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The Religious Dimension of the Theory of the
Historian

Henri Pierenne( d.1935) ** The Mediterranean Unity"'
Iman Abd el Tawab Khalawy Hassanin
Assist. Prof. of Medieval History - Department of History
- Faculty of Arts - Damanhour University- Egypt.

Email: eman.khalawi@art.dmu.edu.eg

Abstract : The Theory of "The Unity of The Mediterranean”
is a problem that found its advocate and propagation in a
historical and philosophical form, thanks to its author, the
Belgian historian Henri Pierenne (1862-1935 AD) who dealt
with it in his books such as: "Medieval Cities" as well as in his
book "Charlemagne and Muhammad"; he composed it in the
context of colonial thought by a medieval historian, so the
theory of the "unity of the Mediterranean” was in its economic
and commercial nature And accusing the Muslims of breaking
the unity of the Mediterranean when the Muslims crossed to
North Africa and from there to Andalusia, then the
Mediterranean became divided into two parts, north for
Christians and south for Muslims, thus invasion ending the
family of the Commonwealth that gathered peoples of the
Mediterranean basin, and instead of the Mediterranean being a
Roman lake, it became an Islamic lake. & Instead of unifying
eastern and western Europe, it became a Christian north and a
Muslim south.

This theory has become subject of controversy among
supporters who consider it a "historical will"* with a strategic
dimension in shaping the Christian West's view of the Islamic
East. As for the other side, he describes it as a "catastrophic
theory", However there is a religious aspect that historians have
neglected to study sufficiently so that the West does not accuse
them of bias towards Islamic history civilization, although that
theory was revived again in circles of media Politicians, and
academics in the West to distort the image Islam, and making
that theory one of the chapters of the "Clash of Civilizations
Theory".

Keywords : Medieval Mediterranean , Henri Pierenne , The
Mediterranean Unity ,
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Nigel Bagnall: The Punic Wars "Rome, Carthage and the Struggle for
the Mediterranean” , first published , Random House, London, 1999 ,
pp. 111, 142- 143 , 323-326 , 334-335.
(¥) David Abulafia: The Great Sea "A Human History of the
Mediterranean™ , Oxford University Press, first edition ,Oxford , New
York , 2011, p. 199; Zachary Anderson: The Rise of the Roman

Empire, Cavendish Square Publishing, LLC, first edition , New York,
2016, pp. 43, 148.
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®Henri Pirenne: Medieval Cities "Their Origins and the Revival of
Trade" , Trans. by Frank D. Halsey, Princeton University Press,
Princeton, New Jersey, 1925 , pp. 24- 25 ; Norman. Baynes : M.
Pirenne and The Unity of The Mediterranean World in The Pirenne
Thesis Analysis, Criticism, and Revision, ed. Alfred Havighurst ,
D.C. Heath &company, Boston, 1958, p. 54.
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Schroeder, H.J :op. cit.., pp. 324 — 325.
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Augustine of Hippo (Saint) :
- Answer to the Letters of Petilian, the Donatist
bishop of Cirta , book first , Chap. 4,5, in The
Works of Aurelius Augustine: Writings in
connection with the Donatist controversy , tran.
by Marcus Dods , vol. 3, T. & T. Clark, 1872.

Decrees of The First General Council of
Constantinople 381 A. B.:
- Canon: 3 , In Schroeder H. , Disciplinary
Decrees of The General Councils , Herder book
, London , 1937 .

Decrees of The General Council of Chalcedon, 451 A.
B.:
- Canon ,28. In Schroeder H. , Disciplinary Decrees
of The General Councils .

Decrees of The First General Council of Nicaea 325 :
- Canons. 4, 5, 6, In Schroeder H. , Disciplinary
Decrees of The General Councils .

Einhard :
- The Life of Charlemagne, Tran. By Samuel Epes
Turner, Harper brother , New York , 1880.

Evagrius Scholasticus :

- The Ecclesiastical History of Evagrius " History
of The Church from AD 431 to AD 594, Edited
and trans. by Edward Walford , Published by
H.G. Bohn, London, 1854.

Gregory of Tours :
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- The History of The Franks , trans. & Introduction
by. Lewis Thorpe , Penguin Books , first
Published , 1974.

John Malalas:

- Chronicle of John Malalas, "Book 8 - 18, Trans.
by Matthew Spinka & Glanvlle Downey,
University of Chicago Press,Chicago, Illinois,
1940

Jordanes:

- The Gothic History of Jordanes, Entroduction &
Commentary by Charles Christopher , Princeton
Universty Press, Princeton , London , 1915.

Schroeder, H.J :
- Disciplinary Decrees of The General Councils ,"
The Second Council of Lyons 1274" , B. Herder
Book CO, London, 1937.

Socrates Scholasticus :
- The Ecclesiastical History of Socrates , Trans. &
notes by Valesius , Henry G. Bohn , London,
1853.

Sozomen:
- The Ecclesiastical History of Sozomen
"comparising History of The Church From 324
To A. D. 440" , Trans. by Edward Walford M. A.
, London , 1855.

Theodoret of Cyprus:
- Ecclesiastical History of Theodoret , in Greek
Ecclesiastical Historians , Samuel Bagster & Sons
, London , 1843.

Theophanes :
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- The Chronicle Of Theophanes , Trans. By Harry
Turtledove, University of Pennsylvania Press |,
Philadelphia , 1982.
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Allen Brent:

— The Imperial Cult and the Development of
Church Order, Brill , Leiden , Boston .

Bernard Lewis:

— Islam and the west, Oxford University Press ,
Oxford , 1993.

David Abulafia:
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- The Great Sea "A Human History of the
Mediterranean”, Oxford University Press, first
edition, Oxford, New York, 2011.

Delisle Burns:
— The First Europe, in The Pirenne Thesis Analysis,
Criticism, and Revision, ed. Alfred Havighurst ,
D.C. Heath &company, Boston, 1958.

Gwynaeth Mclintyre:
— The Imperial cult, Brill , Leiden , Boston, 2019.

Henri Pirenne:
- Mohammed and Charlemagne, trans. from
French by Bernard Miall, first Published , George
Allen & Unwin LTD, London , 1939.
— Medieval Cities "Their Origins and the Revival of
Trade" , Trans. by Frank D. Halsey, Princeton
University Press, Princeton, New Jersey, 1925.

Nigel Bagnall:

— The Punic Wars "Rome, Carthage and the
Struggle for the Mediterranean™ , first published ,
Random House, London, 1999.

Norman. Baynes :

— M. Pirenne and The Unity of The Mediterranean
World in The Pirenne Thesis Analysis, Criticism,
and Revision, ed. Alfred Havighurst , D.C. Heath
&company, Boston, 1958 .

Peter Crawford:
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— Roman Emperor Zeno "The Perils of Power
Politics in Fifth -century Constantinople” , first
published , pen & sword Ltd. Yorkshire , 2019.

Zachary Anderson:

- The Rise of the Roman Empire, Cavendish
Square Publishing, LLC, first edition , New York,
2016 .
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