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' Abstract

Political discourse analysis is nowadays taking a privileged
position. Recently, there has been an increasing interest in the study of
political discourse. This research tackles nonverbal communication in
political discourse. It analyzes four international speeches-of Barack
Obama during his rule from 2009 to_2016; two speeches addressed to the
- Muslim. world and two speeches to the non-Muslim world. The
framework of the research 1s based on Pease & Pease's (2004) and
Livingston & lemgstonm (2004) analysis of nonverbal cues. The -
analysis of nonverbal cues encompasses positive aspects of body
langunage like eye contact, palms up, waving hands, smiling and laughter.
The results of the research reveal that Barack Obama is a skillful speaker
who is able to use nonverbal cues to achieve rapport with different
forelgn audiences.

Key words: political discourse, body language, Barack Obama,
nonverbal cues, rapport

_ Introduction

More than 55% of communicationi can be achieved through body

language and only 7% through words and around 38 % through tone of
* voice (Cited in Livingston 2004, p. 11). This highlights the necessity of
" body language analysis of p011t101ans People always believe in what they
see more than what they hear. Politicians' body language is far from
_ accidental. According to Devito (2015,p.122), more information can be
-communicated nonverbally than words do. Hence, the purpose of the
current research is to investigate and interpret the nonverbal behavior of
Barack Obama. Through nonverbal behavior; myriads of emotions,



feelings and mindset can be conveyed. Nonverbal behavior and body
language can be used to enhance candor, caring, and rapport. Influential
body language promotes and reinforces.the charisma of the speaker. It
opens doors of persuasion and makes it easy Ile‘;"ﬂ‘,lQlﬁ'&Udiﬁ‘:HG? to. follow
the speaker ] '
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"1- How does Barack Obama comihuinicate nonverbally w1th drfferent
’forexgn Muslim and Non—Mushm andiences in hIS mternauonal
speeches from'2009 to 20167 - - AT - S

F2- \Nhat are the' ‘similarities 'and dlfferences mamfested in Barack
Obama's nonverbal behaviour in addressmg the Miuslim vs. Non-

Mushm world from 2009 to 2016’? - B
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therature Revnew & Theoretlcal Frameworks 3 . P

Political drscourse occup1es a pnvﬂeged posxtlon in® research
nowadays Scholars have contributed to the field of polmcal chscourse
ana1y31s ‘with numerous studies. Of these contributions: Chilton &
Schafther (1 997, 2002) Van Dl_]k (2002 2004), Joseph (2006) Obeng &
Hartford (’7008) Okulaska & Cap (2010), and Farrclouoh (2012)
Résearch i in pohtlcal discourse analy51s has focused on the’ mvesngatlon
of the genre of pohtrcal speeches of world ledders.” For example Allen
(2006) focuses on' the analysis of Austl alian pol1t1ca1 discourse;” Fraser
(2010) stud1es hedgmg in the pohtlcal dlscourse of’ George “Bush ; El-
Hussari (2010) ‘presénts’a critical “discolirse analyms of George Bush'
speech on Iraq war in 2007 Al-Mizori (201 1) “focuses on the 1mgu1st1c
methods USA: politicians used tojustify the invasion of Iraq-; Sharndama
& Mgbemena (2015) study - Nigerian political discourse and Mazlum &
Afshin (2016) compare -the- language: of Pres1dent ‘Barack Obama- and
President Hassan Rouhani: - Y .

ey,

Recent researches have focused on Barack Obama s intérnatiorial
speeches Of these researches is Gadallas (2012) study whlch tackles
Barack Obamas speech at Calro Umversrry in 2009 in’ Egypt I’ seeks to
' uncover the hldden' 1deolog1es underlymg the speech employrng Van
' DleS (1998 2006) ‘model of cntlcal discourse analys1s It rnvestlgates
the d130urswe and 1deolog1cal features of the speech It focuses on the
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analysis of form (syntactic structures), meaning (sema.ntms) and actions
(communicative and speech acts).

