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Lamentation of birds in Latin poetry
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Abstract :This paper deals with the subject of lamentations for birds in Latin poetry in
the Latin poetry. Specifically, it studies Catullus’ c. 2, 3, Ovid’s Am. II.6, and Statius’
Silv. 11.4.

Laments for Pets, birds, animals, insects, are a common theme of literature from the
Hellenistic period and forward; we find such typical themes in the funerary poetry for
beloved ones, as well as animals, birds, and insects that affected the Latin poets in their
lamentation for dead pets.

Most Latin authors draw theses motifs from the seventh book of the Palatine
Anthology, which comprises epitaphs for pets (Anth.Pal.VIL.189-216), as well as the
material that they draw from their ancestors.

Contrary to Palatine Anthology, dead birds in the poems of three Latin authors,
Catullus, Ovid and Statius, are agents of meta-poetic concepts.

Moreover, the Roman poets modified the traditional topics and ideas of laments in
their texts. Consequently, added symbolic or meta-poetic connotations to these ideas
and in this way, they were able to speak through meta-poetic symbols on the death and
decay of literary genres as well as their ancestors, and their anxieties about the reception
of their works.

Hence, this paper aims to shed light on the re-adaption and modification of the
Hellenistic literary genre of lamentation on the death of pets in the parallel lamentations
for dead birds written by our three poets. In the end, the meta-poetic ideas are analyzed
and the topics on which each poet focuses are emphasized.

Keywords: Funerary Epigram in Hellenistic Poetry, Laments for birds in Hellenistic
and Latin Poetry, Catullus, Ovid and Statius.
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2 Anth.Pal.VIL.189-216.

3 Anth.Pal.VIL189, 190, 192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198, 200, 201, 209, 213.

4 Anth.Pal.VIL.191, 199, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 210.

5 Anth.Pal.VIIL. 207, 208, 211, 212, 214, 215, 216.
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Sl agSi ) Clal¥ly kel Slelads dises goan (b Jiam cilahaay) S Ales bl ey
g3ad Jany el olé (6-10) ) & )siasl) matrem "o S 5LEY) DA (e 4ailh @y e 530
CA Slebaa) (B el DA ety DU Cilea) gsa0 4nt Lanad
AL il 4 san elall of Aald uiledl) Gy WIS 17 cudl J tua nunc opera skl s
Jlasid 58 Thomson (swass ol llils o2kl A angne Jla 3 oY) Cusnss Cusall seanll e
angi b elall g g 17-18 gl Gl Opwess #)58) s s b Yvestra o tua Sl e
G bl AV e Lo (805 rall jstandl gl el datd Gl A ed) allad) el algny)
i) D) Uinnagy (Sl cipina an o Uil (pud B 8300mill & (sl SIS o AaDUAlly 4 gines (3]
A5 sl ccuall il e b et Vo elall Gia s 10y ate b o) A1 Guiy ey

Alsns ol eha all e 38l Gal lee Gaaam Y il 2l

! Lattimore, Themes in Greek and Latin Epitaphs, 183-184.
2 Thomson, Catullus, 209 n.13, Fordyce, Catullus, 95 n.14.

Mosch.Ep.Bion.I.55: 10 6¢ nav kaAov £¢ 6& Katappel. 05w e 35 L 14 cull Slay

3 Thomson, Catullus, 210.
(liall sl st A Raling Al dew cil€ (ool Alls 8 Cud) anl o i€ S ofpot debiall el 31
1ok dealil) (e 2yl

Christiane Sourvinou-Inwood, “Reading” Greek Death, To the End of the Classical Period (Oxford:
Clarlendon Press, 1995), 152-160.

lede e ¢(CILXIIL488) Myia Lue leaw) 2 e gdlaall SBI Al (e 4D 25l desis Aabanls 15 cud) RS
bl e el e pals IS adiely Gusll S A saaill s e OIS Ll of san lly (L & Auch
.‘)LJ‘ ‘EL&M

Kenneth Walters, “Catullan Echoes in the Second Century A. D.: CEL 1512,” Classical World 69. n. 6
(1976): 353-359.

