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Mamluk Metal Drums' Study of form and function"

Mohamed Ibrahim Abd El_Ail
Lectuer, Faculty of Arts, Ain shams University, Egypt
Mohamed ibrahim@art.asu.edu.eg

Abstract: The Mamluk period provided us with number metal drums that were known
as “Nakarat”. Some of them are preserved in international museums, and others are
offered for sale in the global auction halls, both of which have not been studied before,
and these drums had a different morphological patterns between the conical shape and
the half-oval shape. These drums were used during the Mamluk period with a manner
appropriate to their size, like military role, religious and social roles. These drums
contained a set of written texts that reveal a lot of historical information related to this
instrument, and were not also empty from the decorative elements that distinguish the
Mamluk period, The study will deal into tow topics, the first one is descriptive to the
examples that we have got until now, and the second is analytical exposed to its forms,
materials, the style of industry used in its work, the decorative elements, and the
problem of the name as well as its functional significance through historical sources and
manuscripts.
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