Aschale (2013) analyzes four speeches of Barack Obama during
the period from 2009 to 2013. Two speeches are delivered outside the
USA: "Speech on “A New Beginning” by President Barack Obama, Cairo
University 2009", and "Speech by President Barack Obama on his Israeli
trip to the Israeli Young People, Jerusalem 2013". The other two speeches
are delivered in the USA: "Speech by President Barack Obama on U.S.
Policy in the Middle East and North Africa, Washington, DC 2011", and
"Speech by President Barack Obama at American Israel Public Affajrs
Committee (AIPAC) Policy Conference, Washington, DC 2012 ". The
aim of this study is to investigate Barack Obama's representation of
Ammerica, to investigate Barack Obama's ideologies and strategies towards
these countries and audiences, as well as to investigate how Barack
Obama influénces and persuades his audiences but keeping the American
“power and hegemony at the same time. This study employs critical
discourse analysis apliroaches based on analyzing linguistic and semiotic
aspects, combined with investigating the stratégy of narration of certain
concepts like religion, morality, ideology, identity and change. The
results of the study revealed that Barack Obama is able to influence and
persuade his audiences through his language and the aforementioned
strategies and is able to keep the American hegemony when dealing with
the others even with the allies. :

Sajjad "(2015) investigates Barack Obamas speeches to the Muslim
World and the Middle East .This study investigates the underlying and
implicit agendas, doctrines and ideoldgy of Barack Obama's speeches
towards the Muslim World and the Middle East. Moreover, it investigates
the themes of cha.nge democracy, hegemony, huthan rights, worthen's
rights, and rehgxon and morality. ThIS study employs Fairclough's (2002)
approach of critical discourse analysis as ar ahalytical framework with
the help of some aspects borrowed from Wodak's approaches. The results
reveal that Barack Obama is a s}qlﬁ.d orator and intelligent politician. He

is able to reach his different audiences through his language which is
" packed up with positiveness, optimism and change but at the same time
keeping the interests of the USA and its allies. He always targets the
young youth to follow his views.



Nonverbal Cues and Body language:

A classic. study by: Dr. . Albert-. Mehrablan at the University of -
California at Los Angeles found that the total impact of a message is
based on 7 percent words used, 38 percent tone of voice, and 55 percent

» 3", facial expressions, hand gestures, body position, and .other forms of
nonverbal communication. (Goman, 2008, p. 15) St

* In the light of the above quotation, it is clear that nonverbal 51gns
take the 'lion's share' in the process of communication. The mterest in the
study of body' language returns back to .the pre-twentleth century to
Charles Darwin's The Expression of the' Emotions m 'Man and Animals
(1872). This woik was the cornerstoné of the majority of the works ‘that
were done by othér researchers like Albert Mehrabian, Ray B1rdwh1ste11
(Pease &Pease, 2004, p. 9);

According to Pease (1981, p. 124), bodyr language movements can
be spontaneous or learned. However in both" cases, they influence others
and their*stands towards- certain issues. One such influence is "rapport”.
Moreover, body language can nhot be interpreted in isolation from’ culture
circumstances or other ‘gestures. It must be interpreted ir' combination
with other gestures. "Like any other language body language consists of
words," sentences and punctuatlon Each gesture is dike a single word and

-a word may have- several dlfferent meanings"(p.13). Body language
varies from one’culture to arother (Livingston , 2004, pp.16-17) so it is
counted- for Barack Obama that he is able tb accommodate Lis body
language in accofdance to that of hls d1ffereht audlehces

.. According  to beVlto (2015) ihote 1nformat1t)n can be
communicated nonveibdlly thah woids do. Heé defihes nonverbal
communication as follows: .

Nonverbal communication is ‘communicafion without words. * You
- communicate nonverbally ‘when you. gesture, smile o frown, widen your
eyes, move-your chair closer to someone, ‘wear jewelry, touch someone,
raise your vocal volume, or even say nothing. The crucial aspect of
nonverbal communication is that the message you send is in some way
received by one or more other pcople (p 122)

1

Speakers can use nonverbal communication to communicate
information, to influence others, and to show attractiveness and
popularity (Burgoon, Guerrero, & Floyd, 2010 cited in DeVito , 2015, p.



122). DeVito (2015) suggests that nonverbal. messages interact with
verbal messages to achieve dlfferent functlons

.t

1- Nonverbal message can be used to accent and emphasize the verbal
message. '

2- Nonverbal message can be used to complement the wverbal

' message. _

3- Nonverbal message can be used to confradict the verbal message.

4- Nonverbal message can be used to control the verbal message

5- Nonverbal message can be used to repeat the verbal message.

