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This study has;unfolded :the development pf the

- “United States policy :towards the Mbmnﬁulf since the

-end of the Second Workd War to the collapse ofthe Cold
War order in 1990. 1 Mas wncovered: the reality that in
recent decades, the LIS policy in]:therfegian was-:sh_aped

by a combination - of:facters. .ewilth various- degrees. of

~ imensity and importance: b).S. polioy in the Arabian Guif
deperids- on  the bases. of strateg!ic donsiderations: and
access to energy. At amore speciﬁc level, however, U.S
policy in the region -ove‘r.-:-me-’pasi:seveml:decadesi- from

*the Truman Administration to the Clinton Administration

were to keep the regionunder contiol so that.U.S interests

can be served. The.development of the U.8; policy inithe

region throughout different stagbs was carried out to
further secure its national interests in the region. lng,fact

the U.S has s;gmf cantly achieved these anls
|
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The. Adabian Gulf reqlo;ﬂ?grgiﬁugﬁ s ﬁlo 3

strategy’: is asftiely! recent*plmmq! lﬁe?gyt-afgfdﬁs '
us- awarehessﬂnd concdm mhquflm-bas

qmmf‘ cantly increased. It Thas been accepted that the”™
establishment of the28owiEt1fnion as a global power, the
sti*atég«i"c "[podtion oftthe region, the creation of the state of
Israel, - aptrithesoll adsotiroes of the region -arsofagtors
contributedcitd! the crivice imploctanceof the.region, tarshe
United Stated'aribiyaltios ianWekternFurapednd Jagan’s
"+ interests. Befsreate tirgakion ofthe Soviet hinion, the-Gulf
regicn was's¢en déan- intmasingly important cockpitiof
super spowet! tivelry «ibétween the 11.$ and the Seviet
“Union. ‘especially sigoe:the Sovietirnvasion of Afghanistan
in late 1979 Phe  ULS concern for the Guif's satiability,
the possibility - of ‘the:Soviet threats; and the need forthe
regions oll; haveled toiseveratimajor statéments.oh part of
~ the U.S presidents. Such'statements or doctrines have
~ ‘been advanced: with: varying - 1degrees of - clanty and
effectiveness.

~‘Purpose of the Stifdy:

However thlS study seeks to emplore the deveIOpment
of the U.S policy towards the Arabian Gulf from Truman
Administration to Clinton Administration. This study will
first explain the setting of the Arabian Gulf, and then it
will analyze the development of the United Siates policy
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towards the Arabian Gu}f{m;mm Afministratiqn

:urml Clmton Admm:stratlon o
.Resnarch Questhns L |

. 'While- it is ansexploratmysmﬂy w:thnegardtethe
- ‘purpose of the study the followmg r¢seavch qnemons will -
- waddressedi. . e | L
127 What was the background of the U.S policy in the
"regnon'? B G
2- What was the motwe of the U S mvolvementmthe
_reg.on" o i N
- What were, the pnmary factors that. mﬂuenced and
-shmd the U.S policy towards the qeglon? _
~Which * factor contributed: the mobt to the U.S- policy
tdwarﬁs the regxon‘? o 5' S |

.
-Was lt an economlc fhctor"’ _

-Was it the Gulf asa sounce Of engrgy"

-Was it a‘strategic factor, so that | the balance of power
could be carried out during the cold war era?

-Was" it ' aimed 10 kéep'the Soviet oﬁt of the region or was
it aimed to prevent a regional power from threatening U.S
interests there? S T R Y

4-Was the U S policy conducted ntn a manner to pursue
| .
o

certaln forelgn polxcy objecnves"
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In order to give a theoretlcal framework thls study will

apply Rosenau’s model of’ rﬁﬂﬁiﬁf?mcﬁlm%
deterningg the U.$ doreign policy-as:oppasediid'ramatic
single- fiictop anatogy . Specifically Ribsanadisimedolwill
be applied in explaining the developmenb-ef: AhbsldS
palicy towards the segion, Mere specifically, this study
will examine whether Rosenau’s theory is applwable in
understandmg the U.S pohcy towards the Gulf I'GFIO]'I For
this purpose it is 1mporfant to discuss thig theory and 1fs
applicability in understanding the U.S policy towaré)s the
Gulf: “In thiy! regard T will “digetss :Rosenau sridbdel in
brief to provide an overview of his'thedry, Rotehoatrs
argued, that.no single, deamatic.. factor is spsponsible for
foreign policy decision-making. In fact, a.s¢t of mpltiple
factors is capable of explgmmgforelgn pollcy demsnons
He has also argued, that five main’ sources do exist in
determining U.S foreign. policies. Which aré as foffows:
External sources,-Societal sources, Governmental sourors,
Role sources, and individual sources. .. -

He has clanntd sthat- if: we: put-thiese - vagiious pieces

© together. - then: we can-analy ze-the i ulipleseuscessafib.8
foreign policy. But he has also recognized the faey that;at
times, some factors -are more, important in understanding
and analyzmg forelgn Rpollc)y decnsnons while at other
times, other factors mavbexmportant Howeverthe main
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argument. of his_ ﬂwory;sﬂwmulnplef#eﬁmsassoumes
of -American foreign pohcy hamgreateig credibility. than
dramatic single factors. ! :

The Setting of the Arablan Gulf'

Although it is somehow impossi le to |solate the
‘Gulf | ﬁom the rest of the whole region, pohtlcally,
economlcally, or strahegncally, the geo-political
characteristics of the Gulf ‘¢an be ex ined separately
The countries under dmcussnon are of course, three
relatively large' ones (Iran, Iraq, and S#udl Arabia) and
five small ones ( Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar,|the United Arab
Emirates and Oman). Seven of the englitareﬁrab while
the “eighth (Iran), which is by far the Iaréest is non-Arab '
state .

g

' Physncally, the Guif countries sp. across an area
of over 1.8 million square miles and include a population
of over 60 million people, with excep#non of Iran.? The
area is bordered by Afghmlstan in the east, the former
Sovnet Umor- in the north, the red sea in the west, and the

