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Representations of Women / Body / Authority in the play of the female 

player Malha Abdullah is a cultural approach

Latifa Ayed Al-Buqami
Department of Arabic Language - College of Arts - Taif University - 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Email: naj-lat009@hotmail.com  

Abstract 
This research starts from the study of the representations of 

women / body / power in the play of (ALazifah ) by Malha 
Abdullah, a cultural approach, and the importance of this research 
lies in the disclosure of the cultural patterns, both apparent and 
implicit, in an aesthetic code, specifically in Saudi theater, and by 
an applied procedural practice, as it studies the interactions with 
theatrical texts. Another in terms of attendance and absence are my 
play (Judith), which was translated from Latin by the English 
writer (Cornelius Schonaus), which is from the sixteenth century 
book and is a theatrical text written in the National Library of 
Wales theatrical play, Oresteia, by the Greek playwright, 
Aeschylus, translated in English, in addition to his translation (Abd 
al-Rahman Badawi) of the play in Arabic, and the theatrical tree of 
pearls: by the Egyptian playwright Aziz Abaza. This study is based 
on an introduction that includes a theoretical foundation for the 

following  

Procedural search terms that include (the concept of 

authority - the concept of representations - the concept of the body  

A cultural approach  

The first section: entitled (Comparative cultural references to 
the story of the murderer in the Greek, Hebrew and Arab theater) 
and includes: presence and absence relations, personality / body 
intertextuality, tragic endings. The second section: entitled: 
Elements of dramatic construction, and includes: theatrical 
(monodrama) template, theatrical character, dramatic conflict. The 
third section: entitled (Cultural patterns in the playwright's speech) 
and includes: the patterns appearing in the playwright's play, the 
patterns implied in the Alazifah' play, (metaphor) and includes: the 
study of metaphors, similes and cultural metaphors. Results of the 
study: In it, the most important results of the study are 

summarized  
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The importance of the study: The importance of the study lies 
in the disclosure of the cultural patterns, both apparent and 
implicit, in the aesthetic code, specifically in the Saudi theater, and 

in an applied procedural practice  

Methodology: This study was based on the data of the 
cultural curriculum to disclosure of the cultural patterns that are 
implicit in the text, with the use of some psychological approach 

procedures to study personality  

Research boundaries: the play of Judith the English writer 
(Cornelius Schonaus), the play of Oresteia by the Greek playwright, 
Aeschylus, the play of the tree of the pearl by the Egyptian writer 
Aziz Abaza, and the play of )Alazifah) by Malah Abdullah. 

          Keywords: Representations of women, the body, the authority, 
the playwright, Abdullah’s salt, a cultural approach. 
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Cornelius Schonaus

Modern Language Notes, 32(1

 Oresteia

The University of Chicago
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 يفهىو انتًخ
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Alain 

                                                           

(5) Hall,Stuart.(1997).Representation :Cultural Representation and Signifying 
practice. Sage Publications .London Thousand Oaks. New Dilhi.P15.  
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  الجسذ :يفهىو  -حانخا

Spioza

Subjectivite
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 الدثحج الأول
قافيح الدقارنح لحكايح الدرأج انقاتهحالدرج

َّ
 ؼياخ انخ

 في الدسرح انيىناني وانؼبري وانؼرتي. 
 : ػلاقاخ الحضىر وانغياب 
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 أشكال الحضىر وانغياب : 

أولا

                                                           

Cornelius Schonaus 

(132 ,Modern Language Notes

HolefernesOzia

See Jones, G. A. (1917). A Play of Judith. Modern Language  

Notes, 32(1), 1-6. 
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Artemisia 

Gentileschi Judith decapitant Holopherne

Caravaggio

 See:  
Lähnemann, H., Ciletti, E., & Brine, K. R. (2010). The Sword of Judith. 

Open Book Publishers p. 23-24)

 FRY

Giraudoux
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Holefernes

                                                           

See Tan, N. (2011). Judith’s Embodiment as a Reversal of the 

Unfaithful Wife of YHWH in Ezekiel 16. Journal for the Study of the 

Pseudepigrapha, 21(1), 21-35.  

(3) Jones, G. A. (1917). A Play of Judith. Modern Language Notes, 

32(1), 1-6 .p3. 
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Jones, G. A. (1917 ).p3
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 Holefernes

Oresteia 

                                                           

Jones, G. A. (1917 ).p3

 

Oresteia

Oreste)
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 يضًىٌ أحذاث انخلاحيح :
 

                                                           

See Grene, David &Lattimore, Richmond (1959) AESCHYLUS, the 

Complete Greek Tragedies. The University of Chicago .Vo.l .USA. 
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(1)Grene, David &Lattimore, Richmond (1959) p.180 and p.128.  
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 اهلا . فسمانُ ثم مجّن بُــــلا               فعـــــــــــصنعتى بَدِ حتى استٌى زج