6- Nonverbal message can be used to.substitute the verbal message.
(pp 122-3)

Negative vs. Posxtlve Body Language:

Pease and Pease (2004) state that p031t1ve body language includes
smiling face, head tilting, eye contact straight posture (pp. 378 — 9). In
the same vein, accordlng to L1v1ngston and Livingston (2004) gaining
‘people’s respect necessitates concentrating on positive body language. On
the ofie hand, 'positive body' language includes: "relaxed posture”,

uncrossed arms "good’' eye contact”, "nodding in agreement",
mlhng", "Ieamng in", "open palnis" and "“friendly gestures" On the
other hand, negative body language includes "tense, posture”, ,'crossed

arms”, "poor eye cotitact”, "shakmg the Head in dJsagreemen "
"ﬁdgetmg" "scowling", "arrns behmdhead“ "Ieamng away" and "ciosed
palms” (p. 60). :

Hands: S . _ . y i “orly

:!

Hands are cons1dered the rhost exp1esSlve organs of body Ianguage
There are different geshlres of the haﬂd 1nciudiﬁg hand shaldng and hand
wavmg (L1vmgston & L1v1ngstoii, 2004 p- 74j There zﬂe thiee: important
palm positions: the palm-up, the ﬁalﬁi—down aid the palfn—cloSed—ﬁnger—
poirted (Pease, 1981, p. 29). The palti-up position expresses subinission
and nonthréat. The palm- dowrl jﬂdsnitiﬁ gkpressés authority (Pease
&Pease, 2004, p. 36). The Palm-Closed—F1nger—Pomted position can be
used to oblige the addressees tor submission. (p- 38)

a [



Open Hand Waving:
According to Livingston & Livingston (2004, p. 75), "a full-handed
wave is a sign of welcommg invitation". In addition, it is considered a
sign of friendliness.
Palms up:

- . . -

]
-+

Palm up is deﬁned as "A speaking or Ilstemng gesture made with
the fingers extended and the hand(s) rotated to an upward (or supinated)
position". It can be used to show congeniality, humility, alliance,
nonaggressiveness (Givens, 2002, p. 297). It is -associated with honesty,
truth, submission and allegiance (Pease, 1981, p. 28): '

Thronghout history, the open palm has been associated with truth, honésty,
allegiance and submission. Many oaths are stiil taken With the palm of the
hand over the heart; and the palm is held in the air when somebody is
giving evidence in a court of law; the Bible is held in the left hand and the
right palm held up for the members of the court to view. One of the most
valuable clues to discovering whether someone is being open and honest -
or not - is to watch for palm displays. Just as a dog will expose its throat to
show submission or surrender to the victor, humans use their palms to
display in a similar way to show that they are unarmed and therefore not a
threat" (Pease &Pease, 2004, p. 32).

Eye Contact' :

Eye contact can be defined as "a visual connection made as one
persof1 gazes nitd the eyes of another". It establishes an emotional link
between pecple (leens 2002, p. 290). It can be descnbed as "gateway to
the sdul” (dean 2008, p. 41). The constant eye contact is a sign of trust
and reinforcés rapport (Livingston, 2004, p. 44) it makes the speaker
look confiderit and in clidrge of the speech (James, 2009 P. 139)

Eye cohtact regulates conver:.anon, gives cues of dommance - .. eye
signals ate a_ vital part of being able to read a persoh's attitude and
thoughts. When people meet for the Htst time they niake a séties of quick
J',udgemems about each other, based largely on whdt they see (Pease &
Pease, 2004, p.165). _

Accordmg to Wamnghi: (2010 p. 52) eye contdct can be used to seek
.information, to d1splay intérest and attentioh, to invite interaction, to
reveal attitude, and to influence and dommate others. On the contrary,



lack of eye contact makes the speaker seem unconcerned, distant and less
trustworthy ( DeVito , 2015, p. 356).

Smiling: . v - '

Siniling plays an important role in establishing good relations
between people. The smiling speaker makes his addressees understand
that he is non-threatening and accept him very quickly (Pease & Pease,
2004, p. 70).-There are five common types of smiles: tight- lipped smile,
twisted smile, drop- jaw smlle, sideways- looking- up smile and George
W. Bush grin. (Pease& Pease, 2004, pp. 75 — 9). Of all the types, the
genuine smile is the most valuable when it comes to establishing rapport:

Genuine smiles are generéted by the unconscious brain, which means
they are automatic. When you feel pleasure, signals pass through the part
of your brain that processes emotion, making your mouth muscles move,
your.cheeks raise, your eyes crease up and your eyebrows dip. slightly
(Peased: Pease, 2004, p. 68). When a smile is genuine, the-fleshy part of
the eye between the eyebrow and the eyelid - the sye cover fold - moves
downwards and the end of the eycbrows d1p shghtly (p- 69)