. Arabian sea and Indian ocean in the couth. The region is
mostly desert, with oil as the main qlatural resource.
Indeed, it/is because of 011 that this reglbnhasgmmd
international sngmﬁcancc Of the mght countries-only Ixan
and Jraq are potent;a!py self suffi cle.m m agnculture‘
However, the entire, regnon suﬁ'ers ﬁ'on lmuted water
resources. Aside from Iraq and Iran, which have relative
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abifnidarice’ Y0 hribIe Lamid ard Witer” resburces and
potentidlfy  SATHERPORTSE 167 apficINGrAl products; the
other states in the region posses mathy‘deseért fands with
an arid climatel and: a: pod-agricuitrit: ettt EResy: -
counries, unpo;rt practlcally all of their agr 1;culny_,al needs.
Among the Arab countries, ]1aq is at a compa:atwely
advgmced staue of 1ndustual deyelopment particularly in
tn1ms of ewence trglped qlan,power ]ong term
planmng and avaﬂz;blhtﬂy of. r?goulg.‘re§” F_ml;power
wh:lF the. gthg ;tﬁtes A in  the 1cnm§l Stages .. of
mdust;;:qhzatso_n épqghg,r so,gal factogqf s;gmﬁ' cance in
the, Arablan Gulf 15, o fact, reh;glon Aj{hqugh all Ql,)lf"
States adhere to Islamlc faith and althq;,}gh all p,f t;heln,
other than Iran are ruled by Sunni Musllms their
perception of the role of Islam in the affairs of the state
varies sngﬁnﬁ?:aﬁify from' Yite to stafe. Saudi Arabia and
Iran are Tarked’as the t0p ‘of “the "$caté'pf'adherence to
Islam as a gu;de to bovemment 'Sécularism in this context
1s only a mattér of degree, and m no way conveys the
meaning assoexated with the ter’m in the westem poﬁtlcali
system; While on this scale, Iraq appears to be 'more
secular thah it's Gu‘lf‘nelghbors AIthough all states in the
region are ‘filéd’ byauthorxtanan regunes Ilaq, hoWever
differs  from the ofhers Yin the $Surces of
authomarlamém The Iracp socialist remme derives it’s
author:ty to’ rule from ’the Bath partv m the form of the

«onc™ This PDF was created using the Sonic PDF Creator.
=~' To remove this watermark, please license this product at www.investintech.com



eaded: by Saddam
Hussem. who at ﬂumumcuscw . thepgesldemof'
Irag. The political culture of the Iraqi regime pasy is
measured by the teachings; of the Bath party. The other
smaller states; while different in actual_:pxer;ise of power,
are solidly based op tripalis; as expressed in.family
centered mile. Kuwait, thg first of th¢ Gulf Emirates, is

ruled by Al-Sabah family in the authdntarlan but semi-
open tashion rules Kuwalt the first of t[he Arab Eom‘ates,
The “Uhted Arab Emirates (UAE) esTtabﬁshe{d it’s own
form of federal structurg in the early 1970’s, The six
original’ Erirates ‘(Abu-Dhabi, Du_bai Sharja, Umal-
Qaywan; Ajman,and Fugaira) were jdined in 1972 by
Ra'sal Khayma. The federdtion is still “ruled by Sheikh
Zayed:: of ' Abu-dhabi, ‘which s the richest and most
popular among'the Emirates. - -

‘The UAE operates under the provisional
corstitution through a federalrmachmew based 'o'n_ 't_hree
key components: 1- the supreme coundil 2- tj{le"c,a:binet
3-the federal natlonal councd The supreme"council'is
composed of " the rulers of the seven, Emirate's..' Tﬁ_e
cabinet has been composed of technocrats The federal
na'uonal cOuncnl lS composed of 40
from the smal]er Em;rates dmded as fLoll WS: elght each
from Abu-Dhabi and Diibai sxx “each rom S and
ra’sal-Khayma, four each fi_'q_m__Uma] '

embers, mostly
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everyLRFABIAR BulF LAY WeRALs targety retafred
in ithie” Rafhds of e rdfiny cftss: anoe*éntrepléhéunﬁal’
elites,” whﬁe thé  middle ' ckaE Barely Sindfuing An
ecoriGhnic ‘systertr of state cajsi%aﬁ’s‘rh permeates most 6§
the- eouhtrits ‘of ithe - region, “ith “the ru'hhg féﬁﬁ%ﬁes
ﬁamc‘ufaﬂ'y i’ thd bll countrigs, receivihg the lal‘gé‘St

Developmgpt“ of the _‘ Uqlted Stat,es
mterests in " Arabmn Gulf

_ Th,e euolutlou of the Um;pd*Stake,sfpghcy mﬁhe
Gulf may. be.  divided. into ‘twe:distingt. stages: Qm
started. after W.Ol'l.dwar 11 to.the-carly 193(/sapidithe
second was. from the: mid 1970's toithe presentdn the
pro-1970 period, Washington’s s polisy: was.part-ef a -
general Middle East polnqy The Gulf regions
prommence m the Umted States global strategy, is a
fairly recent phenomenon Unhke the major European __
power, the Umted States did not at any stage haye a
colonial presence in the region. Before the 1970 sthe

United States treated the gulf asaBrltlsh domam and
lelayed much on the Brmsh mllztary ,and Roh]ncal
presence to mamtam the reglon “East of Suez”
relatively. st?ble and free of soviet mﬂuence ‘Much of
the earl} Umted $ta1es mvolvement in the region was in
trade and lor the activities of non- govemmental
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Athgridm missions in -education and health’ However,
dutitie' the inter ivdrplriod,United States oil:companies
introdiiced the “first> yajor ‘element| of United: States
interest in the region. by1939 with half ownership of a
coneession in Kuwait. and -exclusive concession in
Bukeaiy and Saudi Arvabia. In: fact the oil companies
were- ‘strinvéntil:in bringing the region to-the:notice of
the Uhited . States. Stilithe Gulf was far from becoming
a strat¢gically importantregion for it because the world
had not fully shifted to ofltas aprimary source.of enetgy.
Although, the Gulf was producing only about:8% ofi the
total worid ‘oiloutpat ahd the United States was simost
self sufficient: inmeting it’s oil requihaments.- The long-
term - sttategic value of-the regions ioil resources was
recognized for the first time during World War I1. The
war “brought into focus the critiCE!i impertance of
petroietnn and ®’s by-product as |foundatlon of .the
ability to fight an advanced war. The immediate post-
war- era marked the evelption of two gther Unijted States
interests in the region: containment iof soviet. inﬂuencg
and the preservat;_on of the cooservatl\{e local reglmes

4

The second stage of the United States
mvolvement in the reglon becam aﬂer the Brmsh
deusuon lo mthdraw from the reelon "It was therefore
natural Ihat lhe British demsmn to! end |t s presencé
East ot Suez” by the early 1970'% would force the
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United:Suatis - tof Bl the:posver vacwuin¢reates by the
British-- withdrawal?ih-ondsr e+ #ind-altesnative wayste
poatect; +it’s /interestsii sthe region. Since the: Linited

