Sources\ News Coverage\ Me-
dia Bias\ The New York Times\ The
Washington Posf\ The Guardian
Weekly\ The Independents Egypt's
June 30, 2013 events

Introduction

Bias in news is a significant com-
ponent which has a strong impact on
the fareign editors in the demonstra-
tion of news. This is because while
declaring the news they consistently
make preferences as a con-
sequence of established political as-
pects, for instance, the propensities
and policies of the government in
competence.

The reason that the editor is likely
to follow this concern is for the sup-
port of government that is preferred,
or merely to prevent any suffering or
inconvenience with a government
apprehended. Generally, the political
bias In news is an intentional be-
havior in which the editor has pur-
posely negotiated the reality as he
considers it as a result of the emana-
tion to declare the legitimacy. On the
contrary, cultural bias is generally an
ignorant  cbservance with ac-
knowledged standards.

The study is primarily focusing to
examine the methods which are sig-
nificantly used for the coverage of in-
ternational events, by considering
the context of Egypt in the Anglo-
American newspapers. It starts with
multiple questions that have been
raised in recent times to determine
the influence of the foreign press in
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the coverage of the recent Egyptian
events that touch the foreign policy
of these newspapers’ countries and
the consequent bias in the coverage
and the deviation from being a mirror
image of the real evenits. The re-
searcher chose the latest, most im-
portant, and effective events in
Egypt.

Those events -that relate to the
30th of June, 2013 and did identify
the top and the most wide spare
American and British newspapers as
both countries are - most influential
countries particularly in Egypt.

Literature Review

The scholars of media have been
inquiring the association among the
news sources in the Anglo-American
newspapers and its relationship to
forming news coverage trends. One
of the studies focused on knowing
the factors affecting the press cover-
age as for example the newspapers
focus on covering the news that is
related to the well-known companies
in the country, but it does not focus
on the small ones. That is why the
products of the well-known com-
panies take a huge space of the cov-
erage of the newspapers. This effect
is not confined to the local news-
papers only, but also extends in the
newspapers of other countries as it
focuses on the well-known and huge
companies which are focused on by
the newspaper of the country itself
(Rinallo, et al, 2012).

The researchers tried to analyze
the U.S newspapers ‘coverage of
the protests in different Arab coun-
tries, especially the 2011 protests in
Bahrain. The New York Times, Los
Angeles Times and Washington

Post were the newspapers that
were examined in this research.
Sources play a major role in the
coverage as they can make the re-
searcher identify whether this cov-
erage is objective or not. For ex-
ample, “the protesters of Bahrain
and individuals supporting the gov-
ernment of Bahrain ought to be
found in a news story”. The re-
search questioned about the way
the sources were used in the cover-
age in order to know if they were
biased to a side -than other. This is
in addition to questioning about the
frames that were used in Bahrain
coverage in the newspapers under
study. The three newspapers
showed that there was a clear bias
in the Bahrain —protest coverage. In
addition to the usage of the sources
which supported this coverage bias.
The news coverage bias appeared
when they used the protesters in
Bahrain as sources rather than us-
ing individuals who supported the
government. (Hoewe & Bowe,
2012).

Matthews (2010) started from the
point where there are two principles
of bases and backgrounds for anal-
ysis. The first way is by examining
the link between the journalist and
the news sources he chooses, and
the second way is -defining the
source’s position and its importance
in the news which is written by the
journalist. The study concentrated
on the news coverage of terrorism.
He used the content analysis to an-
alyze the UK newspaper coverage
ot five suspected terrorist plots,
where there are some types of at-
tributed sources in the news cover-
age. These plots are the Ricin plot,

old Trafford Bomb plot, Canary
Wharf Plot, Transatlantic Airliners
Plot and Kidnap Plot. The main goal
was trying to find out the ways the
journalists can use by attributing
specific information to specific sourg-
es in order to shape the reader's in-
terpretation when they read the writ-
ten piece of news. The researcher
was trying to discover the types of
sources that are attributed in the
news coverage of the terrorism and
its relationship with how the readers
interpret the news. Matthews found
that lots of anonymous veiled sourc-
es were used within the news cover-
age about the terrorism plots. In oth-
er words, [ots of attributed sources in
the news coverage were vague.
Only, few of the government sources
were clear and attributed correctly.
This affected the readers’ inter-
pretation and credibility of the media.
In the study, the researcher stated
that any journalist who reports about
terrorism will need to fetch an official
source as this type of source will of-
fer information and can easily com-
ment on the threat. it was found that
the official sources were nat only
identifiable, but they were used more
often as a direction quotation. The
analysis showed that the UK news
coverage of the Islamist terrorism in-
creased the “visibility and the ac-
countability” of government attrib-
uted sources in its coverage.
Another study tried to find out the
reasons for the bias in the news
source selection that is used by the
journalist. It is possible that the se-
lection of the source comes from the
personal trends of the journalist, and
this source helps the journalist to de-
liver a specific message he wants to
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send to his readers in order to shape
their awareness in a specific direc-
tion. This study applied to the main
U.S. newspapers which were The
New York Times and Washington
Post. It proved that the sources se-
lected by the journalist play an im-
portant role in its delivery of the mes-
sage and that in order to be able to
write the news; the journalist must
be able to pick his sources that help
to frame the news to send it directly
to his readers (Attia, 2009).