In thlS respect, Goman (2008) argues

A fake smile is easy to produce: it takes only one set of muscles to'stretch
the lip comers sideways and create a grin. But a false smile is also’ easy
fo detect, A genuine smile not only affects the corners of the mouth but
changes the entire face: the eyes light up, the forehead wrinkles, the
cheek muscles rise, skin around the eyes and the mouth crinkles, and
ﬁnally the mouth turns up. ( pp- 72-3)

Lauohter' i o _ T d

Laughter is one of the posmve body language aspects. According
to Ross (1998, p.1), laughter is an important sign of humour. It "attracts
friends, improves health and extends life" (Peasc& Pcase 2004,p79).
Neurd]og1st Henri Rubenstem states "that one miimite of solid laughter
prov1des up to 45 miftlites of subsequent relaxatlon" (p.80).

Data of the Research:

The data of the current research cunsist of four international
"speeches of President Barack Obama durlhg hls rule from 2009 to 2016;
two speeches are addressed to the Muslim world and two speeches

w



i . 8

addressed to the Non- Mushm world They can be seen “from the followm"
tables '

Table (1): International Spceches of Barack Obama to the Muslim ‘World during his
Rale from 2009 up to 2016

No. | Title of the Specech Date olf'peljyery Place of Delivery

1 Remarks by the President on a New June 4, 2009 Egypt
Beginning at Cairo University i =

2 Remarks by the President atthe -~ ‘Novemberl0, 2010 Indonesia
University of Indonesia in Jakarta. y . . . e

4
v

'

Table (2): International Speeches of Barack Obama to the Non- Muslxm Wnrld during
his Rule from 2009 up to 2016 ,

No | Title of the Speech T ‘Date of Delivery Place of Delivery

[

1 Remarks .of Presxdent Barack March 21, 2013 . Jerusalem
Obama To the Peop]e of Israel

2 Remarks hy Pre51dent Obama to the | July 26, 2015 L Kenya
Kenyan PeopIe ‘ . v

Methoﬂbiog’jy of tlie Research:

Thé researcher employs Pease & Pease's (2004) and Lmngston &
Livingston's (2004) approaches of body language analysis as they are very
comprehensive and detailed. They provide analysis of all thé aspects of
body language with their connotdtions like the geshires of head, hands,
legs, eyes, ears, mouth, nose, body postme smile, laughter, pauses ... etc.

For the purboses of the current research the researcher focuses on
positive body language aspecfs thidt ‘cleate and remforce rapport like
positive eye coiitact, sm111ng, laughter noddmg head open palms and
waving hands. These asi:iects are recﬂrreht ih all the- speeches under study.

These aspects according to Pease (1981,p 124) "can make it easy for
others not only to enjoy your company, but to be influenced by your point
of view". , . R S

E)

In investigating nonverbal cues and body language aspects, the
researcher scrutinizes the videos of the speeches to mark the specified



nonverbal aspects. The researcher provides the number of frequency: of
nonverbal cues and provides their interpretation within the political and
cultural context. The researcher provides a transcription of the nonverbal
cues within the transcript. This additional transcription is written in italics
and enclosed in braces. In addition, the researcher extracts sample images
of the nonverbal cues of Barack Obama and attaches them to the analysis.

Analysis, Results and Discussion: .
Smiling Analysis: .

Smiling is recurrent in- all of Barack Obama's speeches to the
Muslim and Non-Muslim worlds. He has a funny face and keeps smiling
ail the time. Moreover, his smile is beaming and genuine. In turn, this
helps him establish rapport, involvement and communication with his
different foreign audiences. However, he avoids smiling when he talks
about important and critical issues. As suggested by Livingston (2010,
p-45), maintaining a genuine smile creates good impressions. Analysis of
" Barack Obama's smiling can be scen through the following tables,
examp’les and images.

Table 3): Occurrences oi Smiling in the International Speeches of Barack Obama to the
Muslim World during his Rule from 2009 to 2016z

Speech title ) . ‘ Occurrences of
: smiling
1 Remarks by the President on 2 New Beginning at Cairo | 2
University .
2 Remiarks by the President at the University of Indonesia | 8
in Jakarta.