States-lhas- conmited st f 1obe-defense of the rogion,
the-actual: work: -of protecting the Gulf was assumedby

the: Shah of Iran under the arrangementworked out-with
the. United States, in-which-ater biecame to-be known as
the: twin-PillarPalicy edopted by Nixon's administration
to.. serve -the; Amercan: . ijectwe ~at, thit- toae, by
understanding.the -respiensibility for the defesisecof the
Gulf, the: Usited States; was-able to segure seversl
interests- that ware. imporant. to the preservation.of it’s
own national interests -and these of westerniiiés.” The
Nixon Doctrine: clearly reflected .the Unisd: States
interests-in the région:which they include OH, market for
the United States goods, end.services, Petro-Dollars
investment:-in :the United: States; and Arms Sale-fo the
region. -
The United States Policy Tewaﬁ&s THE"
Arabian Guif: AR
‘THe Truman Administration
| The Cold War era remarked 1he beginning ?f the
Unlted States mvolvement m the reglon Withl;'; )tlgejgelfté}ai
ohcy of the contamment of the Sovlet influence in the
who]e Mldd!e East Jp hlS speech of March 12, 1947
before the’ connress President  Truman had forma!ly
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anhounced: the: Umited States readmess} 10 meet the
ahalienge of: Soviet expansionism, in. whrﬂ\ became;to.be
knowp - as The Truman Doctrine. Howsver| because of the
British - presence- in the Gulf; the ."U.nite%i - States- dipect
invelvement in the region were limited to the security
guasansee- pravided; to spegific states in 1h$ region. in this
regard. President: Truman, in-Qetober 1950, provided tise
firgi: presidential: secunity. guaranies . ko Saudi  Avshia by
stating, “the United States jsinkerested-in the preservation
of -the independence of Saudi.Arabia.”'" In|fact the United
States was . less interested inthe-direct. invj!)lvement inthe
region within it's-containment policy. It wis in the British
responsibility to protect the region from any soviet threats:
President Truman has formally, announc d, “‘bgcayse of
United States commitments in other ar:hx it is in the
Unitéd' States interest that the United

primary responsibility for Israel and the|Arab States.”"’
However, in subSequent years, the pohcy mak'el"s' in the
United States mcreasmgly perused the United ‘Statés
mititary estabhshment 0 plhy a more prom‘inent rolein’

"ingdom have

the ‘séclirity of the reglon
2- The Eusenhower ;dmlnlstrata?n

The Eisenhower administration became more involved
in the region. The Eisenhower Doctring in ] 957 rose. as.an.
cffort not only to provide wssistance programs far :the::
region, but also.taprotect the region from any aggmesaion

(&)

______ e
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presumibly . ithe 2Soviet. BY the smndurictmen of the:
doctting ip1957, the Eisenhtower-administration called: for
autliorizing the ‘use- of armed ‘forces i it’s necessary to
protéct-the tetritorial integtity’ of ithe region-Theréfore,
Eisertyewet profroted the “establishmént of a/seeldity:
agreenent kriown as The Baghdad: Pavt of 1957 umorig.
Britairiy: Traq,  Iran; . Pakistan and Turkey After Ireq’s
withdrawal :from Baghdad Pact in 1958, the United States
continued: it’s' comnsitment  for -the security of the region
with ' the: othet partness of the Paet nations by-establishing
a . successor organization: known as'the ‘Qentral Treaty
Organ'ization- - (CNTCO)  as . an effort ‘itoiseeure the
The Kuuheﬂv Mnﬁmstraﬂon- |

The Gulf, rcglgn in the Kennedy admlmstratxon as part Of
the Mlc&dle East reglon .was wqwed within the
containment of the Soviet mﬂuence in general. Presgdem
Kennedy has been a strong critic of the Eisenhower policy
regarding' the Soviet influence and the security of the
region. when he came into office in 1961, Ihe Kennedy
administration sought to play a more active role in the
region by ché‘m‘e SUHitY Stated B Fommand” to
utitize: the newly :enlarged: LiB ‘basedoarony forces for
operations. in the: third world. - The strike-command took
the . responsibilities for. the Middle Bast. It seems that the
Kennedy administeation clearly recomnized the growing
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ﬁav;q; lnﬂuepcﬁ /R, the rqg:.on,

support to Israel as a strategic ally to tl'qe Umted Staxps He
indicated that “the balance of power _ would be a guiding
principal of American- Nilddle East policy, “and the Umtfed
Itites™ will incredse ‘thé mlhtary a*s%n&tance to Israel.”
‘Alttiough, in addition 10 it’s readiness to meet the soviet
éharienge and it's’ commitment to ﬁle secui‘tty ‘of ‘the
rbgmn, The Kennedy Adininistration IJFhCS on stétes guch
as’ Iran and Israét agaui&t’a ‘state’of a corbination of states
i the -region that- m&@&t threaten | the’ Umtéd States
tﬂte‘reqts o B

.

The Johnson Admlnlstratlon- o

The . Johnson s admlms;ratlon, pohcy|towards the Guif
region was part of the containment pol:c_y In fact the
United States  policy . during this peﬁod became more
concerned with a growing influence ip,i“_the_scw-i,et gither
du‘ectly or by any states in the region especially Egypt.
The gmwmg power of pres:dent Nasser of E'gyptl with the
Ru551ans support became an issue of concern for the
lohnson S admmlstratlon in the beljef that_'fNasser’s
mﬂuence in the Mlddle East was a threat to the more
tuendl\ regions of Saudl ‘Arabia and the Gulf States
ACCOIdn)"Iy, the Johnson s admm:siratlon decnded to

Lommue to mamtam the balance of power pohcy_mthe
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”'region By “‘providing  hadre “Slippbit o Tsrakl’ with ‘the
betieve “tht 4 strong'as WelT 484 Sedire Tvac] milghit i
the best’ Hﬁelests to*ﬂ*lé’!Jfﬂ%&’Stﬂ%esmd s al?'rés in the

région."

The N:xon Admimstl‘ation'

The impaoytance. of the Arabian. G,ulf as an, era.of
strategic . interests Loithe. United States became clearer
‘during the.. Nixon era. In,fact the Britsh, decision to
withdraw. from, th.eﬁrﬁ&y?n‘ in the early. 1970 made s the
United  Statessmuch awars; that.the, power vacuwm crepted
by the. British. withdsawal, might and in factwill baused
by the Soviet Union or by aregional state in which.the
United States interests at thi@“}e and the sec _ixty of the
region in general and Israel 1}1 paftu:?l ar wn?l be in da;iger
‘However, the  Nixon ' adthinistration’s - prime
considerationsduring ‘the 1970 ¢ Wwee to protect United
States and western intérests’ in the region directly and
more by aregional power.

