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Ali Ibn Abi Talib Speech of Jihad
An Argumentative Study
Abstract

Ali Ibn Abi Talib( may Allah be pleased with him) was the
most prominent speaker among all The Companions, which was
the rationale of selecting his speech of Jihad. Owing to their
focus on rhetorical argumentation, Perelman and Tyteca's
perspective was adopted. The purpose of the study is to
approximate this text to Arab speech art in order to identify the
argumentative techniques adopted by Imam Ali in this speech in
an attempt to persuade his followers with the necessity of
defending their lives, honour and money.

The speeches of Imam Ali ,in my view, represent the
seminal work of argumentation introduced to Arabic prose.
Consequently, Arabic argumentation art emanated from the
womb of Arabic speech art. Imam Ali’s speech came as
consecutive arguments in the form of causes and effects; Jihad is
a reason of going to The paradise in the hereafter, the
abandoning of which is humiliation in this world and the
hereafter. Imam Ali called his supporters to fight, but they didn’t
obey him with the result that they were humiliated and
righteous men of them were killed and women were insulted.
When imam Ali persistently urged them to fight ,they fabricated
flimsy excuses as they are not real men but semi-men. As a
result, Imam Ali repented knowing them as they were the reason
Qureish claimed he is not a warrior, but his actual history surely
affirms he was a valiant warrior all his lifetime.
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