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| stood up. For a moment | saw Gloria again, sitting on that bench
on the pier. The bullet had just struck her in the side of the head; the
blood had not even started to flow. The flash from the pistol still lighted
her face. Everything was as plain as day. She was completely relaxed,
was completely comfortable. The impact of the bullet had turned her
head a little away from me; I did not have a perfect profile view but |
could see enough of her face and her lips to know she was smiling. The
Prosecuting Attorney was wrong when he told the jury she died in
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agony, friendless, alone except for her brutal murderer, out there in that
black night on the edge of the Pacific>.
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« %'there any legal cause why sentence should not now be pronounced?
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'Well, West Texas is a hell of a place,’ she said. 'l lived with my aunt
and uncle. He was a brakeman on a railroad. I only saw him once or
twice a week, thank God... ' (...)

‘At least,’ | said, 'you had a home--'

‘That's what you call it,' she said. 'Me, | got another name for it.When
my uncle was home he was always making passes at me and when he
was on the road my aunt and | were always fighting. She was afraid
I'd tattle on her--'(...) 'So I finally ran away,' she said, 'to Dallas. (...)
'l couldn't get a job, so | decided to steal something in a store and
make the cops take care of me.' (...)'only it didn't work. I got arrested
all right but the detectives felt sorry for me and turned me loose. To
keep from starving to death | moved in with a Syrian who had a hot-
dog place around the corner from the City Hall. He chewed tobacco
all the time... Have you ever been in bed with a man who chewed
tobacco?"’
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'l told you to lay off my wife, didn't 1?" he said to Gloria.

"You go to hell, you big ape," Gloria said.

'‘Wait a minute,’ | said. 'What's the matter?'

'She's been after Ruby again,' James said. 'Every time | turn my back
she's after her again.’'

'Forget it, Jim," Ruby said, trying to steer him away.

‘Naw, | won't forget it. | told you to keep your mouth shut, didn't 1?* he
said to Gloria.

"You take a flying--'

Before Gloria could get the words finished he slapped her hard on
the side of the face, knocking her head against my shoulder. It was a
hard wallop. I couldn't stand for that. | reached up and hit him in the
mouth. He hit me in the jaw with his left hand, knocking me back
against some of the dancers. That kept me from falling to the floor. %8
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‘There goes the brave little girl of No. 22," Rocky announced, 'little
Gloria Beatty. What a brave kid she is! She's soloing while her partner
is in the pit with a charley horse--look at her burn up that track! Give
her the inside, kids--'

One of the trainers held my shoulders down while the other one
worked my leg up and down, beating the muscles with the heels of his
fists.

‘That hurts,' | said.

‘Take it easy, said the trainer who was holding my shoulders.
'Didn't you ever have one of those things before?'

Then | felt something snap in my leg and the pain was suddenly
gone.

'‘Okay,' the trainer said.

| got up, feeling fine, and went back on the track, standing there
waiting for Gloria. She was on the opposite side from me, trotting, her
head bobbing up and down every time she took a step. | had to wait for
her to come around. (The rules were you had to come out of the pit at
the point where you went in.) As Gloria neared me | started walking
and in a moment she had coupled on to the belt. %°
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"Yeah," Socks said. 'l want you two kids to get married here. A public
wedding.'
‘Married?' | said.
'‘Now, wait a minute," Socks said. 'It's not that bad. I'll give you fifty
dollars apiece and after the marathon is over you can get divorced if
you want to. It don't have to be permanent. It's just a showmanship
angle. What do you say?' (...) ' Socks said. 'Of course, the ceremony'll
have to be on the square--we'll have to do that to get the crowd. But--'