3 Rossi, “Lamentazioni su Pietra e Letteratura Trenodica,” 30 and n. 12.

® GVI 759. 3-4: [& 8]¢ &vta[v v]ekpdvog ékdkvlev, @] Eéve, pdmnp / [oipwydn MyJupir  Séxpoa
[xelvapéva, GVI 1263, 1470, 1975, Rossi, “Lamentazioni su Pietra e Letteratura Trenodica,” 30 and n.
12. v

" Thomson, Catullus, 210-211

8 Henry David Jocelyn, “On Some Unnecessarily Indecent Interpretations of Catullus 2 and 3,” American
Journal of Philology 101, no. 4 (1980): 440-441.
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2b sasadll & Abish 35d HlSals Uagiye O (53 g3ie 55 355 Atalanta
tam gratumst mihi quam ferunt puellae
pernici aureolum fuisse malume¢
quod zonam soluit diu ligatam.
(annl) Labie ¢ Jnlan olgs e ey IS5

¢ 3l ayun 3B ¢)5)5 LS (A3l Aalisl

ik a3t Uagae (I g3 gl a3l

passer Jsiasl) of sliel ) Znll saadll aa lenads siiasl) vl ae 2b sl seld
e Al sasaill b 3l "CEa Sl 13gs Aalaie i deag o) cuela L (9SA) e lal) sme ) e
0o Iy aili 'Angelo Poliziano sibjule slasl DA e @Dl e pualdll 0l 8 L) s
G smnlly \gia 5aY) il b passer ool SIS ghiac led 408 byl 11,6 &l yaad)!
& ome G Hde Ll gl 8 Tsaac Voss oush Glas) S Giald) Canay " membrum virile
s2gd Wyy M sball slenl @SN sumall ) LY Isdtiel el GueY) of ) Dede olad) (i
gLt @SV LusllglS pme "elad o saline il Lol sy BB sl b Lawd ol bkl
SV eo3ihe saa e caedd Aliles el ) 45al (e el s JAY) ulad) ey sl o3l
Cusil Uy . lly cldin) dujles e AL Axiall e Jeany o elal) o Shatus oy sl 13a
ol siall pusiall LLET) (o 1ad g g Iy oIS o (3 Cum ZAIEN Banadll 3 Load Sajl) saies Voss
Fisa) Blia ) Als el DA e "8 ok o5 Gas (asl ssae Blal ) (ol Laa

ki g sasall 13 A byl axil Joa ilaslaall (e aial !
Julian Ward Jones, “Catullus’ ‘Passer’ as ‘Passer’,” Greece & Rome 45, no. 2 (1998): 188.

2 Mart.X1.6.14-16: Da nunc basia, sed Catulliana:/ quae si tot fuerint quotille dixit,/ donabo tibi
Passerem Catulli.

3 Isaac Voss, Cajus Valerius Catullus et in eum Isaaci Vossii Observationes (London: Isaac Littlebury,
1684), 5-9.

4 Voss, Cajus Valerius Catullus, 5-9.
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aul (£) Lusll gl (G simall () mine (S0 simc A8 o dawa (Y) shac (V) :passer siasll
N Bl cgile shuae ) Gasadll 4 o i passer A€ el (o ball & osllS adlial
circumsiliens modo huc dllias La agdas Glis 2N saadll e ikl el ol 8y L
sedivall e gl cadlll g . il Adle "aaiil ) el Jadé 45ad pipiabat sasis «modo illuc
Chdiall e 23 OIS ghianl) Gang pal ofs Rald clunad (8 e 4Sked] o Sl Cige (& cundl (S
Hand) allad) ) it o2 ) € i) 8 devoratis dadl cle as ) cadd Jlall gl 138 5 T Aaial)
Osisie laaa ) Alasd) LB Aell AVA e Tlaed e cpd JS Tald g3 alladll
uaiiall (XA pamall Jo)ll e IS Y S0 pime JSE e Ao A passer 4elS1 Genovese
o2 Laill dgay Jiyaily . Slag )l sl A 8 Uglle aBie e Ay s Gung il ey Cualing
G 5L Dies Ly (9-10) Ll srpity Ll a8 ikl Abal il Al o g (il
G Lol s fapns G (GRSA el dad b praal) Gual) Ciga ) GS, dladl 355l
) sl Gk 8 sieaadl e o sl Gans (g - @SU elall pme e gues¥l el )
S ol o el bl GellAS G daniall 88U ) ey 2D speall e 11-14 @l b
Ll gtiall Gasll IS Ayt ) S L 038 305 5 (g il i) B2l 5)5eaS pakiany (IS el
w138 Y i Passer sl Joss Lasy Lsoed bt 3 el S0 (udlin ) o Loy Bl ) il