On the other hand, the review of
literature included studies around
the news sources in which a study
tried to explore whether the anon-
ymous sources affect the readers’
evaluation of the credibility of the
news. The idea of the study came
from the different cases that were
written in the newspapers in the past
years like the news coverage of the
Washington Post to the Watergate
Scandal, O.J. Simpson trial and the
case of Janet Cooke where [ots of
anonymous sources were used. This
study took into consideration the re-
sults of the new researches that con-
cluded that the anonymous sources
started decreasing in the American
newspapers. An experiment was
carried out in this research. It
worked out on two news stories, The
first described anti-government pro-
tests in Tunisia while the other de-
scribed the anti-government protests
in Egypt. The first included anon-
ymous sources while the second did
not. The results showed that the
anonymous sources have an impact
on the readers' evaluation of the
credibility of the news from both
countries Tunisia and Egypt (Pjes-
ivac & Rui, 2013).

While Kim (2012) concentrated on
knowing the effect of the source
credibility, and the comments written
by readers in the reviews of the final
evaluation of the electronic news
through the use of experimental ap-
proach by changing the sources of
some of the news stories, and wait-
ing to see the reaction of the others.
The results showed that the cred-
ibility of the sources and the others’
comments on the online published
news - did not affect the evaluations
of the participants. However, the re-
sults revealed that the tendency to
comment greatly affects the per-
ception and acceptance of the news
among the readers.

Another study analyzed the Wash-
ington Post in order to know whether
it uses the anonymous sources or
not in the foreign news. It focused on
the difference in the views of the
journalists. Some of them see that
the sources must be declared and
announced or otherwise the cred-
ibility will be lost, while others see
that the journalist has the right to
keep the name of the source in order
to reach and access the information
that cannot be obtained if the source
name is stated. It has been applied
from 1970 till 2000. It reached that
there is a spread in the use of the
anonymous sources for the past 30
years (Sheehy, 2008).

Maier & Kasoma (2005} started by
noting that the sources are con-
sidered to be a way of framing as the
reporter is the one who chooses his/
her source and that influence and af-
fects how the story is told. Also, the
study examines the anonymous
sources and its refation with cred-
ibility. Governmental Sources and

the official sources were found high-
er than the community members and
people-on-street who were rarely
quoted in the news pieces. It found
that more than quarter of the stories
examined using anonymous sources
that hurt the credibility of the in-
formation stated in the news pieces.

Also, the review of literature in-
cluded studies around the news cov-
erage and international news flow
where in one of the studies it aimed
to find out the reporting bias in the
international newspapers, whether it
is under reporting or over reporting
the issues it is covering. They
argued that news coverage of a con-
flict relies on two points which are
the conflict event itself and its im-
portance, and the whether the cover-
age published in the newspapers
can direct the political perspective or
not. The study worked on a sample
of 113 countries in the period of 18
December 2010 till 23 October 2011.
The researchers found that news
coverage depends on the type of re-
gime Findings showed that in the
non-democratic countries, they un-
der reported the issues *pro- in-
cumbency bias” in their coverage
while in the democratic countries,
they over reported “pro-challenger
bias” in their coverage. It proved that
the coverage published in the news-
papers can direct the political con-
text. In democratic countries, bias is
shown through their institutions such
as newswaorthiness that highlights
conflict, noveity and proximity, etc....
Those countries tend to result in
conflict coverage supporting anti-
regime forces (Baum & Zhukov,
2015).
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Xu (2013) suggested different
framing ways used in the news cov-
erage of Occupy Wall Street that
started on21st of September in New
York in the US Today and The New
York Times newspapers. The pur-
pose is to know how frames shape
the readers opinion and perception.
Findings showed that the New York
Times covered the Qccupy Wall
Street protests from day one on its
online version while the print version
was a bit late from the online as it
started from the 25th of September.
That means that the newspaper did
not afford a full coverage to the read-
ers about the protests. lots of
frames were also used, but the main
frames are the lawlessness and pub-
lic disapproval frames. They were
used in the coverage to frame the
protests in the streets in order to
shape readers' opinions towards
them and their actions. The study
also conc¢luded that we can consider
that the neutral coverage is the pos-
itive coverage rather than dealing
with them as two different types of
coverage.

While Abdel Razek (2013) aimed
to figure out the factors influencing
the news coverage of the news
agencies. The researcher identified
the types of the news coverage be-
ginning with the neutral coverage,
which is the unbiased one in which
the journalist does not add his opin-
ion at all. Second, the interpretive
coverage where the journalist anal-
yses the news that is available in the
coverage without any additions,
Lastly, the biased coverage in which
journalists focus on a specific angle,
and even some journalists forge the
reality by removing some parts of it

and ignoring others. The study also
pointed out that there are different
types of news sources the news-
papers depend on. One of those
types is the sources that editors and
reporters can get and fetch. The oth-
er one is the external sources and
these are the available sources for
the journalist on the internet and ra-
dio stations, etc...

On the other hand, Lee (2013) re-
ferred to the past studies that proved
that objectivity in news coverage
does not exist anymore. Nowadays,
media bias is found in lots of news
pieces. Furthermore, it referred to
the ideological bias which is con-
sidered to be one of the most im-
portant types of the media bias that
is used in the coverage-. Ancther
type of media bias is the framing
bias. Findings showed by evidence
that the newspapers are affected by
the market pressure. In addition, the
study proved that the increase in the
use of the ideological bias affects the
advertisers’ perceptions of the news-
paper credibility.

