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Abstract:

The phenomenon of ambiguity in poetry
has been a nightmare for a long time.
Researchers of different nations have shown
their diverse opinions and perspectives in
various times and places. This study seeks to
handle this phenomenon and explicate the
position of Arab critics towards it. The study

concludes that Arab critics realized that the



wh
source of ambiguity in poetry is associated with
the richness of poetic "energy” which renders
perplexing texts that are subject to various
interpretations and readings. Ambiguity which is
due to an artistic necessity in poetry is so
distant from being obscure but so close to the
notion of clarity (bayan). This type of obscurity is
synonymous with clarity that is sought in texts
and there is no difference between the two. Arab
critics sought clarity and effectiveness but it is
indeed not that type of clarity that renders a
text trite. Arab critics realized that arriving at
the intended meaning of a text after a limited
period of analysis and contemplation is so
interesting and effective. Consequently, the
nhtmn of clarity as Arab critics understood it
overlaps with "transparent” ambiguity, an artistic

necessity in poetry.



