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Abstract

The research paper aims to study the concept and escalation of the role of private
military and security companies in the structure of the current international security
system as an influential actor, especially with the emergence of new security threats
that necessitated the expansion and deepening of the concept of security from the
concept of security at the state level to the security of communities and individuals,
and from military issues to non—military issues, In addition to the emergence of the
concept of security governance, the distribution of security policy—making between
national governments and other international actors, the development of new
network forms for coordination between governmental and non-governmental

agencies, and a study of the extent of the spread of these companies in Africa in

particular by providing combat and insurance services and contributing to the

provision of the appropriate environment. To achieve development, the study
concluded the importance of the existence of these companies, as private military
and security companies do not erode the state’s sovereignty but rather reform it,
so both the state and private actors work to strengthen the authority of sovereign
states within and outside their borders as a reflection of the development of the
international security environment and the necessities Restructuring it to include, in

addition to the state, other international actors.

Key words: PMSCs, Africa, security governance, governance and networks,

security privatization.
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