The awareness of the Umted Stateés tor the securlty
and stability of the region were the dnvmﬁ force behind
the N1xon admmlstratlon pohcy That 1s because as the
become an a;'eq of pemstent unrest in which local
conﬂlctsl between nval Arab states and subverswe
movements a)s”{uell as reglonal tension between Arabs and

Iranians and the erowing Arab nationalism could erupt
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15hhg b&ﬂﬂém by the. Soviet . imperiling western
“interésts m ‘the Gulf: ‘aniainly ol. H $uch risks centainly
“cantiot be ignored: Historically the Guif has usually been
“an area of drvisiof fther than 'of unity and stability, partly
“Yechuse it lacks ary indigenous fodus: for its small and
“scattered Arab ¢ommunities. Althoubh the long-standing
- culturdl and political ‘disputcs in th¢ region. comprise a
' formidable-list, ranging’ ffom -genernl sense of territorial
"¥ivaky between Iran oh-one side and the: Asabs on.the
“ otfier” #nd 'between the Arabs thempelves. Between: Iraq
“and Iran there - dre conﬂlctmg claims to navigation'rights
in’ the Shatt‘Al-Afab waterway in the south,’and the Kurds
““In the" north. On the other- hand, further conflict arises
" between the position of Ifaqas the léading Shiite Muslim
couhtr¥in ‘the Arab werld and the poesition of Iran as the
largest Shiite' non-Arab Muslim copmntry in.‘the region.
"Between Iran, Irdq and-Kuwait there rwas a long hrstory of
bordér disputes left overby the British.'®

o In fact, the Umted States attitude to the British
| decmmn to withdraw ﬁ'om the 1e01bn were indicated by
the pohcy makers’ statements that hneasules were being
taken to fill the vacuum created by th}: British withdrawal,
in which local state or states like I*an and Saudi Arabia
mmht be consndeled to take the secdmty res;:onsxblﬂty of

| the 1801011 Smce then the Unlt d States poTicy has
centered on supportmgthe fwo larg st pro-westerh states
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o¥i-either side of the;Gulf, lvan and Sewdi. Arabia, in order
thiat they might play key - $trategic, and regional security
roles;'® This policy camié: 30:doe knewa as the twin-pillar
policy. ‘atopted by the Nisen-aminisiration, With_ the
-adoption "of this policy, the-dnited States arm salgs 1o Jran
anid Saudi Arabia dramatioady,, increased. as an.effort to
build - up dogal powers, which would be .expected. to
assume : “inereasing; responsibility for collective secugity
- with' the ineseabing amount. of arms.  but,without direct
 participation -of sUnited - States forces.'” .. However, in the
1970’s United- States policy in the region.was focused on
its - efforts. tolipromote Iran -gs: the prime regtonal power
defending - western interests in the Gulf..Agwally, this
policy . has - baen ;aﬁ'ected_:bygeegegaj(EMs,.?.;he; most
important among: them being the. shape: . of the. United
States global strategie pester in.the.wake,of the Vietnam
War.’ Therefore, the: United States turned to Iran.during
the Nixon Administration to play the role in the region as
an- alternative to the British. By arming Iran the United
States security concern in the region will be served Apart
from this, Iran and Saudi Arabia became the twm-plllars
of the Umﬁ?dc&ates policy announced in 1972 by the
Nmon Admmlstratlon of placmg rellanee on two states in
the reg,mn lo prov:de for local and regional security and
qtabl;lm lt}?th:s regard the United States military sales
10 lran dramaqcally mereased during t the 1970‘5 under of
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‘what ‘it il been known as * weapons for-oil” policy used
DY ithe Wixon - Admihisration 10 iconvirice the Uniited
States Senate Committee on Foreign Rélation‘s; those who
were aware of the increasing amount q:farm sales to Iran
for one reason only that the balance of qlaower.,in the :re_g:l_on
and. the security of Isragl. However;the United States
officials - still ‘believes that Iran is ahd will remain an
-extremely important country to the qu;ed; States. because
of its geographical location and oil.._lra'(n, therefore, places
great importance on its relationship with the United
.States, in which president.: Nixon in y-l_972,._ga_1_d then
his National Security Advisor, KIS,S 1,. agreed for the -
first time to sell Iran almost any conv tlonal and maybe
"some of the most sophlstlcated equipment in the United
States mventory in order fo increase the ablllty of Iran to
play the role in the Gulf.? In a staff }report to the United
States ‘Senate Committee on Forelg+ Relations present
'_tha.t “Iran is tHe'l'argest single purchaser of United States
military equipment. Govemmem—to-(i::vemment military
.sales to lran increased over sevenfold from $ 524 million
in Fiscal Years (FY) 1972 10 $3. 91 billion in FY 1974,
s]ackenmg off a llttle o $2.6 bilho% in FY 1975. The
prehmmary sales estunate for FY 1976 is $1.3 billion.
Sales in the 197’7-1976 perlod fotal d$iO4bnlhon The
humber ofofﬁcza[ and prmate Amaf ' n,
lal ge percentage “of whom are i '

T vsd fl;
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. programs, ~hes: alsoyinoreased: from 16,600 1932 to
» 24000811 B9#6; and mcwrmach 5&090 to 60,000
: by 1980"”‘3 T e Lo L= BT

'The ‘policy’of rélighte on Tran d‘urmg the ‘Shah
regime* untit the Iranian tévitution in 1979, combitied
‘with the ‘Nixdh' Dbkirine, was consideted to'be’a mdjor .

“United “States ﬁ‘jtélgn policy success in the post-Viétham
era. ’The Shali*Whs s6éh"te be reglonally str ong and his
policy  was* “Heéed ' to be Both” responstblé and fully
compatible ' with ‘Uhited “States interests it #é région.
'Therefore His''direst ‘f6F tmlltary deex“w'as weww'tbfbe
wm‘thy of Ameﬂean s—uppon | o

The second partner of the leon twm pﬁlar pollcy
Nmon Admtmstral;ten Saudl Arabla became the second
Ialgest state 11;Lthe Gulf region, whtch would be expected
to plav a mgmf‘ icant role for collective securlty ‘with
increasing United States alm sales. ’\ccoxdmo]y, the
United States m:htarv sales to Saudi Arabia wonh over
330 bl”IOl‘l between 1971 andl980 in which more than
60% . of thls mllltary spendmg were. representmg the value
of military use constructlon cities. Those cmes have been
built by the Umteq States Army Corps of Engmeers tobe
used later s mi wtrgr’y bases to serve the American

object:vee ﬁwhthe reglon"r Therefore, the Nixon

Administration supported a plan to develop facilities to be
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“tised” bythe ‘United States™ad Well 4 byﬁmeiSiudHii‘éi‘éhs
-‘oP $hips. No Ameritafi flags flew' af thesé faicilities but
-mnhtﬁry exerclses \Leréhéld for theif usde incase of d threat
‘to Unitéd States interest in the region.” It is quite clear
that the Nixon- Admlmsﬁ'anon ‘policy| toward the région
represented the 1mportance of the region to ‘the United
' States. The Nixon policy toward the region was endorsed
"'by ‘the Ford and Carter administrations. Howevet,; the
Nixon twin-pillar policy was in fact challenged by its own
pillars. Saudi Arabia was the driving force ‘Beliiiid the
1973’ Arab oil embargo, followed 'the 1973 Ardb-Tsraeli
War against the west' arfd the Umted States. The tinkage
‘between - the Gulf oil’ and the ’ Ar+b—l$raeh “Conflict
changed the whole scenario of the UniLed States policy in
the - Middle East in general and in the Gulf region in
particular. This has lead the policy mukers in the United
~iates to be morée concernied about the free flow of the
region’s oil in a reasonabile price to the United States and
its allies in the west. Protecting U.S interests in the region
i all means necessary’ intluding military intérverition
were in fact the guldmg pr1nc1pals af the Uriited States
policy sirce then. o -