"You don't need a wedding to get a crowd,' Gloria said. "You're
hanging ‘em off the rafters now. Ain't it enough of a show to see those

poor bastards falling all over the floor every night?'®
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Couples Remaining 20
All day Gloria had been very morbid. | asked her a hundred times what

she was thinking about. 'Nothing,' she would reply. °'
el 879 =i
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Past a certain point you kept moving automatically, without actually
being conscious of moving. One moment you would be travelling at top
speed and the next moment you started falling. This was what | was

afraid of with Gloria--collapsing. She was beginning to drag on my belt
a little®2.
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'I'm ready.'
‘Where?--'

‘Right here. In the side of my head.' The pier jumped as a big
wave broke.
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‘Now?--'

'‘Now.'
| shot her.
The pier moved again, and the water made a sucking noise as it slipped
back into the ocean. | threw the pistol over the railing.
One policeman sat in the rear with me while the other one drove. We
were travelling very fast and the siren was blowing. It was the same
kind of a siren they had used at the marathon dance when they wanted
to wake us up.

'Why did you kill her?' the policeman in the rear seat asked.

'She asked me to," | said.

You hear that, Ben?'

‘Ain't he an obliging bastard?' Ben said, over his shoulder.

'Is that the only reason you got?' the policeman in the rear seat
asked.

'They shoot horses, don't they?" | said. "
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We had got a sponsor too: Jonathan Beer, Non-Fattening. This
came just in time. Our shoes were worn out and our clothes were
ragged. Mrs Layden sold Jonathan Beer on the idea of sponsoring
us(...)They gave Gloria and me three pairs of shoes, three pairs of grey
flannel trousers and three sweaters each with their product advertised
on the backs of them83,
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The prisoner will stand...; ... is there any legal cause why sentence
should not now be pronounced?; There being no legal cause why
sentence should not now be pronounced...; ... it is the judgment and
sentence of this court...; ... that for the crime of murder in the first
degree; ... of which you have been convicted by verdict of the jury...; ...
carrying with it the extreme penalty of the law...; ... you, Robert
Syverten, be delivered...; ... by the Sheriff of Los Angeles County to the
Warden of State Prison...; ... to be by said Warden...; ... executed and
put to death...; ... upon the 19th day of the month of September, in the
year of our Lord, 1935...; ... in the manner provided by the laws of the
State of California. And...; ... may God have mercy on your soul... 8
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The marathon dance was held on the amusement pier at the beach in an
enormous old building that once had been a public dance hall. It was
built out over the ocean on pilings, and beneath our feet, beneath the
floor, the ocean pounded night and day. I could feel it surging through
the balls of my feet, as if they had been stethoscopes.

Inside was a dance space for the contestants, thirty feet wide and two
hundred feet long, and around this on three sides were loge seats, behind
these were the circus seats, the general admission. At the end of the
dance space was a raised platform for the orchestra. It played only at
night and was not a very good orchestra. During the day we had what
music we could pick up with the radio, made loud by amplifiers. Most
of the time it was too loud, filling the hall with noise. %
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I shot her.
The pier moved again, and the water made a sucking noise as it
slipped back into the ocean. I threw the pistol over the railing.
One policeman sat in the rear with me while the other one drove.
We were travelling very fast and the siren was blowing. It was the
same kind of a siren they had used at the marathon dance when they
wanted to wake us up.
'‘Why did you kill her?' the policeman in the rear seat
asked.
'She asked me to," | said. %
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She shook her head, not saying anything to that. 'More and more
and more | wish | was dead,' she said.

There it was again. No matter what | talked about she always
got back to that. 'Isn't there something | can talk about that won't
remind you that you wish you were dead?' | asked.

'No," she said. 10
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It was after two o'clock in the morning. The air was damp and
thick and clean. It was so thick and so clean I could feel my lungs
biting it off in huge chunks.

'l bet you are glad to get that kind of air," | said to my
lungs.

| turned around and looked at the building.