3

Table (4): Occurrenees of Sm:lmg in the International Speeches of Bzirack OBama to
the Non- Muslim World during his Rule from 2009 to 2016:

4

Specch title Occurrences of
smiling
1 Remarks of President'Barack Obama To the People of Israel 4
5 Remarks byr President Obama to the Kenyan People 4

‘Examples of smiling in speeches addressed to the Muslim world:

Ex (1)

-



Ex(2)

ven ET L R R AT PR & S T [ T Tt

B . Bl R,

The people of the world can live together in peace. We know that is God's |
vision. Now that must be our work here on Earth, Thank you. And may
God's peace.be upon you Thank you very much Thzmk you. {szlmg}

So we moved to Menteng Dalam, where — (applause) -- hey, some folks™
from Menteng Dalam right bhere. (Applause.) fsmiling} . . . 1 still

‘rerriember “the call of  ‘the vendors. Satay! - fsmiling} 1 remember
‘that. “Baso! {smiling} , {smiling} ." {smiling}But most of all, I remember
“the people ---the old men and women who welcomed. us ‘with smiles; the
children who made a foreign child feel like a neighbor and a friend; and

the teachers who helped me learn about this country:. (Remarks by the
President at the University of Indonesia in Jakarta, 2010)

10
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3T
Examples of smiling in speeches addressed to the Non-Muslim world:

;‘ P oty sl 1o ' s Yt taroa

S

“Thank you. (Applause) * shalofn, thank you ot .s-mzling} Thank you S0
" much.. Thank you, very much, Thank you. Eveiybody; please have'a seat-
Thank you {smiling}. Thank you. .".". (Remarks. of President Ba.rack
Obama To the People of Israel 2013) R Y

.
Y
o P ]

. v . T L o3 .

e And in the United States we .see the legacy of K1p Kemo every
time a Kenyan wins one of our marathons. And maybe the First Lady of
Kenya is going to win one SOomn, - .I told the President -he has, to start

running.with his wife. - We_want him-to stay fit. {smzlmg} (Remarks by
President Obama to the Kenyan People, 2015)

v " . 3
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"Laughter analysis: : '

Laughter is recurrent in all of Barack® Obama's speeches to the
Muslin: and Non-Muslim-worlds. He laughs in nearly all the speeches. In
turn, this helps him establish rapport and create an ‘atmosphere of
familiarity with his different foreign audiences. Analysis of Barack
Obarma's laughter can be seen through the following tables and examples.

Table ( 5):Occurrences of Laughter in the International Speeches of Barack Obama to
the Muslim World during his Rule from 2009 to2016:

Speech title . Oceurrences of
. q|. Laughter
1 Remarks by the President on a New Beginning at Cairo none
University )
2 Remarks by the President at the University of Indonesia | 5
in Jakarta.

! A B .
! . -

Table ®): Occurrences of Laughter in the Internnnonal Speeches of Barack Obama to
the Non- Muslim World during his Rule from 2009 to2016:

{ N ] - R |

Speech title . —— Oceurrences of
! Laughter
1 Remarlks of President Barack Obama To the People of Israel 7
2 | Rémarks by President Obarma to the Kenyan People 20

O

Examples of Iaughter in speeches addressed to the Muslim world:

Ex (1) o

Let me begin with a simple statement: Indonesia bagian dari didi s:aya. I

first came to this country when my mother married an Indonesian named

Lolo Soetoro. And as a young boy 1 was —{laughter } , as ‘ayoung boy I

was coming to a différent world. “But the people of Indonesia quickly -
made me feel at home. (Remarks by the President at the University of

Indonesia‘in Jakarta, 2010). v )

Examples of. laughter in speeches addressed to the Non— Mushm
world: :

Ex(1) : S - :




No, no { laughter}— this is part of the lively debate that we talked
about. This is good. {laughter} You know,{laughter} 1 have to say we
. actually arranged for that, because it made me feel at home. I wouldn’
feel comfortable. if I didn't: have at least one heckler.

. {laughter} (Remarks of Premdent Barack Obama to, the People of Israel
. 2013),

Sms e m e reeecd s Dk Ry A e o as e s maen

.o - 4

Ex (2)

Waving Hands: .

images.

