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Clerks of Diwan and their influence in the Mamluk era
1250-1517AD/ 648-923H.

Ahraf Muhammad Anas
Faculty of Arts — Mansura University

Abstract: History of Mamluk sultanate witnessed several strong individuals who
assumed a high positon in the state. These figures were distributed among the heads of
the administration of government, whether they were bearers of swords (Arbab al-Sayf)
from the Mamluk princes, or the clerks of Diwan (bearers of the pens /Arbab al-Aqlam)
who worked in the state bureaus. Historians bestowed several titles on these figures
which illustrated their high rank. Among these titles “Azim al-Dawalah”, which express
the high standing of its owner. There were several terms derived from it, or were equal,
to describe the stature and exaltedness of its owner.

Thus studying position of these figures of state clerks, and the situations lead to
occupying them, would reveal some aspects of internal political history and changing
situations inside the sultanate, and to perceive signs of political empowerment in the
Sultanate, and to what extent was any variables between two periods of the Sultanate,
could be observed through studying this topic.

Keywords: Mamluk sultanate, Arbab al-Aqlam, Arbab al-Sayf, Influencers, titles.
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