'So that's where we've been all the time," | said. 'Now | know how
Jonah felt when he looked at the whale.'*!!

ob e oy Ayl Giig Sy il slsgd) (S (alua Al culads 38 de L) cuils

.Uﬂ\.@:\j\ 4.A€_\L'“' (S GIU
S dalall elsgll 1agr gy LS e )l 2 5] il
cocmall ) cplasg caal)

O A alel cy (Y1 Y gl iy S alals W oA IS sa 13a" sl
Seasall ) ki ladie (uigy pgad

s " oSuge caskd! ulihul) ans) e IS T S8 eyl G L

O ") I HEAT S8 (A panll 25l Lo caglUal dilesad) ciland) aas 'G5

o Al V) Blains Bt 05 of dlay coee e clinpiall 3l 8 oS

2068 ——

Y AS &gy dlaa



Ay a1 Al g5 A ad) s jaal) Apdlaal)
i Lae aianall LY aans (elss) lgosd cAlls Al diuadd Cuela LS clld
Jial) alaie (So) pase Lovie 5a¥) 138 lady cdimaing 438 maall dluad s 58 o
calad 3) B sms oy cOghlell Lleall e aie dal e gl Lsls ey aile

tlysla ae Guaal) JUeind Juaing aall #)la #534 dakill;

D°VI9T DR TAVI WMIR OVIPT LTITAT DR OPUIY .27 MR T PN
<772 APT PO 1D 0M...39 DR O1IPY 19INA DAR .o0ups
L TTARD DI
DR NOWI .MPI2XY .NIWYR K77 .0°192 NIRWI N03 %I MR A7 P1)
H2(pm % yovn
By Jaalds dalles oo Cage . (33183 5aa) iyt Allia Lty LYV Y 2 S,
e AL Cand Baslg ARy Ll .. aed Cl fasall Cus e (ST
el Gl iy
slo Al 5 Agas a8 L JA b Lpsla RS LA ) asiy S5)
(S
Lpsha ae DS Cabalaty (IS cansds gl b Alliially ddmaall diasd Cails )
(i (e ldle Al daallal) Lalaidy)y Lol lgdgHlal Bl clgllan 720 BES Jolag
@i sl Y1 sl Lyl alle ) Al dalle (e aDA (e e o cilS g
Pl G g0 pe At B ) ailae

B PAY M2 IR LD AN RO TR 23 LT TP WA A

1315 93v7n 927 2w X9 23R .mawnn

Sy DY) Gans I 1Sy 5o Alies 88 g3 8aly oy e gl g
Gld glaty e 5 Y

%k oSk ok k%

Sttt 2069




dda pal) Chaw daaa glea /a

...0%9372 7987 2O2RIY 2A0NAY DOMNAY AT VMW U ANR 0
?90non AN a7 Y

772 N 72D WO OR MR Mt AN

S22 4 P vway s

7177 PWRIT IR 0977 IR P72 01T 7032 AN CIR DA YT IR 00N
IR 7123 93 .77 377 N UMY 37 DA RV .. 717 D37, RRVW
ST UMY LA TINYR A

799 WP ANR VWOV 2D s

14 o ono .90 mw R vwoy 2vwoy  :pnam

) Bl 6 02gS YT e agil b eall gl la as) aa Ja tlpsla
¢ s

AN e dlia €1 Lo of dolal S sy

Y Blaa ol de bl tlygls

e a1 V) esunll s Ls, Wiy Jslal 8D ccapel oy,
Galy 0580 o aadanl o ) Lo 138 oY L calal¥lg disann ASY L. M)

RHAR]
SV Dy s Y ilygla

leie il 4l dayl clghg )l ey Loae Cilalay alan Lsla (g Caagy bl Jals
c\.@_._ﬂr_ 29 @J'J:’JL“ e;@l Ladic \:1‘)_91; =TS c_‘;\b 28 (dihads cnlK UJ,B PPN
PO ik allal s 4sdeins palal) Jalal) oY Lgusti (mgad of dlang ) aiis Lg3sS

mpooan 922 792 ,°NWR DR 2VNY W 51an% TAn Atila
NIINW .79 AWYNY MR NYIDWA ODWR? Op0%n X