Research Problem:

The international arena witnessed
lots of controversies about the role of
the Anglo-American press in cov-
ering the hot events in the Middle
East in the wake of the Arab Spring
revolutions and the increase of the
escalation of the controversy afier
what Egypt witnessed on the last
30th of June. These controversies
revealed lots of problems facing
these newspapers in their way of
dealing with the third world countries,
especially in the light of the accusa-
tions of using crises and picking se-
lected information that support the

pro-states and implement their inter-
ests.

In this context, the research prob-
lem tries to find out the extent of the
contribution of the news Bias and
determining the mechanism in the
Anglo-American press in shaping
trends in press coverage to the
events that took place in the Egyp-
tian domain since June 30 till now. In
addition, it tackles the factors af-
fecting these sources, whether re-
lated to editorial policy in the news-
paper or to the agenda interests in
international relations and attitudes
of state policies towards the events
taking place in Egypt. These at-
titudes are expressed through the
mechanisms of the international
news flow and their impact on these
newspapers’ coverage for landmark
and breakthrough events such as
those taking place in Egypt since
June 30,

Research Goals:

This study alms to achieve the
following:

+ |dentitying the sources that the
newspapers under study relied on in
the news coverage of the Egyptian
events since June 30.

+ Understanding the role of the
news sources that foreign news-
papers provide and depend on in
shaping the trends of the press cov-
erage towards the Egyptian events
since June 30.

+ Knowing the language - and
the pattern of coverage provided in
the newspapers under study.

« Knowing the factors that in-
fluence the news coverage, and how
the interests of the countries that is-
sue the newspapers can affect the
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news coverage.

- Comparing between the news-
papers under study's trends in the
coverage of the Egyptian events
since June 30 and the factors af-
fecting each of them.

« Identifying and determining the
mechanisms used by the bias in the
newspapers under study when cov-
ering the international events ap-
plying that on Egyptian case.

Theoretical framework:

This paper will depend on two
theories which are:

* Framing Theory:

Goffman worked on it in 1974 then
McCombs and Shaw Weaver point-
ed out that this theory was gener-
ated from the Agenda-setting theory
(Scheufele, 1999).

According to Entman (1993},
“framing invalves selection and sa-
lience”. He believed that through
framing, you can understand the rea-
sons why the problems cccur, and it
helps in making moral judgments
and recommending solutions.

Mcquail (2010) explained that it is
hard for the journalist who does not
to use the framing -to be objective all
the time, therefore this may cause
what is called the “unintended bias”.

This theory narrates the events
and puts it in a certain frame to di-
rect the receiver io judge on the
case according to what they want
through the availability of information
about that event, These pieces of in-
formation are the path that leads the
receivers to take provisions as made
by the framing theory and the in-
fermation agenda that is sent.

George Lakoff, professor at UC-
Berkeley pointed that the “Com-

munication itself comes with a
trame”. For example, he pointed that
the language chosen for the news is
considered a type of frame.

Framing can be identified through
the sources that are used in the
piece and the context in which the
piece is created.

News frames help in creating pub-
lic frames regarding any subject, or
event appearing in the media fields.
Entman (1991} pointed that frames
are twofold:

The first kind is media dealing
frames which are considered as-
pects distinguishing the media con-
tent. And the second kind: is the
frame adopted by the public towards
the event or the case presented in
the media means.

Bias studies try to find out whether
news coverage was positive, neutral
or negative towards an issue. When
someone starts thinking deeply
about the news coverage in the con-
text of framing, at that time the old
concept of bias seems lo be con-
stricted and basic. In other words, it
is easy for the readers to find out
that the journalist or the newspaper
in general is biased towards a can-
didate or a specific issue, but it is dif-
ficult for them to find out that “a news
event is being packaged as a certain
type of story”. Framing can be found
in headlines, leads, nut graphs and
quotations, efe... (Severin & Tank-

ard, 2010).
+ International News Flow The-
ory:

Some researchers attributed the
importance of the news flow to its im-
pact on the public as they see that
the news flow, and its composition
and shaping are considered two of

the important factors in shaping the
image of the world in the minds (Ro-
sengram, 1974).

This theory returns to the “Inter-
national News” book that is pub-
lished by Galtung. This theory is a
well-known theory which Johan Gal-
tung and Mari Holmboe Ruge’s
worked on it. They discussed the
theoretical structure of the inter-
national monopoly of the media. Gal-
tung worked in one of his studies on
the direction of the media flow and
he designed the “center margin” pat-
tern as he believed that the world is
divided into dominant countries
which represent the center and
countries dominated by those coun-
ties and they represent the pe-
riphery. He concluded that the re-
lationship between those two sides
is not a horizontal interactive and ex-
change relationship. It is actually a
vertical relationship where there is
no equality as the center controls the
news flow in the world.

The interest in studying the flow of
media began with the committee that
was set up by the UNESCO to pre-
pare a report to deal with the un-
balancing media in the world.
Shayne McBride was the committee
chairman in1977 and it kept working
for three years. The committee end-
ed the report in1980 and it ended
with a report containing a number of
facts that are included in “Many
Voices One World" book.

The report stated that the concept
of the free flow is used for the ben-
efit and the sake of the Western
countries as by this way it ensures
its cultural hegemony. The report
also pointed out to the right of the
developing countries to establish in-




dependent national media systems
away from the varigus multinational
media systems’ monopolies.

