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Abstract 

From the perspective of interest in the subject of imagination, 

its role in the poetic language, and the care to define its 

concept, I have closed my studies to: (the imagination of the 

ancient Arab critics from the third century AH, to the end of 

the eighth century AH). The study was established to 

determine the concept of fiction and follow its development, 

both chronologically and historically of Arab critics, starting 

from the third century AH until the end of the eighth century 

AH. The one who contemplates the concept of fiction, finds 

it, to a  large extenct,   carries multiple and various features;  

some are literary and critical related to the definition of 

poetry and how to manufacture it, and rhetorically  deals with 

the relationship between fiction and analogy, representation, 

photography and metaphor; and psychologically related to 

imaginary psychic powers; and cognitive with innovative  

creative characteristics. This is what this study has shown in 

six axes. Its pioneers from the old Arab critics  have been 

enumerated, and their contributions varied.  It is preceded by 

an introduction to the concept of imagination linguistically 

and idiomaticlly, and then the imagination of the Greek 

philosophers  and  the Greece. 
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