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Attitudes of the Egyptian Scientific Elite towards News
Websites’ Coverage of Environmental Disasters, Amazon
Wildfires as a model, A Field Study.

Doaa Abdelhakam Abdellatif EI-Saeady.

Department of Journalism and Mass Media, Faculty of
Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls, Cairo, Al-Azhar
University, Egypt.

Email: dr.doaaelsaeady@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

The research aimed at recognizing to what extent the Egyptian
scientific elite depended on news websites in acquiring news
and information about global environmental disasters such as
Amazon wildfires, and determining the motivation of this
dependency. It also aimed at knowing the most important news
websites that are used in this regard, and the trends of the
scientific elite towards the websites’ coverage of Amazon
Wildfires and their assessment of the effectiveness of news
sites coverage of environmental disasters by applying to the
Amazon fires. And the study targeted reaching to the
effectiveness elements of the coverage of the news websites.
The approach of media Survey is used, and an electronic
questionnaire for a sample of YY1 individuals from the
Egyptian scientific elite was employed. Results of the
research unveiled the wvariation of the elite’s degrees of
dependency on news websites' coverage of the Amazon forest
fires. As £V,19% the sample depended moderately and YY,°%
at a low degree, while only Y4,A% depended on it to a large
degree. Elyoum elsabi website came on top of the news sites
list the Egyptian scientific elite relied on in following up
coverage, BBC and CNN(Arabic and English) and France Y ¢
occupied advanced positions in the dependency of the
respondents. That the most important motives for dependency
was that the coverage of these sites is immediate and
constantly updated, which was decided by A¢,Y% of the
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respondents, in addition to being commensurate with the
circumstances and time of the respondents, The study proved
that there is no associative relationship between the
dependency degree of the respondents and their cognitive,
emotional, and behavioral attitudes towards the issue of the
study, while it has been proven that there is associative
relationship ~ between the respondents assessment of the
comprehensiveness of the coverage and their cognitive and
emotional attitudes, The effectiveness elements of news
websites coverage were comprehensiveness, accuracy,
objectivity, balance and disaster management,

Keywords: News websites, Elite, Environmental Disasters,
Amazon, Environmental Information, News coverage.
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