The report stated that the most-
powerful countries have a superior
status and this can generate ec-
onaomic, social and political negative
effects and that the principle of the
free news flow can be used as an
ideological and economic tool to
control who do not have those meth-
ods. Moreover, the free news flow
resulted in one flow (from north to
south).

The report also noted the need for
the work with a new media world-
wide system to repair the existing
deficiency in the media based on the
information that states that com-
munication is an essential element
of cultural independence. The gap is
widening between the developing
countries which publish their mes-
sage freely between the countries
that do not have the possibility of
freedom which results in negative
consequences. The developed coun-
tries must provide help to the coun-
tries that want to strengthen their
ability in the communication field in
order to stop the increase of de-
pendence of developing countries on
developed countries, and the need
to have a double-way communica-
tion, not from only one side. Fur-
thermore, they must respect the in-
dependence of all communities and
its dignities without compromising
their identities, so that the com-
munfcation can repair the existing
deficiency.

Methodology:
The study will use both quan-
titative and qualitative analysis in or-

der to fulfil the goals of the study.
The qualitative analysis will be used
to analyze the quantitative results
and content analysis results.

The researcher has used survey
methodology in an attempt to de-
scribe and explain the bias in the for-
eign newspapers by using the con-
tent analysis tool. This tool will be
used to examine the four news-
papers.

Content analysis

The content analysis was used in
this paper for inspection of the news-
paper content. Content analysis is an
efficient as well as a replicable pro-
cedure to consolidate an abundant
quantity of text into minor groups of
content on the basis of specific cod-
ing principles (Steve, 2001). An im-
portant aspect of the content analy-
sis is inferential analysis, which
provides the basis for cause-and-
effect relationships which are useiful
in testing of the research questions
(Reid and Bojanic, 2009). In this
paper, inferential analysis has been
carried out to describe the content as
well as to determine the assumptions
regarding the components of the me-
dia procedure along with the in-
ferential and inherent explanation in
the content,

Comparative method

The comparative method was also
used to contrast the two journalistic
circumstances which are the Amer-
ican and the British as a way of their
coverage of Egyptian events. A com-
parative method serves as an imper-
ative mechanism of examination.
Generally, it is used as a means of
testing the research questions, and

can contribute to provisional exposi-
tion of new hypothesis and generate
a new theory (Collier, 1993). The
sample size considered by the re-
searcher comprises of four different
newspapers, which have been cho-
sen on the basis of explicit criteria.

Time Frame of Study

The study time frame starts at the
beginning of the 30th of June 2013
events which is the {30th of June,
2013). This time frame was chosen
to study the attitude of the news-
papers under study towards the
Egyptian events. The time frame will
end when the next president is elect-
ed (30th of June, 2014).

Study Sample

The newspapers are The New
York Times, The Washington Post,
The Independent, and The Guardian
Weekiy.

Study Questions

This thesis will address the fol-
lowing research questions to study
the sources, news coverage and
btas in the foreign newspapers.-:

1+« How do news sources affect
the news coverage of Egypt's June
30, 2013 events?

2 « What are the types of bias
used in the newspapers’ samples?

3 + What factors influence the
news bias in the newspapers' sam-
ples?

4+ What are the similarities and
differences in the newspapers under
study’s coverage and sources selec-
tion?

5 +« How often do the news-
papers’ samples use frames?

6 - What forms of frames do
newspapers' samples use?
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Study Results

Number of pieces included in each

newspaper
0
0
n
60
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an
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The Hewt York Tnes The Withwglon Pest The Guar dian\Weckly The ndeperulent

The New York Times published the largest number of
news pieces (84) during the one year coverage sample
(30th June 2013 — 30th June 2014) compared to the
other newspapers. This symbolizes that The New York
Times is more interested in the Egyptian issues and
this may reflect the relation between the newspaper
and the American regime. Regarding the recent Egyp-
tian events, conditions were to the contrary. The Egyp-
tian regime is a strong ally of the United States, and a
decline or change in that regime would mean a loss of
U.S. influence in the country. This would be a strategic
loss because of Egypt’s strategic position not only in
the Arab region, but also in the entire geographical re-
gion that is surrounding it. Therefore, to deal with the
situation, the U.S. appears to have adopted an ap-
proach on the surface, but upon cleser examination, it
is a perfectly natural American tactic. That is why they
watched closely what happened in 30th June. Then, af-
ter The New York Times, The Washington Post de-
voted 68, The Guardian Weekly devoted 29 and The In-
dependent devoted 22 news pieces.

Table No. (1) Shows the Types of Sources in each

newspaper
Types of Seurpes Joumalist Newspaper Total
 Hewspdfiers
‘The New Yack Times 246 10 347
The Washi Post 382 132 521
‘The Guzndian Weekly 85 5 %
“The Independeant 62 14 1%
Total 75 259 1034
% 49 25.04 e

The results reveal that 74.9% which is the largest
proportion of the pieces provided by the newspapers
that were used by the journalist sources, while
25.04%were used the newspaper sources. Moreover,
the results show that The Washington Post used lots of
sources in its news pieces (521 Sources) during the
sample year, while The Guardian Weekly rarely used
Newspaper sources (5 Sources only). It is noted too
that The Washington Post used the highest (382/521)
journalist sources.

