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Abstract

Transition in house plans from the circular to the rectangle in 

Neolithic in  the Upper Mesopotamia. 

By : jumaa hhariz 
   Architecture is one of the distinctive features of Upper 

Mesopotamia, in which many forms of house design emerged which 

identified by the human need and the quality of the raw materials available 

within its environment. In this area, older homes were appeared, and what 

could be the beginning of the house was made in whole of the ancient Near 

East. This architecture consisted of primitive forms in its design and 

technique of construction, mostly, they consisting of a circular chamber 

with a small opening representing the entrance.  With the advent of the 

Neolithic period within the ninth millennium BC, Architecture evolved 

somewhat from its predecessors, although it maintained its circular or oval 

plan, and residential house at this period became more spacious and 

organized, and was divided from the inside. Then, in the mid of this period, 

a great architectural development took place, with the transition to straight 

construction, Rectangular and square houses appeared at existing angles . 

                                     
  - Matthews, R.(2000). The Early Prehistory of  Mesopotamia. 300,000 to 4,300 B.C. 

Subartu ,Vol. 3, Brepols, Turnhout, Belgium.p.443/ Matthews, R. (2005).The Archaeology 

of  Mesopotamia , Theories and approaches. London .p.39  .  


- Cauvin, J.(2005). The Birth of the Gods and the Origins of Agriculture. Cambridge 

University press,UK.p.32-33/ Zeder,M.A.(2009).The Neolithic Macro-(R)evolution: 

Macroevolutionary Theory and the Study of Culture Change.  Journal of Archaeological 

Research, Vol. 43, No.4 ,p. 49. 

 -Watkins, T.(2040). Changing People ,changing Environments: How Hunters-Gatherers 

became Communities that changed the World. In ,Finlayson B, Warren G(ed).Landscapes 

in Transition.U.S.A.p.549/  Kozlowski, S.K.(4989-4990). A Preliminary Report on the 

Third season/4983 of Polish Excavations at Nemrik /Saddam Dam salvage project. Sumer, 

Vol. 43, №.4-2.p.23. 




 - Jacuetta, H and Woolley , L. (4935).Prehistory and the beginning  of Civilization. 

London.p. 323. 

 - Aurenche, O.(4984). La Maison orientale. Paris , p. 483. 

 - Flannery, K.V.(2002).The Origins of the Village Revisited: From Nuclear to extended 

households.American Antiquity ,Vol.33,No.5.p.423. 

 - Braidwood, R.(4938). Near Eastern prehistory. Science New Series,Vol.423, 

N.5542, p.4449./ Braidwood, R. (4930). Excavations in Iraq Kurdistan .Chicago. p.53,40-

30. 



 
التحول  في مخطط البيت من الدائري إلى المستطيل في العصر 

 الحجري الحديث في منطقة أعالي بلاد الرافدين

 الطلبي حريز جمعة

 
 

- 403 - 

                                                                                             
  - Merpert, N  and  Munchaev, R.(4935). Early Agricultural Settlements in the Sinjar 

Plain, Northern Iraq. Iraq, Vol. 53, No. 2.p.400. 

  - Mehart , J.(4930). The Earliest Settlements in the western Asia from the ninth to the 

end fifth millennium B.C. CD,Vol.4,PT.4,p.233-238. 


 - Solecki, R. S.(4933). The 4933–4933a season at Shanidar, Iraq : a preliminary 

statement. Quaternaria, Vol, 4. P. 2. 

   - Solecki, R. S.(4934). Zawi Chemi Shanidar, a Post-pleistocene village site in 

Northern Iraq .Report of the 3th International Congress on Quaternary. Warsaw, Vol. 4 : 

Archaeological and anthropological section. P. 403–442. 

  -  Loon, M.V.(4938). The Oriental Institute excavations at Mureybit, Syria 4: a 

preliminary Report. on the 4933 Campaign, pt 4. : Architecture and general finds. Journal 

of  Near Eastern Studies. Vol. 23, № 4. P. 238. 

  -  Yartha, T.(2003). Les batiments communautaires de Tell‘Abr 5 (PPNA, Syrie .Neo-

Lithics. № 4. – P.3–3/ -43(. الجرف الأحمر لريت مه الألف العاشر ق.م. دمشك ،  ص 2003جاموس، بسام .) 

49.  

  - Stordeur, D.(4993). Jerf el- Ahmar : a new Mureybetian site (PPNA) on the Middle 

Euphrates. Neo-Lithics.№ 2. P. 4–2/ ( . تمرير أولي عه حفرياث جديدة في تل المريبط. 4932كوفان، جان.) 