" I am proud to be the first American President to come to Kenya --

(applause) — and, of course, I'm the first Kenyan-American to “be
President of the United States. {laughter} That goes without saying.
(Remarks by President Obama to the Kenyan People, 2015)

. Waving hands is employed by Barack dbama in all of his speeches
to the Muslim and Non- Muslim worlds especially at the beginning and
. the ¢nd of the speeches He uses it as a form of Welcommg and greetmg
'of his audiences. He waves his nght and left hands in the direction of the
aud:xences. This helps him establish rapport and solidarity with the
audiences. This can be seen from the followmg exainples, tables ‘and

13

Table (7): Waving Hands in Barack Obama’s Speechcs to the Mushm World durmg his-
Rule from 2009 to 2016:

1

Tifle of the Speech ‘ anuig hnlgds at Waving hands at

No.
the be&__,uining of the’end of specches
-speeches H I
1 Rerharks by the President on'a New 4 2
Beginning at Cairo University B
2 Remarks by the President at the 42 ‘l : 4

University of Indonesia in Jakarta.

Table (8): Waving Hands in Barack Obama-'s Speeches to the Non- Muslim World

L

.. 4

during his Rule from 2009 to 2016:

No

Title of the Speech Waving harnds at’ the | Waving hands at

beginning of speeches the end
specches

cof
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-1 Remarks of President Barack |2 - ‘ 1
Obama To the People of Israel ) o

2 Remarks by Presxdent Oba.ma to the | none SRR B
Kenya.u People, .. . ' . I T ;

, § e -

‘Examples of wavmg hands in speeches addressed to the Mushm

World: b o . .
At the beginning of the speeches-' LT {
Ex (1) T .

{wavmg his legﬁ‘ hand}thank you. Thank you. {wavmg kis right hand}
Thank you. Shukran. Thank you *very much, - {wavzng his right hand}.
Thank you very much... {wavmg h;s rzghr hand } tha.nlc you .Thank you.
Thank you so much. Good afternoon. 1 am hororéd 16 be in the timeless
city of Cairo, and to be hosted by two remarkable institutions. .

(Remarks by the Presxdent on a new ‘begmnmg 2009)

N

{wavmg hls rzght hand} Terima kasih. { wavzng his Ieﬁ‘ hand} Teruna
kasih, thank you so mich, thank .you, everybody.' Selamat pag1 Wt is
wonderful to be here at the University of Indonesia. To the faculty and the
staff and the students, and to Dr. Gumilar Rusliwa Somantri, thank you so
much for your hospitality. (Remarks by the Pres1dent at the Umvers1ty of
_Indonesm in Jakarta, Indonesxa,2010) :

- MLy B BT




At the end of the speeches: . - _ Co
Ex(1): . i . ! . BN .-
The people of the world can live fogether in peace. We know that is God's
vision. Now that must be our work here on Earth. Thank you. And may
God's peace be upon you. {waving his right hand}Thank you very
much. Thank you. fwaving his right hand} (Remarks by the Presidenton a

Neéw Beginning, 2009) | -

' SR A
Sebagai penutup, saya mengucapkan kepada seluruh - rakyat
Indonesia: terima kasih atas {waving right hand}.  Terima

kasih. Assalammalaikum. Thank you. { waving left hand}, {waving right
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hand}, {waving left hand}(Remarks by the Pres1dent at the Umvers1ty of
Indonesia in Yakarta, Indonesia, 2010y . e

Examples of Wavmg hands in speeches addressed to the Non—Musllm
World: . Ry . : L

' . P ' T - '
. . - .. <

At the beginning of the speechies:

,«Ex (1):
{wavmg rzght hahd}Thank you. (Applause) shal’bm. {wavzng right
,hand}, thank you Thank you 80, much. Thank you very much. Thank
you,, Everybody please. have a seat Thank you Thank you. Thank you
so much. Well, it is.a great honor o be with you here. in Jerusalem. . .-,
(Remarks of President Barack Obama jt_o the People of Israel, 2013)
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Exi(1) May God bless you. May God bless Israel. May God bless the
United States.of America. Todaraba. {fwaving right hand} Thank you.
(Remarks of President Barack Obama To the People of Israel 2013)

Ex (2):

I am here to tell you that the United States of America will be a partner
for you every step of the way. {wavmg rtgkt hand}God bless
you. Thank you, Asante sana.{wavzng Ieft hand} . (Rema.rks by

sl i

Premdent Obama to the Kenyan People, 015) ;

- 4 RTINS
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. Eye Contact:

1 - ¥

Eye'contact is one of the most important nonverbal cues used by
Barack Obama in his international speeches ‘to the Muslim and Non-
Muslim worlds. Barack Obama maintains constant eye contact all the
time towards all the ‘audiences in all directions. Eve cbntact‘includes
looking in two main directions: right and left. It can be seen from the
following tables, examples and images.