Table No. (2) Shows the Detailed Nationality of the
Sources in each newspaper

Source Nadonaluy Egyptien | Areb | Americon | Brifish | lrasli | Others | Total
The Naw York Times in 1 3 3 n 4 246
The Washi Past 40 [] 2 ] 2 7 n
| The Guardian Weekly 3% E] 1o ] [ 7 85
The pend 43 [ 9 [ [] 6 ]
Tatal 640 18 il 18 2 24 T4
% [X 23 85 23 0.2 kA —

This is a detailed table that shows detailed foreign
sources, as it shows that the American sources (9.5%)
tended to be more than the British (2.3%) and Israeli
(0.2%) sources. The Washington Post news pieces by
far used the most sources, with 382 total and of those
340 were Egyptian and 6 Arab, 22 American, 5 British,
2 |sraeli and 7 Others (e.g. Australian). The In-
dependent used the fewest number of sources in its
news pieces. Of its 61 total, it attributed information to
42 Egyptians, @ American and 4 British- The New York
Times used the American sources more than the other
three newspapers, and that may return to the re-
lationship between the newspaper policies and the
American regime.
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Table No. (3) Shows the Source Identity in each

newspaper
Source ldextity Known & Identified Sowces | Anonymous Sources Total
Sewpapers

The New York Times 166 80 M6
| The Washington Post 229 153 382
| The Guardian Weekly 33 2 [1]
“The Independent 3 ¥ a2
Total 491 284 75
% 633 36 el

Table No. (4) Shows the Detailed Types of the Jour-
nalist Sources in each newspaper

Joumalist Sources Goverom | None Mustin | Military | Politicel | People | Others | Total
ental | Govemme | Brotherhood | Sourees | Activisss | -on-
Sources ntal Sources Streer
- Sources

‘The New York Times 71 il 37 2 L] 30 55 |26
The Washington Post 20 3 13 F % IR
‘The Guardian Weekly 19 7 11 2 3 3 35
‘The Independer 3 5 [] 2 13 RN
Toral 205 [5] 7 k] 142 180 | 75
% 254 105 11.4 4 [ 183 | 232 | —

This study tested the impact of the use of anon-
ymous sources on perceived news story credibility in
two countries with assumed different journalistic stan-
dards — America and Britain. The results indicated that
the four newspapers used the Known & lIdentified
Sources more than the Anonymous Sources with
63.3%. Although there are a huge number of pieces
published in the four newspapers about the 30th June
events, the .sources assigned in the pieces is known for
their bias towards the events. That is why that can
show that bias here seems to be wrapped in an ob-
fective picture.

The Washington Post scored the highest in using the
Anonymous Sources in its news pieces (153/382). Al-
though it has lots of correspondents in Egypt (e.g. Erin
Cunningham - Abigail Hauslohner, ete...) more than the
other newspapers, but it stil has the highest anon-
ymous sources, and that raises lots of questions such
as how can the newspaper have more than one cor-
respondent in Egypt and cannot easily access the
source instead of writing using anonymous sources?
further, is this reflects a definite desire by The Washing-
ton Post newspaper in creating a certain image about
the 30th June events which shows that it is a coup and
then there is no need for sources that can prove the op-
posite?,

In The New York Times, 71 news pleces {28.8%)
used sources representing government supporters,
while The Washington Post used almost the same
amount of governmental sources with 23.5%. The U.S
and British newspapers were keen on assigning all is-
sues related to the US and British situation to official
sources confirming their eagerness to prove their views
and to emphasize to the reader that what was stated is
indisputable facts, while this does not happen when
covering and proving the official statements in Egypt
about what happened during and after June 30th es-
pecially after President Mohamed Marsi's leaving.

The results also indicated that The Washington Post
quoted or paraphrased sources for the people-on-
street in 96 news pieces (25.1%), while The Guardian
Weekly was the least newspaper quoting people-on-
street as a source. That means that The Washington
Post depended on the people who are the citizens and
witnesses for what is happening In Egypt to consider
their opinion as Egyptian people’s attitude which
showed that they are against the events and with the
idea that what happened was a coup and therefore,
there is no legitimacy for the officials after the events.

Non-Govemnmental sources was used more in The
Washington Post newspaper and least used in The In-
dependent newspaper. The same exactly happened in
the Muslim Brotherhood, military sources and Political
Activists.




Table No. (5} Shows the Detailed Types of the
Newspaper Sources in each newspaper

Newspaper Sources Statemem | TV & | News | Newspapers | lotemer | Others | Total
Radio | Apencies | & Magazines | Websites

ewspapers

The New Yark Times 19 39 1 19 9 ] 101
The Washington Post 38 37 16 12 17 19 139
‘The Guardian Weekly 0 2 1 1 | ] 5

The [ndepend: 3 .4 | 1 | 2 14
Total 62 82 5 EX] FI 5 259
% 29 316 9.5 127 10.8 11.1 =

The results shows that the TV and Radio were the
mosl newspaper source that the newspapers de-
pended on with 31.6% ,then the statements with
23.9% comes after it. The four newspapers rarely de-
pended on the news agencies (9.6%).

The New York Times and The Guardian Weekly
used the TV & Radic more than the other options,
while The Washington Post and The Independent used
the Statements more. Those who depended on the TV
& Radic more have lack of interest in accuracy than
the other newspapers as it baptized in the omission of
official facts that that have been announced by the rul-
ing regime in Egypt.