2070 = ) 1S sy Al



4y a1 Ag) gl Ay ) Ao joal) A llaal)
DR J2RYY 70 17 NOONAY JWIR KD CIR 190 PN DR

.. NWR

12YMMD YT D 2T N IRIN s

HIMR NIAR IR (77799 991n0) 2nnR kala
13 amx 39an X% Aok X9 (DR oo1n) :0nan
il JS b T (leldy) Sag)y i o) imaa il Psole

i of ikl (alea] didee shals leati . ag) e dall
e sing) e letia Bkl gl o) L Llaha
ol il g -ty (e 1yl tLosla
Hrelnals (lgaaley) feuls 13k :sole
Al LY (4 dan) s,
loe cabala aif daiill el Sl ST Sl Lpgls lle Cupigy 532 aas

O b lele @ity ) Llles (e alaml Ly 48] auml) (Jial) 5,540 Al da ]

e (9553

Y AW LUIAN? PN AW APAN2 AND JATPRA DX 070) i)
TR AR QYD ARW M UOR 2 70N K 20 AN (TTPRE DR
WP OOR 210 700 KD

X7 M

WP MR LR kel

P71 °7 07N (MY? 701 P 1IN CWYR RIT LTTPRA DR R17) Homiin)
. nn

U6 qpymosx s

Sttt 2071




dda pal) Chaw daaa glea /a

by 35 manlys il S8 Sy ) deas ol a1 Lojsls

3 padd gl e 0 ol B e (S 0 e OS (W el i)
clliad e i (e
N
coie gl b (saeluall Alslae 3yae . his 4 LAdnd 33) e,
Batiase Ul AN
Lysls -2

el 8l Lo pamg Aiall o)t Ll Lpsla duadd "(gSle (uhiga" au)

& il LS e LAl any Llds a8 Absead) ekl Garag cp il e JAIL L)

Lally (Al Loy ding)y lgae e (uleSs 4y (& (Gl LAleall Cud Cipgy Hha

G Cela Loy ) il (lagaae Gluedl Caddis Ledieg cludd 4 pall 8 dc pas
tCgal) e Lo Wil cdailitiay (Aolall A€ daad s cul€ L il Jal (e 3l

'She ought to be home putting a diaper on the baby. Christ, | hope |
never live to be that old.' (...) "My God, can you feature that old lady?
She's a nut about these things. They ought to charge her room rent.' She
shook her head. 'l hope I never live to be that old," she said again.

The meeting with the old lady depressed Gloria very much. She
said it reminded her of the women in the little town in West Texas where
she had lived. 1’
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"You're jealous,' | said.

"You're goddam right I'm jealous. As long as | am a failure
I'm jealous of anybody who's a success. Aren't you?'
‘Certainly not,' | said.

"You're a fool,' she said. 11
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"‘We both have grown daughters,’ Mrs Higby said.
'Do you know where they are tonight and what they're
doing?"
Neither woman said anything.
‘Maybe | can give you a rough idea," Gloria said. 'While
you two noble characters are here doing your duty by
some people you don't know, your daughters are probably
in some guy's apartment, their clothes off, getting
drunk.'1t
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'Rocky and | have been talking it over and we've decided to take the
thousand-dollar prize and split it up between all of you--and I'm going
to throw in another grand myself. That'll give everybody fifty bucks
apiece. Is that fair?' (...)

'Kids," Rocky said, 'we've had a lot of fun and I've enjoyed working
with you. Maybe some time we can have another marathon dance--'*?*
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'Heel and toe there,' Rollo said. "You're running.'