Table (9): Eye Contact in Barack Obaxlna's Speeches to the Muslim World during his.
Rule from 2009 to 2016 '

No. | Title of the Speech ’ Looking right Looking left

1 Remarks by the President on & New ' 160 . 186
Beginning at Cairo University

2 Remarks by the President at the 215 - 205
University.of Indonesia in Jakarta,

Table (ltj): Eye Contact in Barack Obama's Speeches: to the Non- Muslim Wo;-ld
during his Rule from 2009 to 2016: .

‘No | Title of the Spee;:h ' Looking right Looking left
1 Remarks of President Barack | 259 - 256

Obama To the People of Tsrael _
5 Remarks by President Obama to the | 182 169

Kenyan People

" Examples of eye contact to in speeches addressed the Muslim world:

Ex (1) .
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Shukran. Thank you very
much. Thank you very much. Thank you . Thank you. Thank you so
much. {looking right then left}.Good afternoon. {looking Ieft} 1 am
honored { looking right}to be in the timeless city of Cairo, and to be hosted
by two remarkable institutions. {looking left} For over a thousand years,
{looking right} Al-Azhar has stood as a beacon tlooking lgft} of Islamic
leamning; and for over a century, Cairo University has been {looking right}
a source of Egypt's advancement {looking Jefit. And together, you
“represent the harmony between tradition and progress {looking right). I'm

1 ’ 3
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grateful for your hospitality {fooking left}, and the hospitality of the people
.+ of Egypt {looking right).- And I'm also' proud to carry with me the
_ goodwill.of the American people; {looking left} and a greeting of peace:

from Muslim commumtles in my country, {looking right}: Assalaamu;- .-

alaykum {Ioalang leﬂ, then lookmg right} (Remarks by the Presxdent ona |,
New Begmnmg, 2009)

LY EER P o ! -

Ex (2 | : L L S
That: spark {Iookmg rzght} of the d1vme lwes W1th1n each of us. {Tooking
left} We cannot give in to doubtior cynicism-or despair. {looking Iefi} The
stories  of, Indonesia and .America should make us optimistic *{looking
right} ., because-it tells us-that history is on the. side -of human progress
{looking left} ; that unity is more powerful than division flooking right};
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and that the people of this world {looking left} can live together in peace
{looking right} . May our two nations, working together, .{looking left}
" with faith and determination,, {looking right} share these truths with all
mankind. {looking left}( Remarks by the President at the Uﬂi\iefsity' of

Indonesia‘in Jakarta, Indonesia, 2010y - oo

%Wy;m o o T

Looking left

Examples of eye contact in speeches addressed to the Non - Muslim
world: :

Ex (1): {looking right} Over the last two days, I’ve reaffirmed the bonds
between our flooking lefi} countries with Prime Minister Netanyahu and
President Peres. {looking right}I’ve bome witness to {flooking left} the
ancient history of the Jewish people at the {looking right)Shrine of the
Book, and Y've seen {looking left}Israel’s shining future in your scientists
and your entrepreneurs. This is a nation {looking right} of museums and
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patents, timeless ‘holy sites- ‘and ' {looking left} ground-bréaking
. innovation. . Only in.Israel could you see’ {looking right} the Dead Sea
Scrolls and the place where the {looking left} technology on board the
Mars Rover originated {fooking right} at the same time. (Remarks of
President Barack Obama To the Pecple of Israel, 2013)

R " Lookingleft . .
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Ex (2) o

L T S L R
“ {looking left then looking'righﬂI\/{y grandfather, for exam'pl{e, he was a .

+ I werit-up-country, flooking'left} I'found the passbook {looking righi}the ="
Jhad bad to-carry as a domestic servant.. It listed his‘age.and his {looking .-
lefi} height, his tribe, flooking right} listed the number of teeth he-had :
missing {looking left then looking right} And he was referred to as a boy,
even though he was a grown man, in that passbook. (Remarks by
-Présidént Obama to the Kenyan Péople, 2015 -~ - -0t + * -

PaTo s e,

. - R ' .} 3
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Open Palms:

Opening palms is very recurrent in Barack Obama's speeches to the
Muslim and Non-Muslim worlds. Barack Obama employs it to express
honesty, truth and allegiance as if he is telling his foreign audiences that
he has nothmg to hide. ThlS can be seen from the following examples and
images.