The Ford Admlmstratmn

- When Nixon sieppesd ows- of Gfﬁee a&“ﬂfGSIﬂBﬂ{Pf
the United States in 1974 afierthe Water-Gaseiscandal,
Gerald Ford became president. He endorsed the Nixon
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Aogtriog,, but. be alsg ecogpizad thet the linkage between
the Asab-lsgaeli; Confligt anihs Arabian Guif oil, which
s .vita] interest ta- the, jl;{gqp:glﬁlal;';s1 ust be fully
considered. by the policy makers in.the {/nited States. The
connection. bepween the. Guif. security, 25 one, of, the
United States objectiyes in the Middle. East at large, and a
Just . and, Jasting rescplutlpn to the Arab-Israeli Conﬂlct
gamg 1o be. ne;;gg:;uz,ed both in the Gulf region and the
United S aies. The Arab-Gulf Stages action lead by Saudi
/Arabia._in 191.'4 w2 giab in the back for the Nixon twin-
pillar policy, and iits basic. goals, the fige flow of she
region oil. King Faisel of Saydi, Arabia in 1973 fully
recognized that the, United States had auniqye ability,to
play a mare affective role in the Middje-East problem by
increasing . pressyre on lstael fo . change its. policy
regarding the Arab’s occupied territorjes. ]fhe--action taken
by the Gulf -Arab States, despite the lack of their military
power, became the principa_l ﬁpancial support for thg Al_'ab
States more directly involved in the Arab-Israeli Conflict.
Accordingly, the Ford administration becamme more awe(re
that the United States interests . in. the region will not be
served by ignoring the fact that if the United States has 1o
secure a settlement i msurmg “Israel’s nght to exist” which
they believed a mgmﬁcant Umtecf §Etates m%rest mnt ﬁhe
region, . i iv Mo seek the cobperation of the, what so
catled: mwwmm ArabSeates. 2 -
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2 The: Uma Stamiucomd

miwm sinafinkat

jssues ' becaine quite: clear .duﬁ_ng " 'ﬂ'wCancr

Adtninistration. It-has been directly

Jitanty Carter in - 1986 that his .
iitiative between Egyptane lsraebin

amp: David : peace

978 was tied 10 the

Avabian - Guif Stabilivy. He: smd, “Tﬁem & no m 10

saparate these issues.” 1.

, ‘T'he mcreased 1mpoﬁance of
eatér care ' and sériousness in devi

m riagim “ineant

sh!rg pbhcj»‘ opt‘rms to

a(‘ivance Umted States mte:dests in thb négion':'
Thquor;, the Umtcd States poh Ly towards the Gulf

undqr the Cater Adrmmstranon may

be dmded mto two

(distinctive phases from 1977 to 1978 period and from
1978 to 1980 ]IJCI'IOd Durmg thg: first phase two Umted
States policy mnovatlons had direct| relations with the
Arabian Gulf, They Wete TFA dontibfed arfispolicy 2)
/An..idealistic human. right campaigﬂsdesiigne,d to push

authoritarian regines:in s democratic ¢
Céntroﬂ&ﬂ Arms Pdl’i‘cv*'
Bot} dlulng hxs ]97? presxdentla

irection..

(2}

campalgn and the
my Carter made clear

!11% eisw.éa}uz.a%?@ ta:,-?.‘-Eef-;;s%‘?;Es.-s eﬁ

glalgng arm sa1es

redif il

“}"5_:: This PDF was created using the Son

ic PDF Creator.

To remove this watermark, please license this product at www.investintech.com



associated with the Mm*mm 20dn

-though - e rendorah stheiwropolieys 120 warid  ithe Tegion.

Accordimgltiy; i May #9831 Cattdsnissted -2 Presigantial
diredtive:A X, whickiset smetngyidalines.for i nitss States
arm salesi® Therefore, ammivtransfes-wousld: be tegardadh 25
an- excpptionalsiforeign ‘pakicy’ implement:: Fiis; afms
transfer - dligy: provided for restrictions -onzfuture, ann

-transfers' with ex€éptions such as: it can be used only-were
it van be clearlyi 8emonstraded that- such wansfer wewld

contribute to the national security” interassaitherkinited

- Stgtes. . ﬂ“d thg,. United. §;ate§,wc}uld not .be lsl}e first

RERTIOM

suppher. to),mpq;mge ,;pto arggl,on hke the Gult “ NewLy
developed adyanged. . weapon, gystqm Wh;qh wog)l:d

create sngmf' cantly higher combat capablllty, here the
' oY

TR 2at M
intent was {o aISCOH rage Ji’rflber-“f‘eéltfmzil armt %&ﬁﬁ&iltlons

_Although the Un]‘fec'f S'tates Wéh‘lﬁ ‘ot detl tf'ré rewly

developed weapons system untx’l thev had bEen
Opelatlonal]y depioyed w1th Unlted States forces. |

Humm praagn' o
The high priosity .initially assigned:the Human: nghts
Campaign, reflected: the.tane of -moesl - :dealism;-which

typified much of Carter’s forgign ROlCY,+HUEng his

ad numstratlon, future requests from friendly countries for

eeonnmae aésustance or ﬁ'rﬁé ?ransfer weuld be welghed
it

“"ammst “their “htmén - @hts records. However, the
appllcatlon o? the human ‘rights céfnpalen to some
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| “s9
:bouittries - in the:Gulf region : whereia pitsl United States
ciyrierdst ‘pteyrred would: erhard téebeimplemented. Iran,
sfor example;’ during :the! -Shah -and:|the suthoritatian
charactes: of ~his - fegimne-was weil known. No serious
-attempt was mdde by thg Carter administration - ta link
‘Han's alleged: violation: of human. - rights with a reduced
‘scale of arm transfers 4o Iran. Instead| President Carter
himself was very much satisfied wi:h\lran s clmins of
progress in-human mghts:’” ' S

~ The second phase of'the Carteﬂ s policy towards
the Gutf was ‘from 1978:1980)"the ne}w Unitédl States
p‘O?ICy toward the regron | S

