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The owner of the village (Pagarchos) in Egypt in the era
of Governors in light of Arabic papyrus

(21 - 254AH / 641 - 868AD)

Ghada Mohammed Hamed Masoud
Mansoura University, Faculty of Arts, Egypt
ghadamasoud2020@gmail.com

Abstract: The Arabic papyrus shed light on the work of the owner of the village in
Egypt in the era of the Governors, the owner of the village was the link between the
Arab rulers in the central administration with the workers of the local administration and
the People of Egypt from the towns and villages, the papyrus explained how to appoint
the owners of the Kur in their positions, they were appointed by the Governors of
Fustat. The local administration in the era of Governors was characterized by extreme
centralization, the Governors did not give the owners of the Kur the opportunity to
become independent in their own affairs, the papyrus notes the extent to which the
Governor intervened in the affairs of the local administration and subjected them to his
strict control, he asked the owner of the kora to return to the central administration
always in all affairs of his corpus, he intervened in the financial affairs in the amount of
taxes from absences and taxes and on the date of collection, he issued payment orders
for the Village and threatened those who were late for payment.

The duties of the owner of the village are many and varied, namely collecting taxes,
sending them to the state treasury, collecting food tax, and combating the escape
phenomenon that the People resorted to as a kind of passive resistance to the increasing
financial demands demanded by the Umayyad administration, Al-Koura was a price for
the foodstuffs required for the prince's livelihood and his entourage, and it was also the
duty of the owner of the village: Separation between the people of the village in civil
cases, punishment of the outlaws, fighting the greed of traders and preventing the
monopoly of food.

Keywords: Owner of the land, era of Governors, financial burdens, taxes, food tax,

tribute, local administration, the phenomenon of escape, civil cases, outlaws.
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