Table (11): Open Palms in Barack Obama's Speeches to the Muslim World during his
Rule from 2009 to 2016:

No. | Title of the Speech ' - | Open palms

1 Remarks by the President on a New Beginning at’ 50
Cairo University :

2 Remarks by the President at the University of 61
Indonesia in Jalkarta,

Table (12): Open Palms in Barack Obama's Speeches  to the Non- Muslim World
during his Rule from 2009 to 2016:

No | Title of the Speech
i ) Open palms

1 Remarks of President Barack Obama To the People of | 72
Israel

5 Remarks by President Obama to the Kenyan People 86

Examples of open palms in speeches addressed to the Muslim world:

Ex(1):
We meet at a time of great tension between the United States and Muslims
around the world {raises both open palins up} tension rooted in historical
forces that go beyond any cutrent policy debate {raises both open palhzs
up}. The relationship between Islam and the West includes centuries.of
coexistence and cooperation{ raises both open palms up}, but also conflict
and religious wars . More recently, tension {raises both open palms
upthas been fed by colonialism that denied rights and opportunities to
many Muslims, and a Cold War in which Muslim-majority countries were
too often treated as proxies without regard to their own aspirations{ raises
both open palms up} . Moreover, the sweeping change brought by
modernity {raises both open palms up} and globalization led many
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Muslims to view the West as hostile to the traditions of Islam. (Remarks”
by the President on a New Beginning, 2009) , T

4 Eoa . . s o=

Ex (2): ' - CT e -
America has‘a stake in Indonesja gr'ow_ing and 'dgvelop_iné,. {raises both
open palms wup}with prosperity that ig broadly’ shéred.a{'r:gz‘ses boﬁz" open -
palms up}among the Indonesian people -+ because a rising middleclass
here in Indonesia means new rarkets- {raises both open palms up} for our
goods, just as America is a market { raises both open palms-up}-for goods
coming from Indonesia, {raises both open palms up} -So we are investing
more in Indonesia, and our exports have grown by nearly 50 percent, and
we { raises both open palms upjare opening doors for Americans and

. Indonesians to do business with one another. (Remarks by the President at _
the University of Indonesia in Jakarta, 2010)

b
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‘Examples of open palms in speeches addressed to the Non-Muslim

world ;. .

LU N M [ R L 1 o

Bx(1): _ R
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Ex(z) LR 1 ot tT o PRV SR ST SR AR [

"And that brings me to the final area that I'll focils on: prosperity; and
Israel’s broader role in the world. I know that all the talk about {raises
" both open palms up}secunty and pedce can sometunes Beem to
_dominate the headlines, but that's not where people live: And every
jday, {raises both open palms up} even amidst the threats that you face,

. {raises- both open palms up} Israehs are defining: “themselves by the

opportunities that you're creatmg Through talent, and hard work,
{raises both open palm.s' up} Israehs have put thls small country at
{raises both apen palms upjthe . forefront of the global g¢conomy.
(Reniarks of President Barack Obama to the People of Israel 2013)

So there wasn’t a lot of  luxury. Someumes the lights “would. go
out. They stlll do -- is that what someone sa1d‘? But there was something
{raises both open palms up} more 1mpor1ant than luxury on that first trip,
and that was a sense of being {raises both apen palms up} tecognized,
being seen. 1 was a young man and T was: just a few years out of
University. {raises both open palms up}1 had worked as a community
organizer in low-income ne1ghborhoods in Chlcago. . (Remarks by
President Obama to the Kenyan People, 2015)*.-  * *
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Conclusion:’ roon » oL LY A

This research sought to. analyze nonverbal communication in
political discourse. It analyzed four important mtematlonal speeches of
Barack Obama during his rule from 2009 to 2016 SO as to reveal how he
was able to use body language to communicate with his different foreign
audiences. The analysis of nonverbal cues focused on positive body
_ language aspects like eye contact open palms up, wavmg hands, stiling
and laughter. It has been found that Barack Obama's positive body
language aspects are recurrent in all the speeches to the Muslim and non-
Mislim worlds. Moreover thé results ‘of the research revealed that
Barack Obama is a skillful speaker who is able to use nonvérbal cues to
establish rappott with different foreign andiences. . : C
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