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Abstract

The study aims to identify the relative contribution of
empathy in predicting verbal and non-verbal communication
skills among children with autism spectrum disorder, investigate
the relationship of empathy to verbal and non-verbal
communication skills among children with autism spectrum
disorder, and testing the competency of empathy scale in children
with autism spectrum disorder. Sample of the study consisted of
o. children with autism spectrum disorder (vyo males, yo females)
with age ranging o-yy years (M= A.Av, SD= y.1e). Number of
scales was administered: autism diagnose scale, communicative
skills of autistic child scale, child comprehensive communication
scale, and empathy scale. Results of the study show good
psychometric properties on children with autism spectrum
disorder. Results also show correlation between linguistic
communication dimension and total score and sub-dimensions of
empathy (emotional infection, attention to others’ feelings, social
and positive actions), and negative correlation between affective
communication and total score and sub-dimensions of empathy
(emotional infection, social and positive actions). Finally, social
and  positive  actions  dimension  predicted  linguistic
communication, and total score of empathy predicted affective
communication.

Keywords: empathy, verbal and non-verbal communication
skills, autism spectrum disorder.
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