'. ~ In the aﬁermath of the Iraman re olutlon in 1979,
the Carter admmlstratlon took an immedj jate step to shape
up ltS weakened posn;lon m the Gulf .
United States was dloppmg its non ~inte _ennonal stance
of the past and was prepared to use its ow mllltary forces
to ‘protétt it intérestii e Gulf Alccordfngly, the
United States’ readiness to direct 1nteh‘§entfon in "the
regton. was. announced by . Defense S.&:ecretany Brown
stating that, “ In the protection of thos¢ vital intevests
including the protection:of the ail flow from the' Middle
eask, ‘we vl take any action:that ts,appropmte incloding
the use of-the militaty force. Nm'nnlytxmrsmg:me

Lnigd Staies, miliyy, . siength,. but alto encoypaging
ml“t,aq,lr}';ngt?geQF(ft,mnthﬁl‘ﬁ&;,}ﬂ;l,lf}lﬁ, 25531y Many
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-gtaRients ;| laake sheenmadeiday Timited: Statessoffisials
-duiing: the{lartersdelministraicil peviod 10 getdhe-binited
- Stares -aom fdrcesto proéct:Mmgniisah indkrests inithe
Guif. Suth . sutemedidshavebeenfollyencouragediby the
president: in: whichat the;urginglof hisddviserBrezezmski -
the! -pentagen::began:: to:lay . the. - groundyetic for:the
protection -of | an - American Rapid: DPeployment Force
{(RDF) 10 mest futuremmergency situations imthe region,
although, after the fall of the Sheh-andthestoss of Iinited
States. mse;epgs nJran, Garter admnms;ramonsgqve special
aneanon 1o reinyigorating its-special yelationship with
Saudi Arabia. Saudi anxieties regarding United. Sf,at,es
pollcy had increased with the fall of the Shah of Iran and
the compleﬁon “of ‘the Egyptian Israeh Beace Treaty
supporteﬂ’ by ﬁ1e Carter admmlstrahon 'fn ﬁébmary 1979,
Secretary Brown visited Saudl AraLbia and prormsed a
more active fole i m the reglon Reth

The, Umted Stai:es I-h;isﬁage CrISJS and The
Carter’s Policy: .

In response to the hostage crisis, President Carter,
fearing that ageressive...aotion :agaimst Jran could
jeopardigze the lives: of the American  hostages, initially
adapted - a policy of restraint. in; a graduated!series of non-
nulmzmemm took-the following steps:

1YORdered & fréeze of tranian assets in the Utiited States
“estittted at bétiveen Eight ‘and nitie billion dollars.
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-3y mj(ed Aarerican compames to stoﬁ

buying tramian oil

for the United States market, and kxerted [pressure on
Unjted States alligs . including . J 4pan to reduce their

_purchases. from Iram, S .
'meAmbian-Sea-

i 3) Adsigned:two carrier task forcesto:
| 4) Cbifcéalé-d':ovei' a"'h'-'a"lf 'billlibn"iiol
- Spare parts and termmated maq
programs of Iraman perscnal in the

In addmon Pres:dent Carl;er
: Nat:ons to 1mpose collective econom
Hian, ilhléh were vetéed by thé Sof
'among other factors led Carter to t

1

lars in sfnpment of
st of thc trammg

meted States 34 __

.....

.asked tl:;e lrlmtcd

¢ sanctions against

et Union I'I'hese

ke a du‘ect actlon

WHidh he ordered the Um’fed States forces on Aprll 78

1980 to launch an ill- fated rescue
hostages. But the mission ‘failed, an:
prestige-suffered another serious blow. |

Carter’s Policy Towards the{

lSSlOI‘l to free the
the Umted States

‘Gulf and the

Sovie iet Invasion ofﬁfghamstalj

American  proponents of the
pomtmg to earlier, Soyjet support for
Angola and Ethiopia, argued tha
Afglmni'ﬂan was vet another installmes

design of imperial. expansion. Nev

globallst school
Marxist regimes in
the invasion of

it in a grand Soviet
b Spviet base. in

Afghanistan would enable the Soviet to mount future
challenges against neighboring Pakistan and Iran. Western
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“ails me_.&mmdwo ﬂuiﬁeaﬁdmow;bﬁ:mme'eamlv plated

fUﬁdﬁeﬁ'@gﬁx B S S VLR T Y1 (e o3 SRS, : :
+ TG Cartei - adWHMTSEAION  Cléarly~accdted this
more negative interpretation of Sgviet intént e Boviet
invasion wvag. considered bythe-Garter adminispiation the
most om:,nops development since World Warl'I In!fact
_'the strategl,c threat posed . by the SOV]Ct mvasmn of
\fﬂhams;ag;l hﬁ been hi ghly esnmated by, the Umted
States. President Carter in his State of the Umon address

e Jariuafy ryée‘ueclﬁred

VI g 3 Jrirh

| “Le; ;eur pQS‘fltlon be aQsolute[y clear any aqempﬁ by W
outsule force to, gam control of the (Persmn G,ultl region

would be regarded as an a§sault on, the U,mted §tg;;g§fof
_.Amenca | and{ S;‘l#:h gn assault w_ll] be re ]Eelled by any
means neé'essar'y, mclﬁdmg mllltary force

”'}

Carter’s statement .singled - to ‘the- Sowet thc
w;,lim%ness +9f the United States.to.use force,in the Gulfta
protect its vital mt;:rest It qught 0 CIpAlS EhﬁJﬁ%
expectation of United States military action if the soviet
ditempted ‘to siege the Gulf oil' fHé1ds or'dtt' off the west
vital & Tifeting! from ‘the"Galf. Wéshm’ﬁtofﬁ urderscored
the firminegss ofeorﬁmltme‘ﬂﬂ“lﬁy orde: g an ovér flight of
the Guif' "by ‘B-32 stritegic bortibets i ’Janﬁa'l")}"'l%é
follo‘ﬁihg 8609 tréidigs moverent nedr >

wignin 0f 1sived ol sidecs bl s

+ 2y
u!.'i.-‘. BT

5 aged bas ratpidsd caoddutan oo e
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3t was within this content. that. the.. Unjted States
poligy, towards, the Gulf during the Caster administration
has been cm;rigd -out. Many iﬁglona] and international
events were, the; motives behing the United States policy
toward the Gulf regiona under the. Carter’s Administration.