! Edgar Nicholas Genovese, “Symbolism in the passer Poems,” Maia 26 (1974): 121 -125; Giuseppe
Giangrande , “Catullus > Lyrics on the Passer,” Museum Philologum Londiniense 1 (1975): 137-146.

2 Ath. IX, 391e-f, Cic.FinIl, 75, Priap.XXVL5, Plin. HN.X.107, XXX.141, Apul.Met.V1.6, and Festus
p.313, D’Arcy Thompson, Glossary of Greek Birds (Oxford: Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1895), 160-62;
Athanassios Vergados, and Shawn O’Bryhim,“Reconsidering Catullus’ Passer,” Latomus 16 (2012): 104.

3 Genovese, “Symbolism in the passer Poems,” 121.
4 Genovese, “Symbolism in the passer Poems,” 121-22

5 Serv. on Verg. G. I11.136: "sulcus oblimet" claudat meatus, Auson. Cent. Nupt. 110-11: est in secessu,
tenuis quo semita ducit, / ignea rima micans, 115: huciuvenes nota fertur regione viarum, 126: itque
reditque viam.

t okl ¢ aall 5 3ylall A 8y seaS )yl 28 aladiul e

Auson.Cent.Nupt.110-19, James Adams, The Latin Sexual Vocabulary (London: Duckworth, 1982), 89;
Vergados, and O’Bryhim, “Reconsidering Catullus’ Passer,” 106, Genovese, “Symbolism in the passer
Poems,” 122; Martin West, “A Vagina in Search of an Author,” Classical Quarterly 58 (2008) 370-375;
Jeffrey Henderson, The Maculate Muse: Obscene Language in Attic Comedy (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1991): 137-8, 243, 245.
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aasill ae S5 Baell Gudsin Cleli aa Galuss il Qa8 SGallid el bl dslaglls
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e OIS i) jseanll a4l (gile il Ll o passer AalS i DA (e sda il cileas
D sieanll o Jib sty oy spiall Hebll e degens e (3l passer

e an ) Cangad Ll V) 2R Al "G’ ¥ G 8 el (e a2 AR il cileny OS
die Za5La A8Y) ) salal) e S ) hmall G 52y W8S N passer Al Aldne Dl Glas) b

! Richard Hooper, “In Defense of Catullus’ Dirty Sparrow,” Greece & Rome 32, no. 2 (1985): 162.

2 Plaut.Asin.666, 694, M.Aurelius ap.Front.p.63.15-16, Jocelyn, “On Some Unnecessarily Indecent
Interpretations of Catullus 2 and 3,” 427, Genovese, “Symbolism in the passer Poems,” 123.
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Migise lgaie U5 o Bleall I3 Loapll 13a L 20 0ty L rdall i) o LuiD LS ()il Aali ey Apmanhe 58 Apuia
fokail clgiie 35k i iluslaall o3a e ity (avivagun Walal ) colalially cu el gl

Giangrande, “Catullus’ Lyrics on the Passer,” 145, Jocelyn, “On Some Unnecessarily Indecent
Interpretations of Catullus 2 and 3,” 430.

