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Summary of the study

The current study aimed at identifying the effect of strategies of blended
learning and peer learning on developing overt reading and functional writing
for the seventh preparatory grade students. The researcher first designed a
checklist including skills of overt reading and functional writing on the light of
which the study instruments were prepared. The study instruments implied; 1)
an observation sheet for measuring performance overt reading skills (i.e.,
linguistic, vocal, epic, and bodily), 2) an objective test for measuring mental
overt reading, and 3) a subjective test for measuring functional writing skills.
The study was quasi-experimental and consisted of a sample of 60 of the
seventh preparatory grade students. The sample was divided into three equal
groups with a number of 20 students each. The first experimental group was
taught through blended learning, the second experimental group was taught
through peer learning, and the control group was taught through the regular
face-to-face instruction. The experiment of the study lasted for three months
where participants study three periods a week, two for reading and one for
writing composition.

After the post application of the study instruments on the study groups, the
researcher reached at the following results:

-The effectiveness of blended learning strategy in developing skills of overt
reading and functional writing for the seventh preparatory grade students.

-The effectiveness of peer learning strategy in developing skills of overt reading
and functional writing.

-The strategy of blended learning was more effective than the strategy of peer
learning in developing overt reading skills.

-There was no statistically significant difference at the level (0.05) between the
mean scores of students of the first experimental group (blended learning) and
the second experimental group ( peer learning) in the posttest of functional
writing skills.

In the light of the study results, the researcher recommended the following:

1) Paying attention to the training of teachers of Arabic on how to use the
strategy of blended learning.

2) There is a necessity to provide the requirements as well as the technicians
needed for blended learning.

3) There is a need to improve the Arabic language curricula and reorganize
their content so as to cater to the era of informatics.
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4) Encouraging teachers of Arabic in primary and secondary schools to use
both blended learning and peer learning which, in turn, may help in

developing their students’ linguistic skills.
5) Encouraging students to participate in different school activities including
theatre, playing, declamation, and broadcasting to develop their overt

reading and functional writing skills.
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