The mwm Administration:

‘As the 1970% Efﬁ‘s&d with twol major events whlch
oppose chaﬂenges to the United' States ‘policy in ‘the Guh“
as’ i area Gi’wta] mtefests to ‘the Uniféd States, ‘the sovnet
invdtish of Afghamstan and the lo s of Iran, the 1980’
opened” with ariother chaﬂenge in the Gulf - region, the
1980-1988 Trag-Iran Waf “The United States found itself
fécmg another threat to its interest 1&1 the reglon aﬁer the
loss of Iran and the Soviet invasion pf Afghanlstan This
- new challenge comes with'the fear of another oil shock
and possible threat to the United Statés allies- i the region
by the spillover of the conflict. Yel, while the situation
was very serious, the United States! had little chande to
directly: influence the course of av.ents%. Iri- fact, the Reagan
adnymistration’s response to these-events had two aspects,
the first. related to the crisis rhanagement, presented
short-term measures to-deal with the curremt situation, and
the second aspect was the adoption ofa long-term military
strategy: 1o - be the basic’ ﬁamw::ﬂlf--—for United States
policy " in the region. This snvolved increasing demand for:
building a United States force protectipbn capability to deal
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4RI Batifingentis iiltht e foh 28 cBitig 1y, ﬂ‘lejReagan
ASHRSHANER TRy rebogiiuRd it Rdbfoindbatethd
2bTNEG AHE réidingss o e (RADF) 10 del With arly furdre
shimtion that rittgh ettt VIR Stittes interédEin
thé fegion. 1€ adopted CHiters: ﬁlaﬁs%r o Unired ey

Rapld Deployment Fomn &Dﬁsfmﬂhmm :

pus!;ung{an greemel rt;brpy’gh.mgpongress tg se,\l ﬁve Ap‘
Borne _Wammgpaa | Control System (AWAS). 0 Saudi
Arabla Accor}dmgb 19 Lgesper H Br TN q%e W
Admmlstratlon devejoped llnlg-ppbllcz,;gg Plans, fogreate.
tamlmes in S§qg,1 Arabia apd pre-position Ummq S%;

eqmpment over the honzon in order to reagt g[ulckl;( to, .
8

any Gulf CllSlS

. The. Rgam r&ﬂmmksmtwn recogmdl !ﬂm the -
| Umt_ed States;-and its. westem allies depend bedvilyon oil:
imperted - from the: -Gulf. and - decided 4o suppostithe
continuing - effort-to build up military forcesio be ready:
when it’s needed- in-oxder 1o protect the Linited States
interest  in ‘the region:-As & -result, - e Reagan:
Administration  publicly anneoungedin Juse 1987 that the
United . States would re-flag. Iswaiti-oil taiker shipping.
oil. from the;Qui and provides temewidvhritmd Steies-
navel and-air foree prateetian. Thik bas been considered:as
an; at{ampt mmbx:ih% Reagan; ﬂdmm;mfamon 10 use
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rmamly 011 ey S ‘|‘ ,,
N Th,e Nature pf the Raasan Administeation polity
itowardsr the Gulf during: the : 198088 Irag-Iran War was
.influenced by the fact that asthe tuqa the Linited States
“had RO dlplormtm relations with: ,meiﬂher -loaq noc fran,
which made cooperatian  with - either - sides - -almist
impossible, first because: of the American hostages in Iran,
and the case of Iraq was qlsoho,s}ijgf ARtH: ly, tharcasg-of
being neutral in the conflict was not fu ly followed by the
Reagan Admmlstranon “In fact; the hited States policy
objectives atthe tnheWeTe first, to ins re the free flow of
the regions oil, second; 1o seek a balarice of power S0 that
'ﬁe{tHEr Iraq nor Iran achieved victory- a rio winner war-
third; *to Keep the Soviet 6t of the ¢on 'lct and’ fi nally, to
insure the seCm*lty of the more ﬁ‘IEH ly reg:mes m the

reglon

- However a major shlﬁ in the Reagan sneutrahty
- pohcy has been not;ced durmg the Irpq-lran ‘War. The
Reagan Administration mcreased 1ts qommltmenttothe
security of Saudi Arab;z} and gther siiies in the region
such as Kuwait, and strep,gmejamg Uﬁned States-Saudi
1mhtary cooperatlon The iseqond shift| in the Reagan's
Nautrallt) policy was lh,e betglmpng of the_?.Upmngptqs '
nh to“ ards lraq, n an effort to keep the balange of ppwer
and 1o achieve 1l1e no-wmner war eqnanon in_j:;gct.'_'l,(__%
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iy aﬁ\fl’t‘é“élear fﬂsio%ﬁeaﬁézgééﬁi ad Hn';;sg'atnon s
main objective was in fact the continuation of tﬁé s:tai'laard
{nited. Swtes polidy vonards e 'fegion: It #dded new
dimersions! to the” Wi Ultited:Bistes' policiéd hivié béen
casried ~out,. withitsi¥esdimeRs Yo' 'use force ‘to protect
-Unlited Statds interests| and  Rdiwillingméss & supfort, in
all memveinecessary,  states ‘ifthefsgion whose aims are
cmnpatrhle withrthese bﬂf thE'UmM Butes.

. o L ;
.- Jiatd r.i,- - .'»rl

o As mentwneé.,,befprs y;e l?te 1,”9»& evmts,l;hc
}oss of lran, fand the §ov1e$ ;rpyapmp -of Afghamstagl, the
ear ly 1980’s eventg, ;he e:ght—xea(long war between Irpg.
- and Iran and the ea:ly1990 § event, the. I;aqb}nyas;pn of
huwalt all wgre n(xg‘;%r e,veqt; that. shgg}(pdrﬁg security
and stabthty of the Gulf regian, and in ane way or anather
threaten the United States interest. However, the August
. 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait set in motion a crisis that
w ould ‘terain-at the foréfront of mtematlonal agenda for
several ‘motiths. Traq’s invasion of Kuwa:t évoked a Strong
response from most of the world eSpec1ally the Umted
States and its allies both in “the” west ‘and in the Gulf
region. ‘Ti'‘falt the Bush Adinistration” acked sw1ﬂ[y
Présiderit Bush' resbﬁnded tothe’ Iraqlnlﬁ;‘?zfg %}éf l’r_(ﬁ“iréi{'
by bulftﬁi‘lé tbigt{ﬁer‘é&'l‘mt‘emanonai coalition autiior:zed_
by thie - wﬁm%ﬂ%’ﬂ? %‘ecumty Counc:]' to oppose Iraq
while he, detHe'sifdtifite - prepared for war.
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‘The fact is, Bush was going the extra miles for war.
l-]e even shows that he ‘was workmg wuh ‘the world
Imdus o convmce ll'anS to withdraw from Kuwalt
While he was still saying “ Iraq’ snakedtggressxon could
not stand, Saddam Hussein, said President Bush is an
Adolph ‘Hitler whose poWer would contiaue to expand if
the United ‘States did ot act.” ** President Biish and his
adv150rs defense secretary, and his joint chief of staff met
on’ August 3, one day after the raqi inlvasiofi of Kuwait
arid decided to seek Saudi Ardbia appl‘crva’}" 'to’ deploy
United States troops and heavy equlpnient in Sawrdi Arabia
claummn that it was’ just to protect the Saudi from any
f"urthel aggression by thé Tragis. He described the mission
as wholly defensive” giving the operqtlon the title of
Desert Shield. After having approved by King Fahad of
Saudi - Arabia to. welcome Americansi to defend the
country, President Bush ordered the ma#sive deployment
of United States troops plus high-tech %iircraft and other
modern war machines in-Saudi Arabia the Gulf region,
the Red Sea, the Mediterranean Sea and Turkey. Actually,
Bugh needs more time to guarantee that his troops and war
machines would be .capable and ready to move to an
offensive stage in order to achieve his already sited aim of
having the Iraqi forced out of Kuwalt Therefore,
President Bush undoubtedly. m,anaged‘ 10 ggt the time
mneeded for his . operation. Betwgen ,&Jg?st 2and Jgnugry
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p the rqs;dent had acﬁﬂ:ved two nécessm'y gbals one

