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age which enabled him to fomulate,new and general branch of knowledge
from this heritage. :
{2} The short’ eriod of time consumed by ihn Khaidoun in, wrntmg “The
Introduction” - only five months - |s a record time by all means. Thus it
became an ev;dence that he quoted the thoughts of others; such as ikhwan
‘“fAf 5afa (The'Brethren of Purity).

However, the truth evident in historic texts confirm that there was.a Jong
period of prepartion, thus the final writing would be brief.

(3) The*huge gap between the dazzling theoritical thoughts about history and the
traditional nature of the history book “al-ibar” (lit. Book of Advice), which
lacks any of these thoughts.

The research studied and analyzed this issue and concluded the truth of such
hypothesis; however, some scholars were not able to figure out the actual
reasons of such gap.

(4) The paradox between the intellectual feat:_gré of “the Introduction” and tbn
Khaldoun’s anti-intellectual stand. Such stand is due to [bn Khaldoun's
ebjection to the philosophical methodsolegies which believe in the ability of
the human ‘mind to realize the metaphysical aspects. However, on natural
grounds, he believed that the mind is used to figure aut the data of the world
because it is the tool which ia able to conceptualize the whole existence
{(gender, seasons, resons, drawbacks,..} and it is a correct balance with
certain falseless judgements.

{5) The connection between lbn Khaldoun’s ethics characterized by the lack of
commitment of values and ideals, and his quoting others’ thoughts and
theuries; such as khwan Al-Safa (The Brethren of Purity).

The study concluded that the value of an academic acﬁievement cannot be
devalued because its author lacks ethics, instead it is related to his being 3
true innovatcr.

{6) The accusation of Ibn Khaldoun of quofing the thoughts of ikhwan Al-Safa
(The Brethren of Purity) without indicationg the true refrences.

The study concluded that 1bn Khaldoun did not unlawfuly quote ikhwan Al-
Safa because both parties used common islamic resources; each in his awn .
way. As for other similar thoughts relevant to lkhwan Al-Safa, further
methodelogical standards has to be used in order to clear such dilemma.

To sum up: the achievement of Ibn Khaldoun has imposed itseif on the
Islamic Thought arena as he expressed what we can call the "Islamic
Intellect” in the same level and value that Aristotle usedto express the Greek
intellect about the intetlect in the “Age of Enlightment”.



4. Some scholars conducted an accurate and comprehensive analysis of ibn
Khaldoun’s texts and acquited him from the accusation that he contemps
Arabs and favours the barbarians with whom he lived in civilization,

5. The notion of Ibn Khaldoun's league was not just a general notion, but a
comprehensive basis of all nations and societies — as believed by most
“scholars. He confirmed the absence of the notion of the league in most of the
Islamic World. His aim was not to study the society in generai, but to

The historian Eve Lacoste presented a comprehensive concept of Ibn
Khaldoun's notion of evolution. He believes that the regular course of history
can be seen in the rise, evolution, and fali course of civilization and states,
also the civil urbanization is the climax, followed by inevitable collapse.

{C) Review of tbn Khaidoun intellectual Thinking:

itis a critical tendency accusing thn Khaldoun of quoting essential theories in
his Introduction from other Muslim scientists and historians without refrences:

1. ibn Khaldoun used Al-Masoudi theory of Bedouinism as the driving element
of history. The truth is ibn Khaldoun has benefited from this theory but he
conducted a major development to it, and included it in 3 comprehensive
concept about the development of the western society.

2. Another historian indicated the use of thn Al-Nafis's thoughts in Al-Risalah al-
Kamiliyyah (translated in the West under the titleTheologus Autodidactus) by
Ibn Khaldoun. However, such thoughts are derived utterly from the greek
thought studied by Muslim scientists and historians. Ibn Khaldoun should
have mentioned the girect and the indirect refrences he used.

3. Mahmoud Ismael, the historian, submitted a thesis on theoritical and
objective evidences that allowed him to generally sentence all the thegries
related to Ibn Khaldoun as quoted from the Messages of Ikhwan Al-Safa (The
Brethren of Purity).

Several issues resulted from such discussions which caused arguments among’
scholars and the definition of several aspects as well:

(1) The low academic and inteliectua! ievel in lon Khaldoun’s age does not

indicate the absence of ways to reveal his geniusity shown in “the
Introduction”, due to the huge load of islamic and civilization heritage in his

e



{A) Ibn Khaldoun Intellectual innovation:

_ The fact that Ibn Khaldoun Intellectual maturation as a historian was reiated
to the conditions witnessed in his age which attracted his attention to the
social phenomena and contributed to the formulation of his theory on
human urbanization.