4 Fordyce, Catullus, LXXXVIII, Hooper, “In Defence of Catullus’ Dirty Sparrow,” 162.

5 Hooper, “In Defence of Catullus’ Dirty Sparrow,” 163.

% Hooper, “In Defence of Catullus’ Dirty Sparrow,” 1671f.

7 Jocelyn, “On Some Unnecessarily Indecent Interpretations of Catullus 2 and 3,” 421-441.

8 Martl.7, 1.109, VILI4, XIV.77, Juv.VL7-8, Jocelyn, “On Some Unnecessarily Indecent
Interpretations of Catullus 2 and 3,” 423.

? Jocelyn, “On Some Unnecessarily Indecent Interpretations of Catullus 2 and 3,” 426.

19 Jones, “Catullus’ ‘Passer’ as ‘Passer’,” 190, OLD s.v. passer, 1.
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' Apul.Met.VIL.15, Fordyce, Catullus, 79-80.
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Sl cilly giemnlly B5Y) Jie Aa) lilpl) i (osloniy S (e Yy 81 ¢ JUY)

Francis Lazenby, “Greek and Roman Household Pets,” Classical Journal 44 (1949): 247.

2 Fordyce, Catullus, 88.

3Thompson, Glossary of Greek Birds 162.

* Fordyce, Catullus, 88, Jones, Catullus' 'Passer' as 'Passer’.

3 Sappho fr.1.9-10: kAot 8¢ ' dyov/ BdJkesg oTpod[Bot mepi yéic peloivag,

&) i 0TpovBOG ke kel Gl ade 5 coTpovfoi - (s Jall o dlu die oTpolifor eeall drsa of Ladld) (e
;).L'\i\ ¢ saxll

Genovese, “Symbolism in the passer Poems,” 121, Timothy Peter Wiseman, Catullus and His World. A
Reappraisal (Cambridge: Cambridge, Cambridge University Press), 1985.138.

¢ Walters, “Catullan Echoes,” 353ff., Quinn, Catullus: The Poems, 96.
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Ilya Gutner, “Amores 2. 6: To Kill a Psittacus,” Unpublished Study, Academia, (2017): 2.
.Von Albrecht, and Gareth, 4 History of Roman Literature, vol.2, 786-823 : jlai ¢ jugnisl Jlacls sk e
kil cAm. IL6 2860 sauaill b jsball clies ol 3ilad b 5alull sSladl) (e

Harm-Jan Van Dam, P. Papinius Statius Silvae Book II: A Commentary (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1984), 336-
337,337-338.

3 Barbara Weiden Boyd, “The Death of Corinna’s Parrot Reconsidered: Poetry and Ovid’s ‘Amores’,”
Classical Journal 82,n0. 3 (1987): 201.

Pt \d |} 3};.-.45”_5 AmII6 EM\ ui Boyd 3:\_9_1 Li):’ gl\e; Z\:ML_“ 2\3‘)}3\ D.JA uA l.@.'\\d dasall ‘53 1 PB‘) :ie.&\;.“ \:\:\AAJ ‘)L.l‘_j
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Aalal) el Gy gadaiuly Am. 116 sausdll 8 Gy Gl Aadag) macasil) (e
Psittacus, Eois imitatrix ales ab Indis,
occidit — exequias ite frequenter, aves!
ite, piae volucres, et plangite pectora pinnis
et rigido teneras ungue notate genas;
horrida pro maestis lanietur pluma capillis, 5
pro longa resonent carmina vestra tuba!
quod scelus Ismarii quereris, Philomela, tyranni,
expleta est annis ista querela suis;
alitis in rarae miserum devertere funus —
magna, sed antiqua est causa doloris Itys. 10
Omnes, quae liquido libratis in aere cursus,
tu tamen ante alios, turtur amice, dole!
plena fuit vobis omni concordia vita,
et stetit ad finem longa tenaxque fides.

quod fuit Argolico iuvenis Phoceus Orestae, 15
hoc tibi, dum licuit, psittace, turtur erat.