f:} wf
was tq gam lntematlonal support for his mission and the
FEed

other was the t1me needed for a full-scaTe mﬂltary

'I('_ :'J:) 'Qi

opel atlon agamst lraq

The; @‘r‘frh rAc:ln;lms];ram:m pol,lqy towards the region
-was . moge -aggsessive  and decisive than any other United
States . Administration, Once the United Nation’s Security
Coungil. Rgsalytion 678 had,pgssed au;horrzmg the yse of
military forces, 40, enforce Irag to withdraw ﬁ;om L(uwalt
by Janwary- 1,5,,,1499,1,51:::35141:;;; ]%“Sh q;;w the, line on the
sand for the .Iraqis .and, he acted swiftly by orderlng the
United States. Jed forges to sfart a war agamst Irag. The
operation,; Desert Shield now became the. ngratggg:l;)esert
Storm. -

- However, tire outcome -of the war was an absolute
victory of the United States<led: forces. but the fact
remains ‘that the war represented a military victory of
advanced couatries over a developing one. On the-other
hand; an tragi strategy which imposed I shobattle;field
cost on coalition forces and fed toa protected campaign
offered the Iragis some prospects: of a much more
favorable case-fire as well as post- war reputation.

The wctox‘y ‘of “thé Umte’d Statdé-Ted coalition over

lraq m 199011 991 EHF Wi ‘was 1ess ‘camplete than it
night - - Sifierfed HiavE Bden. Saddkm Hussein fitandged to

retain power over Iraq despite what the war had brought
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-to, his_country. In fagt, with Saddam.stll in pewer. Bush’s
decision to _end the was. cdntinucd toihe guestioned. Even
in defeat Saddam managed to cre e headaehes t0- the
Umted States and its  allies in the region since the 1990-

:__’]991 war until the 2003 Umted tates invasion -and

_‘oc_cupatlon of Iraq.

The Clinton Administration:

The analysts within the whole Middle East policy in
fact, viewed the Clinton administration policy toward the
region. The Clinton Administration l‘icmained committed
to the United States policy in the Mit:idle East in general,
and the achievement of the United $tates stands in the
Gulf region in particular. However, éthe Clinton foreign
policy in several parts of the world was being sharply
criticized by officials in the United Staﬂes, the Middle East
was preceded as an area of success for|Clinton. Although,
the American victory over Iraq, and! the collapse of the
Soviet Union provided mote confident and relaxed mode
to the Clinton Administration in the | region. In fact, the
Collapse of the Soviet Union in the early 1990’s ended
fifty years of United States concerns for it's vital interest
in the region. Combined with gaining contro! overthe
region after the 1990-1991 Guif War,:ithe significance of
the Gulf region to the Clinton Adminiétfation goels beyond
the polincal and strategic location ¢f the area to the
world’s political stability. The region as the world’s
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- twrid st Souree 'ofdriérgy atid ‘tichnitket for investment
betakse: sionifiesntly ‘fHipottant: for the ‘economié well-
beinig-of the 'industridl' Hations; tHere%re, '“'“e’ébii'ior'{lic
Stiterestsare thie riost 1pbrtatf Tactirs Which éffectéd and
dirécted - the’ Clifiton' Adininiliration Policy foward the
region.” T
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Condusmn

The Gulf region remains pTobably the .most
nnportpnl region. amang_all, regions . of the world for the
Ummd States Th:s reahty is reﬂetted in rnany statements
made, by U.s ofﬁclals since the end 0 the Second World
War unal today. Foq' rnapgg reasons, hlS oncal ideological,
econommal and pohtxcg.[, the U.S has een influenced by
the regional and international conseqy e;}ces_ of the events
in the Gulf. In the recent years the nat re of U. S—Arabian
Gulf relations has been cntlcalfy mﬂue_' ced by events and
crises in'the region:: - o

“The - power vactum 'creatédi *by the British
withdrawal from the region, the Amelh-ic"an hostage-crisis
in Iran in 1979, the Iran-Contra affa;irs} the Irag-Iran War,
the kraqi invasion of Kuwait, the 1990- _
its aftermath, and finally the American fnvasion of Iraq.

U.S involvement-in the regi.oni has been far from
smooth. However, the foreign policy of any state is based
on real and changing national interests rather than

«unchangeable principles. The Un?ted States 1§ no
exception here, and therefore understanding its real policy
in the region requires more than a sirigle case study. The,
most lmportant fact about U.S policy in the. Arabian Gulf
is that it iends to pursue a number of _iaccrncn_nig:,-.pqli;i_q_:z_:,_l,1
anc - strategic interests. The mix of these interests has
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always effected and ﬂll‘é’(ﬁgp fhe ‘U'S pollcy towards the

stance ‘of the past and ﬁfe‘pﬁré& Yo' use its oWt mﬂ’i‘taly
forces 'to }5rotect its interests i’ fﬁahy parts of the world i
gerieral 4nd in ‘the Gulf in péi‘ticular the 'U.$ ‘polfcy
towdrds the region hasbeen deférmmed and baS‘ed" i%n the
IolTovwng cons’ déritions: |

1-The Gulf as a source of oﬂ

RS P

2-The Gulif as an extensnon of the Indian Qeean 1 i 2a:- -

3-The Guif asan extension of the traditionat Mt#ﬂe East
and Arab-Israeli conflict.

On the othier hand the U.S primary natibnal goal
was to contdin the former Soviet influénce in the Gulf
thereby ensuring the free flow of the region’s oil,
maintaining a pro-American balance of power in the
region, preventing any threats by any regional power to
the U.S interests, and to pramote stability in the region so
that U.S goals can be served.

Therefore, we can concliude that the dévelopment of
U.S policy towards the Arabian Guif during the past
several decades to the present has been inﬂuent:'éd"’“by
multiple factors rather thar 2 single dramatic factor.
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