 شادي زأسا عمى عقبفمَخشني !! لَص من ٍشعى بمعجزي            تقٌٍض ما 
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 حانيا: اننظىص الحاضرج :
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  الجسذ  : حانيا : تمخلاخ انشخظيح/

                                                           
(1) See Tamber-Rosenau, C. (2015). Striking Women: Performance and 

Gender in the Hebrew Bible and Early Jewish Literature. Vanderbilt 

University. 
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Holefernes

 Holefernes
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(1)See Tamber-Rosenau, C. (2015). Striking Women.  
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And See Grene, David &Lattimore, Richmond (1959) AESCHYLUS, 
the Complete Greek Tragedies. The University of Chicago .Vo.l 
.USA.p.74, line 1220. 
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(2) See Grene, David &Lattimore, Richmond (1959) p. 125. 
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Orestes
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See Grene, David &Lattimore, Richmond (1959) p.128,line 990. 
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(2) Auer ,Janette (2006) p.267  

(3) Grene, David &Lattimore, Richmond (1959) p. 107.line 420 
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And Grene, David &Lattimore, Richmond (1959)p.108 line 430.  

See Grene, David &Lattimore, Richmond (1959). 
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 .. إنوا الغيرّ ًالحب أذاقاك المنٌنا

 .. ًالهٌى ٍقتن كالحب إذا جن جنٌنا
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ClytemnestraJudith

Holefernes

                                                           
 (1) De Silva, D. A. (2006). Judith the heroine? Lies, seduction, and murder in 

cultural perspective. Biblical theology bulletin, 36(2), 55-61 and,See 

Tamber-Rosenau, C. (2015). Striking Women.  
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(2)Tamber-Rosenau, C. (2015). Striking Women: Performance and 
Gender in the Hebrew Bible and Early Jewish Literature. Vanderbilt 
University.  

SeeTamber-Rosenau, C. (2015). 
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 حانيا : اننض الحاضر : 

Yana Tchkova 
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(1)See Conacher, D. J. (1989). Aeschylus' oresteia. ProQuest Ebook 

Central University of Toronto press .p13. 

See Grene, David &Lattimore, Richmond (1959) p 41 .line 205-225.  

See Grene, David &Lattimore, Richmond (1959) p41.line 225. 
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(1)  See Conacher, D. J. (1989). Aeschylus' oresteia. p.15. 

See Grene, David &Lattimore, Richmond (1959) p41-42.line 226-245. 

(3) See Conacher, D. J. (1989). Aeschylus' oresteia. p.15. 
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 قانة الدىنىدرايا الدسرحي : -1

Monos Drama 

One Man Show
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Mono polylogue
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ّ
 انظراع انذ
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 انفضاء انذرايي : -4
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 طىر انتشثيه : -لاأو
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 طىر الاستؼارج :  -حانيا
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 الأنساق انخقافيح في خطاب انؼازفح : الدثحج انخانج :

Shemes

 الأنساق انظاهرج في يسرحيح انؼازفح :
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 الأنساق الدضًرج في يسرحيح انؼازفح :
 

 

                                                           

 

(4) See Tamber-Rosenau, C. (2015). Striking Women  
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Holefernes

 

 She moste craftilt deceived Holefernes by her fained 
decietes . 

Whom  after he beinge ov (er) whelmed by over much 
drinking of wine immoderately . 

                                                           

(2)See Jones, G. A. (1917 ).p.3   
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 When she had kut of his heade and brought it to the 
citie, by and by. 

  The enimies fled away beinge frightened with greate 
feare.

Holefernes

 

I stand now where I struck him down. The thing is 

done Thus have I wrought, and I will not deny It now . 

That he might not escape nor beat aside his death, as 

fishermen cast their huge circling nets, I spread deadly 

abundance of rich robes, and caught him  fast. I struck 

him twice. In two great Cries of agony he buckled at the 

knees and fell. When he was down I struck him the third 

blow. In thanks and reverence to Zeus the lord of dead 

men underneath the ground .Thus he went down, and the 

life struggled out of  him; and as he died he spattered me 

with the dark red and violent driven rain  of bitter savored 

blood  to make me glad . as gardens stand among the 

showers of God in glory at the birthtime of the buds. 

                                                           

(1) See Grene, David &Lattimore, Richmond (1959) p80.line 1379-1392



 
 

 

 
  

 العربية بجرجا حولية كلية اللغة
مجلة علمية محكمة

  

  

  

  

 ًاشتف كأسا فكأسا .     أشسب هنَئا هنَئاً       

 اطعم ًلا تخش بأسا .     ًاطعم مسٍئا مسٍئاً       

 لَص إثما أن يحشم المسء إثما      افعمٌا ما أمست أن تفعمٌي         
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 إٍى عز الدٍن إن بنت فٌجدِ لن ٍبَنا

  هدّتُ كالطائس المربٌح إن بت طعَنا 
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 الخاتمح :
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