Table No. (6) Shows the Objectivity & Balance in
the news piece of each newspaper

Objecuivity & Balance

Inthe

News One-Sided View | Different Views. | NoSperific View Total

Piece

Kewspdp

The ew York Times 4 26 14 4]

The Washingion Post 33 3 2 63

The Guardizn Weekly 1 5 1 2

| The ladependent 15 7 0 n

Total 111 [£] 17 203

% 516 39 &3 -

Of the 203 total news pieces, 117 (57.6%) repre-
sented only one sided-view of the event or conflict. Of
those 117, 69 (33.3%) represented different views.
Only 17 (8.3%) didn't show any view. The New York
Times newspaper is ranked first (44/84) in presenting
the events from one side only which shows that it is
biased towards the angle it picks to support, while The

Washington Post newspaper used different views in 31
news pieces of a 68 total which is about half of its
news pieces. It includes lols of sources which many of
them have ditferent views and at the same time lots of
them are anonymous, that devoted to the idea that
what happened was a coup.

The results showed that The Independent news-
paper always had a one-sided view or different views
as no piece did not include a view. Further, it revealed
that the British newspapers are one-sided view more
than the American ones who appear more objective.
That raises another question about the position of The
Guardian Weekly and their direction toward the Muslim
Brotherhood and its relation with the rumors that is
saying that they invest money in the newspaper.

Table No. (7) Shows the Nature of Used Phrases in
each newspaper

Nature of Used Statciments &
1 Phrases Facts Announcements Wishes Others | Toral
e pepers
The New York Times 5 39 16 3 1
The Washingion Post 5 36 [t} 0 102
The Guardion Weelly | 18 16 g i a3
! T Independent 18 13 3 L i
| Total 141 14 41 ] 291
;3 484 351 14.08 1.7 —

The facts accounted for 48.4% of the total number of
nature of used phrases that appeared in the news-
papers, Statements and Announcements were used
with 35.7% after it. The New York Times was the high-
est-using for all the types of the nature of used phras-
es while The Independent was the least-using for
them.

The New York Times and Washington Post used the
strategy of indirect bias which depends on mixing facts
with rumors, announcements, and wishes, etc..., this
may be elusive like the US policy.

d _ il &laalt
‘,’ uUlnivig pilelil igay
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Table No. (8) Shows the Words & Expressions used
in the piece in each newspaper

Table No. {(10) Shows to what extent the content of
each piece is similar to the official policies of the
country where the newspaper is published

Words & Expressiors Unbizsed Bizsed Toial
Used inthe

Piece

The New York Times 24 60 1)
The Weshington Post 1 57 63
The Guardian Weekly 3 16 2%
The Ind, d; 13 9 22
Total 61 142 203
% 004 69.9 e

The Coatent Va. Offics;
Policies Posilive Neutnal Negative Tota]
Spapers

The New York Times 32 50 2 4
The Washington Post 19 49 0 68
The Guardian Weekly L 1] 1 29
The Independent 9 0 2
Total 119 3 203
% 399 386 14 -

By checking the results of the Words and Expres-
sions used in the pieces in the four newspapers, the re-
sults revealed that all of them were biased with 65.9%.
The New York Times was highest using biased words
and expressions with 71.4% while The Washington
Post scored the highest percentage using the unbiased
words and expressions with 16.2%.

Table No. (3) Shows the Ways of Persuasion used
in the piece in each newspaper

The results show that The New York Times is more
positive than The Washington Post newspaper in be-
ing close to the US official policies. The Guardian
Weekly is more positive than The Independent news-
paper in being close to the British official policies.
Moreover, the results reveal that The Independent and
The Washington Post were never against their coun-
try’s official policies.

Table No. (11) Shows the Types of Frames used in
each newspaper

Ways of Persuasion Number & Logical Rhetoric Words | Others | Total
Usedin the Counts Methads & Expressions

news G “Evidence*

The New York Times Pz} 55 53 [] 140
The Washi Post 3l 55 38 [1] 124
The Guardizg Weekly 9 15 23 2 49
The Independent 5 16 [+] k) 36
Total [Z] 141 128 11 349
% 19.7 404 36 3.1 -

Logical Methods “Evidence” is the mast frequently
way used to persuade the readers in the four news-
papers with 40.4%. The New York Times used the
Rheloric Words and Expressions and Logicat Methods
“evidence” moare than the rest of the newspapers with
39.2%, whereas The Washington Post used the Num-
ber and Counts more than the others with 25,1%.

Types of
Feames Victim | Conflict | Human | Marlity | Win- | Comperison | Others | Totad
Interest Loss
wspapers

The New York Times ki 48 4 1 6 1] b2
The Washingion Post 24 43 3 0 ] 10 £y
‘The Guardian Weekly 7 1% 1 0 ] [1] 28
T [ndependent | 7 2 | 3 0 0 Pl
Tatal 3 13 10 2 20 10 ] 236
% 37 49.1 42 084 | 34 42 1.2 —

The results show that the four newspapers used the
conflict frame in 49.1% of all its news pieces, and they
used the Victim frame by 31.7%. The using of those
two frames especially - to convince the readers that
there is a conflict in Egypt and, therefore what hap-
pened is a coup and that means there must be a vic-
tim which they believe that they are the Muslim Broth-
erhood, because they were the ones who are ruling.
All this serves the idea to devote negative trend for the
reader towards the 30th June events.