'I'm doing the best I can," | said.
'Heel and toe," he said 'Like this--'

Sttt 2079




dda pal) Chaw daaa glea /a

He stepped in front of me, illustrating what he meant. | had
no trouble at all in learning. The trick was to keep your shoulders and
arms properly timed. | had no trouble at all in figuring that. It seemed
to come to me naturally. It was so simple, | thought for a moment |
must have done some heel and toe walking before 2
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That night, for the first time since the contest started, the hall was
crowded and practically every seat was taken. The Palm Garden was
crowded too and there was a lot of boisterous laughing and talking at

the bar. 'Rollo was right,' | said to myself. 'Mario's arrest was the best
break Socks ever had.' 128
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'Next time I'm going to cut your throat,' James said to Gloria. 3
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Mario Petrone, a husky Italian, and Jackie Miller, a little blonde,

went up to the platform to some applause. They spoke to Rocky and
then began a tap dance that was very bad. Neither Mario nor Jackie
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seemed conscious that it was bad. When it was over a few people
pitched money onto the floor*2,
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So, Mario went to jail and Mattie went back to the farm. _|I
remember how surprised | was when they arrested Mario for murder. |
couldn't believe it. He was one of the nicest boys I'd ever met. But that
was then that | couldn't believe it. Now | know you can be nice and be
a murderer too. Nobody was ever nicer to a girl than | was to Gloria,

but there came the time when | shot and killed her. So you see being
nice doesn't mean a thing... 1%
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"You got me all wrong, ladies," Socks said. 'There's nothing
degrading about this contest. Why, these kids love it. Every one of
them has gained weight since it started--'

"You have a girl in this contest who is about to become a
mother," Mrs Higby said, 'one Ruby Bates. It is criminal to have that girl
running and walking all day when her baby is about to be born.
Moreover, it is shocking to see her exhibiting herself to the world in
that half-dressed condition. | should think she at least would have the
decency to wear a coat--'13*
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(Ramonet)Ignacio, Geopolitics of Chaos, Algora Publishing, 1998, p.92; (Dixon)Wheeler
Winston, Early Film Criticism of Francois Truffaut, Indiana University Press, 1993, p.34.
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University of Oslo, 2008, p.9; (Fisiak)Jacek, Contrastive Linguistics and the Language
Teacher, Pergamon Press Ltd, Oxford, 1981, p.1.
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Proceedings of the Eighteenth Annual Meeting of the Berkeley Linguistics Society, 1992, p.
214-236.
6 (Fisiak)Jacek, Contrastive Linguistics, op.cit, p.1.
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The University of Michigan Press, Michigan, p2; (Abu-Jarad)Hassan A, English
Interlanguage of Palestinian University Students in Gaza Strip: An Analysis of Relative
Clause and Verb Tens, Ball State University PhD Thesis, Muncie, Indiana, 1986, p14.
9 (Lado)Robert, Linguistics Across Cultures, op.cit, p.2.
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(Morace)Robert A., The Novelist Irvine Welsh's Trainspotting: A Reader's Guide,
Continuum International Publishing Group, 2001, p.25.
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Irvine Welsh’s Trainspotting, Pro Gradu Thesis English Philology, Faculty of Humanities,
University of Oulu, Finland, Spring 2014, p.3, 43- 44.
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(Berge)Anne Marit K., The Narrated Self and Characterization: Paul Auster s Literary
Personae, Nordic Journal of English Studies, University of Oslo, 2005, p.101- 118.
&OB) cosd gsla sene A WY LA fdse /hitp://dramaisrael.org/playwright/botzer
(Blaa 8 130 1dsaall 5 22019 Sl 21:d 530
1996 ,Ta1y DY NRXIN WA "R INT [T 101200 L12'001 0, 719(100IR) 42
43 (Toro)José Luis, The Concept of the American Dream in Paul Auster’s “Mr. Vertigo”,
Universidad de Chile, Facultad de Filosofia y Humanidades, Departamento de Literatura,
Santiago, 2005, p.14- 17.
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Anchor Question Tag Polarity
(1) Makes you really think, doesn’t it. (LSAC)? Positive—Negative (+/-)
(2) Ohit’s not very valuable is it? (BNC-S) Negative—Positive (—/+)
(3) So this is the letter he sent you is it? (LSAC) Positive—Positive (+/4+)
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