. The uniqueness of “The Introduction” was not a product of an individual
genius, instead it was related to islamic civilization and history, in addition to
greece extentions which crystalized Ibn Khaldoun's study of intellectual and
religious sciences, and formulated his abilities and skifls by an elite of Muslim
scientists,

. The innovation of Ibn Khaldoun’s historic concept resides in his coflection of
poiitical events and thehistory of states, in addition to understanding the
features of the human society which forms the actual basis of such events,
This kind of development was qualitative and established a new entity of the
history science which allowed it to be included in philosophical sciences.

. The establishment of an organic relationship between urbanization and
history led to widen the horizons of history as it included the political and
military events in addition to social and economic grounds also. This has
caused a qualitative transformation in the historic thinking which’ was
transferred from the literature field to the scientific field and turned into a
general sociology in the most accurate sense.

. No one before tbn Khaldoun has considered the social phenomena a topic for
meditation that is subject in its different aspects to the natural laws
symmetry which define their trends and genearal course.

Ibn Khaldoun's methodology was mainly experimental and is based on
cbservations not previous philosophicat texts. He believed that the world is
connected through a set of causes and regulations, and that is what what
constitutes the supreme modernity of ibn Khaldoun’s “the Introduction”.

(B} Criticism of Ibn Khatdoun Inteltectual Thinking:

‘1. It is historicalty evident that Ibn Khaldoun has used some resources —

especially greek resources — such as Aristotle’s political book ({City
Management) — despite the fact that he totally denied that popular book and
thathe was inspired to such writings without the help of Aristotle or
Mobazan.

. Scholars have failed to explain or justify the huge gap of paradox between
‘the methodological introductions of history by lon Khaldoun and the
traditional method by which he wrote the history book “al-bar” {lit. Book of
Advice), which is full of negative features which he himself criticised eartier.

. Some scholars exaggerated in the belief that 1bn Khaldoun believed in the
impact of geographical conditions on the social phenomena as if they were
inevitabie. This surely contradicts ibn Khaldoun's intellectual hypotheses that
the man is accustomed to certain habits and traditions which become natural
afterwards.

.Y



Ibn Khaldun’s thoughts was not . distinguished. from ~his contemporary
historians and scientists who appreciated his excellence in acquiring common
knowledge. Some of them mentioned his historic research formutated in seven huge
volumes which showed his virtues and skillfulness. -

However, he was criticised and accused of having a defected historic
methodology. Critics belived he was not aware of the true stories — especially the
news of the Middle East ~ and that he went stray off the fegitimate sciences as he
was only aware of mental sciences without advancements.

The crtics who paid attention to his unigue introduction; like Almaqreze__who
over appreciated it and described it as an encyclopedia that is distinguished.f(om any
other, “it is rare to comprise such work, as it’s the créme of encyclopedias”. ..

The real turnaround that explored the reality of the thought in lbn kh_a!dun's
introduction (Al-Mugaddimah) was due to the translation and . study of the
orientalists at the early ninteenth century. His work paved the way for westeen
scientists and scholars to present serious and deep studies about the thearies of the

“Introduction (Al-Mugaddimah)” in the fields of history, society, and ecanomy, .

Most critics believed that this work is “the greatest in th'e.hviéto_ri_c fjél(;lj,d'uring
the Middle Ages”. it was also from the societal point of view a reaf.and complete

theory of civilization; as it records the rise of history as science, Some even described
it as "_th__e greatest work of the kind created by human mind in all ages”.

Scientific studies started in'the Middle East in the ,f:a.réy t\}fé_ntiét'h;qe'ritq_ry to
keep up with the western studies and to pay greater attention to.“The Introduction”.
Therefore, a huge number of studies emerged and formed a massive accumulated

knowledge. o . R

This massive accumulated knowledge related to “The Introduction” and.the
variance of its terms, made it possile to analyze and reconsider thic academic
criticism and explore its bases (i.e. criticise the criticism) in order to reach, objective
knowledge in terms of a historic methodology. = Such _méthqgoiégy is
necessarily beyond many other popular methodologies which prioratizes the
professionality of the texts and caonsiders its . content without thoughtful
consideration, These methods also lacks the theoritical clarity and comprehensive
historic vision; thus leading to their utter. failure to come up with contemporary,

interpretation of old heritage.

The objective alternative of such methodologies was the “rational critical
thinking” which is closely related to the original tasks of the researcher, i.e. seeking
truth, which cannot be revealed untess correct rational bases are used. Scientific
outcomes are considered through. their probability which is not constant.nor
absolute. Considering the istamic heritage as a human outcome of a specific era or
age which historic conditions is related to such age or era.
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