The New York Times uses lots of frames than any
other newspapers, while The Independent uses less
frames. The newspapers rarely uses the Morality
frame (0.84%), even though it is strange because the
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newspapers called what happened a coup and this is
against any morals, so it was supposed to be found
and that raises another question, why did they ignore
writing about the morals if they believe that what hap-
pened was against legitimacy.

Table No. (12) Shows the Types of Military Forces
Labelling used in each newspaper

Mitiary Fortes Caup | Violent Usurper of Dictators | Others | Total
Latellin Pamer
3|

Thre New York Times 1] 2% kKZ] ] 0 102
The Washington Post Fi 14 3] [} 118
The Guerdien Weekly 1 7 4 L 0 19

The Independent 3 [ 3 2 [} 17

Total 7 o7 55 87 0 56
k] 3007 6.1 24 22 0 -

The results show that the labelling of the military
forces as a coup is significantly more common in The
Washington Post than in the other newspapers. Fur-
thermore, the newspapers labelled the military forces
by being violent by 26.1%, and usurper of power by
21.4%.

Table No. (13) Shows the Types of Muslim Broth-
erhood Labelling used in each newspaper

‘Muslim Brotherhood Victm | Oppressed | Religious Temorist Others | Total
Labellin
Newspapers

The Mew York Times 2] 5 1 0 4 i)
The Washingion Post 50 12 13 2 4 81
The Guardian Wezkly 14 2 0 0 1%
The [mdcpend 13 0 0 0 13
Towal 4 19 14 2 18
® 76.6 103 16 108 43 —

The resuits show that the labelling of the Muslim
Brotherhood as a victim is significantly more common
in The New York Times (86.4%) than in the other
newspapers. Actually, it is noted that the four news-
papers used the victim frame when writing about them
by 76.6%, and they rarely framed them as terrorist by
1.08%.

Table No. (14) Shows the Types of Egypt Labelling
used in each newspaper

EgyplLabelting Coup Revoluticn Others Todal
The New York Times 23 ] [}] p1]
The Washington Post 58 ¢ [ 38
| The Guardizn Weekly 1 0 0 11
The Independent [ 0 1 7
Tutal 100 0 1 101
% 99,009 0 059

None of the four newspapers labelled what hap-
pened in Egypt as Revolution as almost all wrote that
what happened was a coup by 99.009%.

Conclusion and Discussion

First of all, it is striking that all four newspapers pub-
lished news pieces about the June 30th events during
the given time period. This signals that all four news-
papers rated the topic as being relevant enough to re-
port about.

The study focuses on the relation between the news
sources in the four newspapers (The New York Times,
The Washington Post, The Guardian Weekly and The
Independent) and the coverage of Egypt's June 30,
2013 events. It focuses on finding the types of bias in
each news piece while covering the Egyptian events.

This study was questioning the news sources, and
its influence of the news coverage of Egypt’s June 30,
2013 events.-It found that it has a huge influence as it
may act as an Indirect way of bias in the newspapers,
All the four newspapers used the journalist sources
and lots of them were Egyptian sources as the news-
papers wanted their readers tc believe that all the in-
formation quoted is proved and agreed upon by Egyp-
tians who are the main actors in the events scene.

Adding to this, the newspapers used the Known and
Identified Sources more than the Anonymous Sources
as they -wanted again to make sure to their readers
that they grab trusted and known sources to ensure
thern that the information quoted is proved and agreed
upon by Egyptians again. In addition, the usage of the
Known and ldentified Sources by the newspapers can
highly influence the readers because they will never
doubt their words, but looking at it from another angle,




this may act also as another indirect way of bias in the
newspapers. Those all Known and Identified ones may
be quoted taking the same point of view and leading the
reader to certain opinion and that is considered to exert
a strong influence on the reader's mind.

The Washington Post newspaper was the only on
that had the highest-using newspaper to the Anon-
ymous Sources, and that raises lots of questions such
as how can the newspaper have more than one cor-
respandent in Egypt and cannot easily access the
source instead of writing using anonymous sources. -
Further, is this reflects a definite desire by The Wash-
ington Post newspaper in creating a certain image
about the 30th June events, which shows that it is a
coup ,then there is no need for sources that can prove
the opposite. 1t is known that the Anonymous Sources
Hurt Credibility of News Stories across Cultures.

Further, the use of the governmental sources more
than any other type of sources that influence and con-
vince the reader mare. If person tries to understand, he
will try to find another quotes from official sources or
from witnesses. It was the second highest used type of
sources by the newspapers as they used either the
Muslim Brotherhood or the People-on-street.

This study was also questioning the types of bias,
and it was found that there were lots of bias types used
in the newspapers but in an indirect way. Sources as
discussed in the above lines lost the balance and ob-
jectivity in the news pieces which is published in the
four newspapers, All of the newspapers depended on
the one-sided view that supports the view they want to
convinge the reader with to frame the events as they
want them to see. The sources help in working out this
scenario.

Even when The Washington Post newspaper decided
to use the two-sided view to be balanced, it used lots of
anonymous sources and that broke down the balance
again and proved the same idea they are selling to their
readers that what happened in June 30 was a coup not
a revolution.

