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A Study about Sed

Re]igien is one of the effects of the political history in
ancient Egypt and there had been no other power in the life
of ancient man whose impact affected his activity as did the
religion, so kingship was connected to religion, and as
kingship in ancient Egypt was a divine one, the festivals held
in honour of the gods had a great importance in the life of

- ancient Egyptians.

The Sed festival ) is one of these ancient Egyptian
festivals, which kings of Egypt celebrated to renovate their
) kingship. In sprte of the reputahon of this festival, its ongm

A is still obscure and this led some researchers such 'as

_'_____Murray @ and Frankfort ® to assume that the Sed f t al

was named after the god Sed ) recorded in fhe Pale 0
stone where the major events of fourteen ye | |

'knowkmg kmg __ of the F 1ret Dynasty‘ were mentz




hewy nsw-bity, b - sg m,
While the eleventh annyal register defines g festival called

"The birth of Sedrer [l a@ mswi Sd.

The eleventh annual register shows that a statue wag
made for the bhirth of the god Sed ® who was represented -

as it appears from his carving on the Palermo  stope.-
cither as  walf or a5 5 wild

a projection in the shape_ G2

Iy ‘?ﬁf\ ¢

dog 4 standing on a stand with

on its front known as £d8d
© as it is surmounted with the ostrich
feather, symbol of the goddess Maat and there

isa sceptre
crossed with the pole of the stand , o

——— e

) Petrie, W.MF, The Royal Tombs of the Firsy Dynasty,_;,___EEF_!___1_3____1_9{}_(}_:____?_[‘__}g, -

| O Toid,, PL XXXIT, 39, o o
! ? e Tem et 2F the god" mcans the clief .‘h%?f:!.hesesst.ames:én.ioyﬁd-lftf_c,aﬁﬁr,;;_.- N
the festival. of "oponing the mouth. see: Gardiner, / H, Egypt of the Phatachs, T




At Abydos a royal seal belonging to the king {(Ger) of the
First Dynasty was found, representing him weaﬁﬁ,g the dress
of Sed festival and sitting once with the white crown of Upper
Egypt above his head and once more with the red crown of

Lower Egypt accompanied by the same sacred banner ® .

The oldest document-that reached us with the mention
of Sed festival and the name of Sed is that of the palermo
stone-previously mentioned-and here some forms of writting

Sed in the ancient Egyptian inscription. Sd =
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The study of the existence of the god Sed _depends on
evidences such aé:

First, The ancient Egyptians domesticated dogs ¢ from a
very remote period, perhaps for their use in hunting and
guarding. Several kinds whose origins cannot be determined
so clearly from the pictures were chosen as sacred symbols
in different places. The kind commonly and widely appeared
in these pictures was that called Upuaut {opener of the road]
the g"od of Asuit @ , and his name indicates his nature in
finding and wandering about, and perhaps this name was
only an epithet, while his real name which appeared from an

early period was Sed .

(1) About the dogs in Ancient Egypt see:
Fischer. H.G., "Hunde" LA, III, PP. 77-81.
@} There appc1red two of the Upuaut resembling very much Anubis, but they differed
in one thing only, that is Anubis is represented as a crouching animal and was
- called “That lies on 1ts belly” while the Upuaut was represeiited wandering on ifs
legs Perhaps ihere Was another dl[fercncc between them, as the Greeks, who get
~acqainted with the E gyptian at. lhat time; divide what wc call _;ack" 1"'mto twokind: - ;
-~ The" ﬁrst s Anubls and they make knowlcdge of hlm as a clog whlle the othcr co
:."Upl..lalll asa wolf R - - S




As Upuaut counterbalanced for the Ancient Egyptians
the firstborn of the dead king, he inherited the throne of his

dead father o,

The god Upuaut was a sacred form of the king in his
aspect as firstborn, and we can deduce that from a text
belongs to Shapalka of the 25th Dynasty, Geb says about Hor
that he is".... The heir, my son, walf of Upper Egypt, opener
of the body, Upuaut" and adds too" ... This is a son born in
the festival of Upuaut birth" @ | |

Also among the inscriptions in the tomb of ntr kht of the
Third Dynasty at Bet Kallaf (fig. 2) what shows the god
Upuaut on his stand © just as that represented for the god




on ‘a sacred stand as "pnest of the -;god_Upuaut e, And as_-_ o

of the traces of his cult - places - for whom prayers and

 offerings were made.

There is evidence from archaeciogical inscriptions found

in tombs of certain individuals, to support that he had his

OwWn pﬂests The first tomb belongs to a certain "kay" K 4 L

T
of the god Ssed” ﬁc;;ﬁgb &rﬁi 2 hm hm-ntr sd.

*\ in which he mentions that he is 4 "A priest

Another evidcnce is a tomb of a certain "Sekhemka'

-% LL.J S}}m k3 which that its owner had the

hm n'i:r Sd.

Sahm HaSSan dlscovered atomb af Glzeh in Whlch the

| 'réé&ing can be made of the title [....] ns repréSented as 'a walf




J.. Mahasug %&. m&@&ﬁ.\
g&%x 1903 pr VI, Seal No. I



At Um el-Ekab a tomb of the king % ii <h M hps

Sd, was discovered, which Petrie previously read as Mr sd @,

Thirdly, man in ancient Egypt devoted himself to the
respect and reverence of the gods. The Support comes from
the fact that many names of the god used to be included in
man’s names. There is evidence that Sed was a god as his
name was included in the names of the very important
persons of that time, Also, there is a_tom}_g at Giza belongs fo
a certain Sd htp . |

afﬁh fg in which there is an inscriptién:

Wcb nsw n PrC3 Sd-htp o

"The rcijral purificator of the great house Sed htp"

..Iheré----is- alse a statue-in the -Museum- of Beﬂm v, no
____11078 on Wthh the name N3t Sd ﬂ Cﬁb was |

o . _._Qmscnbed (4)




Ancther statue in the Egyptian Museum in Caire shows
the name of the owner inscribed |
Ni-m3ctsd @

The god Sed was also connected to the goddess Maat in
the coffin texts, wherever it mentioned:

".... appeased Sed with his own right as Maat" and
probably the god Sed supports justice as the goddess Maat.
So the researcher mentions some of the personal names
which involved the name of the goddess Maat together with
other gods and also the king in order to indicate that the

inclusion of the name of Sed in the personal names

ancient Egyptian gods. For example:

@) ﬁ é Ni'chi: ntr - NiMaat nthr
a U = Nadepth  NiMetpah

| - NlMaat RC :




PV Y
§ 0 ﬁ "‘fé Nt - m3ct - Hp Ni - Maat Hp.

PPOIER T} . .
(2) % ? % Ni - m3ct - nsw.t Ni-Maat nithwt

Although the name of the god Sed included the names
of individuals during the Old and Middle Kingdoms, the
name of Upuaut did not appear 1o the personal names until
the Middle kingdom . The inclusion of the name of Sed in
personal names probably supports the divinship of Sed
represeiited in "appease Sed with his own right as Maat® and
the some companionship in the title "Sed” in *who oversees
on . the wide courtyard” @ and perhaps in wsht included in
the Jundwal tittes ® and other names, the court of Sed
festival i is meant hrp w3ht, imj - r3 wsht where Sed played hlS

. promment role (6}

From Lhe above dlSCU.SS}.OIl it _COuld.be concluded }’{ha»_é_.:.._'-'.__ S




rgyptians to this god did not carry them to |
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