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C. MIDDLE EAST COMMAND NEGOTIATIONS

16. Proposals Presented to Egypt by the Governments of the United
States, the United Kingdom, France, and Turkey, October 13, 1951

DOCUMENT A

POINT I

Ezvpt belongs to the free world and in consequence her defense and that of
2= Middle East in general is equally vital to other democratic nations.

POINT 1I

The defense of Egypt and of other countries in the Middle East against
gr-zssion from without can only be secured by the cooperation of all interested
PoweTS.

POINT III
The defense of Egypt can only be assured through the effective defense of
2e Middle East area and the coordination of this defense with that of adjacent
POINT IV

& therefore seems desirable to establish an Allied Middle East Command in
Wmcs the countries able and willing to contribute to the defense of the area
smmes participate. France, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the United States
e orepared to participate with other interested countries in establishing such
% "ommand. Invitations to participate in the Command have been addressed
W “ostralia, New Zealand, the Union of South Africa, who have indicated their
{mme=== in the defense of the area and who have agreed in principle.

L POINT V

Zoot is invited to participate as a founder member of the Middle East
znd on a basis of equality and partnership with other founder members.

POINT VI

£ Soipt is prepared to cooperate fully in the Allied Command Organization
sezoodiance with the provisions of the attached annex, His Majesty’s Govern-
“or their part would be willing to agree to supersession of the 1936 Treaty *
wozld also be willing to agree to withdraw from Egypt such British forces

wv of Aug. 26, 1936; British and Foreign State Papers, vol. 140, pp. 179 ff.
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as are not allocated to the Allied Middle East Command by agreement between
the Egyptian Government and the Governments of other countries also partici-
pating-as founder members.
POINT VII
As regards armed forces to be placed at the disposal of the Allied Middle
East Command and the provision to that Command of the necessary strategic
defense facilities, such as military and air bases, communications, ports, etc.,
Egypt will be expected to make her contribution on the same footing as other
participating powers.
POINT VIII
In keeping with the spirit of these arrangements Egypt would be invited to
accept a position of high authority and responsibility with the Allied Middle East
Command and to designate Egyptian officers for integration in the Allied Middle
East Command Headquarters staff.

POINT IX

Facilities to train and equip her forces will be given to Egypt by those partici-
pating members of the Allied Command in a position to do so.

POINT X

The detailed organization of the Allied Middle East Defense Organization and
its exact relationship with the N.A.T.0O. have yet to be worked out in consulta-
tion between all the powers concerned. For this purpose it is proposed that all
founding members of the Allied Middle East Command should send military
representatives to a meeting to be held in the near future with the object of pre-
paring detailed proposals for submission to the governments concerned.

DOCUMENT B

TECHNICAL ANNEX
[1]

In common with other participating powers who are making similar contribu-
tions to the defense of the area.

(a) Egypt will agree to furnish to proposed Allied Middle East Command
Organization such strategic defense and other facilities on her soil as are indis-
pensable for the organization in peacetime of the defense of the Middle East

(b) that she will undertake to grant forces of the Allied Middle East Com-
mand all necessary facilities and assistance in the event of war, imminent menace
of war, or apprehended international emergency including the use of Egyptian
ports, airfields and means of communication.

[2]

We should also hope that Egypt would agree to the Allied Supreme Com-
mander’s Headquarters being located in her territory.
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[3]
Iz keeping with the spirit of these arrangements, it would be understood

‘z) that the present British base in Egypt would be formally handed over to

Egyptians on the understanding that it would simultaneously become an

Allied base within the Allied Middle East Command with full Egyptian participa-
tion in the running of this base in peace and war

(b) that the strength of the Allied force of participating nations to be stationed
in Egypt in peacetime would be determined between the participating nations
including Egypt from time to time as progress is made in building up the force
of the Allied Middle East Command.

[4]

It also would be understood that an air defense organization including both
the Egyptian and Allied forces would be set up under the command of an officer
with joint responsibility to the Egyptian Government and to the Allied Middle
East Command for the protection of Egypt and Allied bases.

17. Rejection by Egypt of the Joint Proposals: Statement of Regret
by the Secretary of State, October 17, 1951

It is with genuine regret that the U.S. Government received notification on
October 15 of the rejection by the Egyptian Government of the proposals pre-
sented to it on October 13 by the United States, France, Turkey, and the United
Kingdom. This Government has noted with surprise that the Egyptian Govern-
ment rejected proposals of such importance without having given them the careful
and considered deliberation which they merited. These proposals were formulated
by the nations interested in the welfare and security of the Middle East after the
most intensive and thorough consideration of the special problems of the area.
The invitation to join with the other sovereign nations of the free world in a joint
and cooperative effort to make the world safe from aggression was wholly con-
sistent with the independence and sovereignty of Egypt.

Vigilance in protecting the liberties we enjoy is the responsibility of every
nation of the free world. The spirit of responsibility to others requires that no
nation carelessly precipitate events which can have no constructive end but which
by their nature create those elements of confusion and weakness which tempt
aggression. It is the hope of the U.S. Government that Egypt will carefully recon-
sider the course of action on which it has embarked and will recognize that its own
interest will be served by joining the other nations of the free world in assuring
the defense of the Middle East against the common danger.

The U.S. Government must reaffirm its belief that the action of the Egyptian
Government with respect to the Anglo-Egyptian Treaty of 1936 and the agree-
ments of 1899 regarding the Sudan is not in accord with proper respect for inter-
national obligations. For its part, the U.S. Government considers the action of the
Egyptian Government to be without validity.
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It is the sincere hope of the United States that great restraint will be shown
in the present situation and that the obligation of all nations towards the preserva-
tion of world law and order will be respected.



