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Epic of the Ordinary Hero: The Dialectic of the Poetic

and the Narrative in Mahmoud Darwish’s «Ahmed
Al-Zaatar»
Dr. Muhammad Ibrahim Abd El-Aal
Lecturer of Literature and Modern Criticism,
Department of Arabic Language and Literature,
College of Arts - Menoufia University.
Abstract:
This study deals with the overlap of literary genres
(poetry and narration) in the poem, "Ahmad Al-Zaatar,"
by the Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish. To do this,
the study methodologically depends on arguments taken
from narratology: character, voice and dialogue, as
analytical approach of the poem, which will be thus
analyzed through several levels: the text thresholds, the
dialectic of the poetic and the narrative revealed by
analyzing the narrative voice of the narrator, character
and choir and the image of the ordinary as a hero. The
study thus attempts to trace the details of narrating the
story of "Ahmed Al- Zaatar" and the determinants of his
"poetic” being, as Mahmoud Darwish developed it
through the narrative voices. The study concludes with
shedding light on the role of everyday details and
ordinary things in drawing a poetic image of what it
means to be a hero.

Keywords: Literary Genre - Poetry - Narration -
Mahmoud Darwish - Ahmad Al-Zaatar - Narrator -

Character - Voice - Choir
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