The using lots of facts and evidence and mixing them
with rumors and wishes and so on, that is another in-
direct way of bias in newspapers as readers when find-
ing proofs, they will never doubt anything, and will never
find out such mixture especially they did not see by

themselves. They used this strategy which is similar to
the known strategy of the United States when dealing
and commenting on the Egyptian events. Another typs
which was direct bias, their use of biased words and
expressions.

The study tried to find the presence of the frames in
real news coverage and it was assessed through a
systematic content analysis. It was found that they vic-
timized the Muslim Brotherhood as they believed that
what happened was a coup and they framed the Mi-
itary forces as violent. Adding all frames together, that
will result to framing what happened as being a conflict
and that Egypt is not secure and safe.

Moreover, this study was questioning the factors in-
fluencing the news bias in the newspapers. It was
found that the offictal policy of the country where the
newspaper is published may influence the content that
is written. For example, The New York Times is af-
fected by the US official policies and The Guardian
Woeekly is affected by the British official policies.

This study found out that the main features of the
image of the Muslim Brotherhood in the four foreign
newspapers portrays them as a victim for what hap-
pened in June 30th and that is why automatically they
portrayed President Abdel Fattah El Sisi as being a
“strongman”. They wanted to portray him as being
usurper of power because he led the coup that ex-
ecuted ex-President Mohamed Morsi from the pres-
fdency. They stressed on showing that what happened
was against legitimacy and that distorted the Egyptian
image in front of all the foreign countries.

In contrary to what happened later after the re-
searcher ended the study time frame, but through fol-
lowing up the opening of the Suez Canal, the image
changed a lot. At that time, they portrayed what hap-
pened in Egypt as an amazing economic event “mod-
ern wonder” and they praised the President Abdel Fat-
tah El Sisi and all the coverage in the four foreign
newspapers was chanting with the Egyptians and con-
gratulating them.

In addition, this study found the similarities and dif-
ferences between the newspapers and that was dis-
cussed clearly in the Results part.

In comparison to the review of the literature, it was
found that the use of selected sources was a way of
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bias and framing in the newspapers coverage as it
was found In the current study, - this study found an-
other types of bias which was used indirectly in the
coverage.

Moreover, the sludy proved that the anonymous
sources do not play a big role in the bias as using the
Known and Identified sources was a way of bias when
gathering all source quotes that proves - one sided
view only, and that was an opposing result to what
was stated above in some studies in the review of lit-
erature.

In the review of literature, it was also found that
the newspapers were independent and separated
from their governments in the countries that issue
themn, but they helped indirectly in executing their pol-
icy needs, but in this current study, it was found that
the newspapers helped directly and were sometimes
the tongue of their countries by choosing quotes that
support their official country opinion about the event
that.occurred in Egypt.

Definitely, the journalist ideological bias was the
main key in bias as proved - in the previous studies.

Framing occurred in the newspapers and created
the bias. Frames are powerful. The framing theory as-
sumed that it occurs all the time, the journalists play a
role in choosing the topic, sources and point of view
which will be presented in the piece and that exactly
what the study found in its results. When comparing
the assumptions of the framing theory and the study
results, you will find that the theory explains lots of
these results.

Also, when comparing the Infernational news flow
theory with the results, the flow and structure of inter-
national news shape people’s minds and draw the pic-
ture of the important news from the peint of view of the
newspaper towards the important countries to them.
Events with high news value of the newspaper country
of origin will be the main concern to them. To elab-
orate; American newspapers would cover Egyptian
news for the political, economic and military, etc... re-
lations between both countries An increase of news
flow would be observed the greater the relations be-
tween the countries and that would be reflected in
their newspapers.

Generalized Resuits:

The foreign newspapers play pivotal role in
shaping the image of the Third World countries. This
image is greatly affected by the nature of the country
that the news flow from it. The more the country is piv-
otal and has political importance influence in the re-
gion, the more the newspapers are interested in cov-
ering the events of this country.

+ These newspapers use the bias intentionally in
covering news related to Third World countries events
including Egypt to establish a stereotypic image of this
world. Therefore, they concentrate on the negative
events and ignore positives. They also intentionally use
informative sources giving a false balance in coverage.

+ There are lots of important bias tools used by
the foreign newspapers expertly in dealing with Third
World countties events. Biased coverage takes many
forms, some of which are not immediately obvious.

The bias coverage of Egyptian news is continu-
ous bias climaxing in time of crisis.

+ The study reveals a schizophrenia shawing [n
the contradictions between professional ethical basics
adopted by these newspapers as a processing ap-
proach and a tool of presenting the other and between
the actual approaches used by these newspapers es-
pecially with Third World countries like Egypt. One of
the ten ethical basics stated in the professional ethics
guide of Thomson Reuters Foundation is that the jour-
nalist must be objective and not biased. Also, the AP
news values and principles stated that they “abhor in-
accuracies, carelessness, bias or distortions”. Schizo-
phrenia is clear in breaking these codes when it comes
to third world countries news in contrast to the other
side. O

This is what they teil us. Results showed that the
newspapers can violate the profession standards. Al-
though media claim to be objective, bias inevitably
finds its way into the news.

The news are generally declared as the soul of de-
mocracy-news journalism as endowing integral re-
sources for the mechanisms of collecting, assembling
and speculating the information. This study has de-
termined the news bias and tha ways through which
the news coverage of Egyptian events has been per-




formed in the Anglo-American newspapers in order to
highlight the ways of the dissemination of the values of
democracy in the developmental media.
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