®eddwpoc Avioviadng, “H Phyropikn g «Emiyovikotnrogy: Epunvevtikog XZyoliaouos twv Amores tov
Opidiov” A.A., Aprototédeto Tavemomuio Osccatovikng, 2017, 159, n. 3.

! Stephen Hinds, "Generalising about Ovid," Ramus 16, no. 1 (1987): 7, 18; Avioviddng, “H Pyropixij
¢ «Emryovikdtyrogy,” 159.
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Gutner, “Amores 2.6: To Kill a Psittacusm,” 2.
S ol aladnn) DA e @lldy Al Gagal ) s sl Al Ga sl (Bl b Bl "apuClll uslall BT
Oe ES el et ) clesladll Gas ) fama est s ferunt s dicitur i gad 5 e SF 8 ) el @il
ol clgagdl shaae ilalSy iyt of Ao Clidad 35 050 Aandl 038 ) laans sl A2 laa i (V)

Hinds, "Generalising About Ovid," 17-18, David Ross, Backgrounds to Augustan Poetry: Gallus Elegy
and Rome (Cambridge: University Press, 1975), 78; Eduard Norden, P. Vergilius Maro, Aeneis Buch VI
(Stuttgart: B. G. Teubner, 1970), 123-124.

Gy oo el ) Epase o) Sty el (e daad 3 bl @l LY f mlaiae Metapoetry s bl *
:)Li\ ‘CJLmA\
Isabelle Torrance, Metapoetry in Euripides (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), 1-3.
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Quid tamen ista fides, quid rari forma coloris,
quid vox mutandis ingeniosa sonis,
quid iuvat, ut datus es, nostrae placuisse puellae? —
infelix, avium gloria, nempe iaces! 20
tu poteras fragiles pinnis hebetare zmaragdos
tincta gerens rubro Punica rostra croco.
non fuit in terris vocum simulantior ales —
reddebas blaeso tam bene verba sono!
Raptus es invidia — non tu fera bella movebas; 25
garrulus et placidae pacis amator eras.
ecce, coturnices inter sua proelia vivunt;
forsitan et fiunt inde frequenter anus.
plenus eras minimo, nec prae sermonis amore
in multos poteras ora vacare cibos. 30
nux erat esca tibi, causaeque papavera somni,
pellebatque sitim simplicis umor aquae.
vivit edax vultur ducensque per aera gyros
miluus et pluviae graculus auctor aquae;
vivit et armiferae cornix invisa Minervae — 35
illa quidem saeclis vix moritura novem;
occidit illa loquax humanae vocis imago,
psittacus, extremo munus ab orbe datum!
optima prima fere manibus rapiuntur avaris;
inplentur numeris deteriora suis. 40
tristia Phylacidae Thersites funera vidit,
iamque cinis vivis fratribus Hector erat.
Quid referam timidae pro te pia vota puellae —
vota procelloso per mare rapta Noto?
septima lux venit non exhibitura sequentem, 45
et stabat vacuo iam tibi Parca colo.
nec tamen ignavo stupuerunt verba palato;
clamavit moriens lingua: 'Corinna, vale!'
Colle sub Elysio nigra nemus ilice frondet,
udaque perpetuo gramine terra viret. 50
siqua fides dubiis, volucrum locus ille piarum
dicitur, obscenae quo prohibentur aves.
illic innocui late pascuntur olores
et vivax phoenix, unica semper avis;
explicat ipsa suas ales lunonia pinnas, 55
oscula dat cupido blanda columba mari.
psittacus has inter nemorali sede receptus
convertit volucres in sua verba pias.
Ossa tegit tumulus — tumulus pro corpore magnus —
quo lapis exiguus par sibi carmen habet: 60
COLLIGOR EX PSO DOMINAE PLACUISSE SEPULCRO.
ORA FUERE MIHI PLUS AVE DOCTA LOQUL
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Rossi, “Lamentazioni su Pietra e Letteratura Trenodica,” 38, Norman Douglas, Birds and Beasts of the
Greek Anthology (New York: Benjamin Blom, 1972), 87-88.
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