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"Danny, say the people of Tortilla Flat, had been rapidly
changing his form He had grown huge and terrible. His eyes
flared like the" headlwhts of an automobile. There was
something fearsome about him. There he stood. in the room of
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his own house. He held the pine table-leg in his right hand, and
even it had grown. Danny challenged the world,

"Who will fight?" he cried. "Is there no one left in the
world who is not afraid?" The people were afraid; that table-
leg, so hideous and so alive, had become a terror to them all.
Danny swung it back and forth. The accordions wheezed to
silence.

The dancing stopped. The room grew chill, and a silence
seemed to roar in the air like an ocean.

"No one?" Danny cried again. "Am I alone in the world?

Will no one fight with me?" The men shuddered before
his terrible eyes, and watched, fascinated, the slashing path of
the table-leg through the air. And no one answered the
challenge.

Danny drew himself up. It is said that his head just
missed touching the ceiling. "Then I will go out to The One who
can fight. I will find The Enemy who is worthy of Danny!" He
stalked to the door, staggering a little as he went. The terrified
people made a broad path for him. He bent to get out of the
door. The people stood still and listened.

Outside the house they heard his roaring challenge. They
heard the table-leg whistle like a meteor through the air. They
heard his footsteps charging down. the yard. And then, behind
the house, in the gulch, they heard an answering challenge so
fearful and so chill that their spines wilted like nasturtium
stems under frost. Even now, when the people speak of Danny's
Opponent, they lower their voices and look furtively about.
They heard Danny charge to the fray. They heard his last shrill
cry of deliance, and then a thump. And then silence.

For a long moment the people waited, holding their
breaths lest the harsh rush of air from their lungs should
obscure some sound. But they listened in vain. The night was
hushed, and the grey dawn was coming.

Pilon broke the silence. "Something is wrong," he said.
And Pilon it was who lirst rushed out of the door. Brave man,
no terror could restrain him. The people followed him. Back of
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the house they went, where Danny's footsteps had sounded, and
there was no Danny. They came to the edge of the gulch, where
a sharp zigzag led down to the bottom of that ancient water-
course wherein no stream had Bowed for many generations.
The following people saw Pilon dart down the path. They went
after him, slowly. And they found Pilon at the bottom of the
gulch, leaning over a broken and twisted Danny. He had fallen
forty feet." (V4 +)
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