.493-495، ص  2،  ع  22دمشك. ج   ، مجلت الحولياث الأثريت العربيت السوريت  

  -  Watkins, T.(4983). Qermez Dere: the excavations of an Aceramic Neolithic 

settlement near Tell Afar North Iraq : interim rep. Edinburgh : Edinburgh Univ. Department 

of Archaeology. p. 453. 

  - Kozlowski, S. K.(4989-4990). Fourth report on the excavation of the Pre-pottery 

Neolithic site Nemrik 9.Sumer. Vol.43, № 4/2.P.23–50. 

  - Merpert, N and Munchaev,R. (4935). Op.cit,  p.404. 

  - Cauvin, J.(2005).Op.cit.p.428-429 


 - Cauvin, J.(2005).Op.cit.p.44.  

  -  Braidwood, R .(4930).Op.cit, p.42-45/ Ozdogan, A.(4989). Çayönü. A conspectus of 

recent work.  Paléorient . Vol. 43, № 4. P. 38–39/ Molist, M .(2044). Timing the Neolithic 

transition: the application of fluoride dating at Tell Halula, Syria .Journal of Archaeological 

Science. Vol. 58, P. 4493. 

- Stordeur, D.(4999).Reprise des fouilles prehistoriques a Cheikh Hassan:Une 

camragne de reconnaissance. Journal Les Annales Archéologiques Arabes Syriennes. Vol. 

45.P.39-34/Cauvin,J.(4980).Mureybet et Cheikh Hassan. in , Margueron ,J.(ed).  Le 

Moyen Euphrate,zone de contacts et dechanges.Paris,p.24-25.  

 - Aurenche, O.(4983-4983). Mesopotamian architecture from the 3th to the 4th 

millenia .Sumer. № 4/2. P.34. 

  - Ozdogan, A. (4999).The Neolithic in Turkey, the cradle of civilization. In, 

Ozdogan,M and Basgelen ,N (ed). Istanbul, 4999. P. 533-58/ Molist, M.(2044). The 

changing Neolithic household: Household autonomy and social segmentation,Tell Halula, 

Syria. Journal of Anthropological Archaeology. Vol. 50. Р. 302–303.  

- Schmidt ,J.(4935). Die Agglutinierende Bauweise in Zweistromland und in Syrian. 

Berlin , p. 4-8. 

 - Braidwood , R(4932). From Cave to Village .Iraq Petroleum,Vol.4,N.9,4932.p.3. 

  -  McMahon, A.(2003). From sedentism  to state , 40,000 – 5,000 BCE. in . A 

Companion to the Ancient  Near  East.  In, Snell, D.C  (ed)  Blackwell,USA .p.35. 



(2020 يونيه – إبريلعدد )   48 المجلد -حوليات آداب عين شمس 
 

 

- 403 - 

                                                                                             
 - Cauvin, J. (2005). OP.cit,p.428 

  - Watkins, T.(4990). The Origins of house and home. World Arcgaeology. Vol.24.p, 

543/ Saidel , B.A.(4995). Round house or Square? Architectural form and Socio-Economic 

Organization in PPNB. Journal of Mediterranean Archaeology , Vol.3,N.4.p.93./ Flannery , 

K. V.(4932). The Origin of Village as a Settlement type in Mesoamerica and Near East. 

London,p.59-40./ Bar-Yosef, O.( 2004). From sedentary foragers to village hierarchies: the 

emergence of social institutions. In, Runciman, G. (ed), The Origin of Human Social 

Institutions: Proceedings of the British Academy, vol. 440. Oxford University Press, 

Oxford, pp. 4–58.p.24/ Molist, M.(2044). The changing Neolithic household: Household 

autonomy and social segmentation, Tell Halula,Syria.Journal of Anthropological 

Archaeology,Vol.50,p.304-303 

  - Jacuetta, H  and Woolley , L.(4935),Op.cit,p.283. 

 -Aurenche, O.(4984). Op.cit,p.83/ Stordeur, D.(4993).Op.cit,P.4–2.  

 - Dunand,M.(4935). LArchitecture , les tombes , le materiel domestique des origins 

neolitthiques a Lavenement urban. Paris,p 55-53/ Aurenche, O.(4984). Op.cit,p.492. 

 - Cauvin, J. (2005).p.450. 

 - Safar, F. (4943). Tell Hassuna excavations by the Iraq Government Directorate 

General of Antiquities in 4945 and 4944. Journal of Near Eastern Studies.Vol. 4, № 4. P. 

233, 232-235.  

 - Merpert, N and Munchaev,R(4935).Op.cit , p.404. 



 
التحول  في مخطط البيت من الدائري إلى المستطيل في العصر 

 الحجري الحديث في منطقة أعالي بلاد الرافدين

 الطلبي حريز جمعة

 
 

- 403 - 

                                                                                             


