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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to identify the current status of the food gap and the food security
of fish in the KSA during the period (2000-2018). It relied on the secondary data
published by the relevant authorities and employed descriptive and quantitative
analysis. The results indicated the relative stability of fish self-sufficiency in the
Kingdom, which is about 42.4% during the study period. This is consistent with the
economic logic in terms of the actual consumption growth rate (3.7%) approaching
the domestic production growth rate (3.5%). While imports are increasing at a growth
rate of 3.8% annually, which confirms the increasing size of the apparent gap with an
annual growth rate of about 3.9%. The results also showed that the size of the
objective gap was about 460 thousand tons; which is more than the apparent gap of
about 117 thousand tons on average during the period 2000-2018; this may be due to
the apparent decrease in the average Saudi per capita fish share (7.5 kg/year)
compared to its global counterpart (20.5 kg/year). The values of the instability
coefficients of food gap from fish also showed their relative stability, possibly due to
the stability of their constituent economic variables.The size of domestic production
and the amount of imports were the most significant factors affecting the ratio of self-
sufficiency (0.95), while the amount of imports and the average annual per capita
were the most siginificat for the size of the food gap (0.97). The strategic stock of fish
was about 64.4 thousand tons, sufficient for domestic consumption for about four
months, and the food security coefficient was about 0.32 as the average of the study
period, reflecting relative food security for fish in the Kingdom. The study
recommended increasing investments in the fish sector through establishing new
projects, expanding existing projects and increasing storage capacities to meet
emergency conditions, especially in the light of the crises that countries face as
Corona pandemic, and achieving self-sufficiency and food security in line with the
national transformation program and the Kingdom's vision 2030.

Key words: Food Security, Food Gap, Self-Sufficiency,Strategic Stock, Consumption.

19 of 19Page

b
CNE A | b EEPPYL = é
Lo 93 9aSC0 Mg (palall o
Academy of Scientific
Research & Technology



