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DEMOTIC RECEIPTS OF OIL 

Soheir Wahid El-Din 
Mansoura University 

Abstract 

     Nine more new demotic receipts from Elephantine at the Cairo Museum, deal with the oil payments. They are 

dated to the Ptolemaic period from year thirty of Ptolemy II Philadelphus to year twenty of Ptolemy III 

Euergetes. 

Key words : Elephantine - Cairo Museum- Ptolemaic period – Ptolemy II Philadelphus - Ptolemy III Euergetes - 

Demotic – Ostraca – Taxes – Receipts- Oil.  

 

    The nine demotic receipts from 

Elephantine at the Cairo Museum have been 

chosen among wider group of demotic 

ostraca which are preserved in a big box. 

They mainly deal with the oil payments and 

are dated to the Ptolemaic Period, from year 

thirty of Ptolemy II Philadelphus to year 

twenty of Ptolemy III Euergetes, according 

to the name of the payers and the scribes of 

the similar published receipts from the same 

period.  

1 Cairo Museum : Inv.No. /TR. 18953/25-1-

55,4. 

Dimension: 7cm. X 4.5cm., thickness 1cm. 

Color: Reddish brown. 

Date: 25 Dec. 256 to 23 Jan. 255 BC of 

Ptolemy II. 

Description: The potsherd is scratched and 

palimpsest, most signs are very illegible. 

Transliteration: 

1 – in PA -tj - BAst.t  sA Ij - m -Htp, (Ht-qt)1/4 
2 – (n) nHH (n) HA.t-sp 30 ibt-3 Ax.t, sX 

3 – PA-Htr sA @r-tAj=f-nXT. 
Translation: 

1 – Petebastis son of Imouthes, has paid 1/4 

(silver-kite) 

2 – (for) oil (of) year 30 Hathyr, signed 

3 – Phatres son of Hartophnachthes. 

Notes: 

L.1- I could not find another similar instance 

for this payer's name Petebastis son of 

Imouthes. 

- The kite sign is not attested before the 

fraction (1/4), because the fractions 

always refer to kite and it is not written 

with them.
1
  

L.2- The year number is written above the 

line to avoid a scratched part. 

- This text is probably to be dated to the 

month Hathyr of year 30, running from 

25 Dec. 256 to 23 Jan. 255 BC. 

L.3- The scribe's name Phatres son of 

Hartophnachthes, is very faint. For the 

name of this scribe and others see, the 

comment in the table below.   

2 Cairo Museum: Inv. No. /TR. 18953/25-1-

55, 4. 

Dimension: 8cm. X 6.5cm., thickness 1cm. 

Color: Reddish brown. 

Date: 12 June 254 BC of Ptolemy II. 

Description: The potsherd is partly dark and 

palimpsest. 

Transliteration: 

1 – in Pa -$nm sA @r- Pa -Is.t, Dba 2.t n  
2 – swn nHH (n) HA.t-sp 31 ibt-3 pr.t, sX  
3 – PA – Htr sA @r- tAj=f-nxT, n HA.t-sp 31 ibt-

4 pr.t sw 20.  
Translation: 

1 – Pachnoumis son of  Harpaesis, has paid 

2 obols ( for)  

2 – the price of  oil (of) year 31 Phamenoth, 

signed 

3 – Phatres son of Hartophnachthes, in year 

31 Pharmouthi, day 20. 

Notes:   

L.1- Some traces of the previous text are 

visible above the first name 

Pachnoumis. 

 - I could not find another similar instance 

for this payer's name Pachnoumis son 

of Harpaesis.   

L-2-The sign (sX) overlaps the figure twenty 

of the date at the end of the next line. 

L. 3 – The date of year 31 Pharmouthi, day 

20 corresponds to: 12 June 254BC. 

3  Cairo Museum : Inv. No. /TR. 18953/25-

1-55,4. 

Dimension: 16 cm. X 11 cm., thickness 1 

cm. 
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 Color: Reddish brown. 

Date: 10 June 250 BC of  Ptolemy II. 

Description: The potsherd is palimpsest. 

Transliteration: 

1 – in @r-Pa -Is.t sA PA –mAj,  
2 – Ht (-qt) 1/4 swn pA nHH, r-Sp=f (n) HA.t-sp 

35  
3 – ibt-3 pr.t, sX PA-Htr sA @r-tAj=f-nxT, r-

xrw 
4 – Pa -$nm (sA) Pa -@r, n HA.t-sp 35 ibt-4 

pr.t sw 19.  
 Translation: 

1 – Harpaesis son of  Pemaus, has paid  

2 – 1/4 silver (-kite) price for the oil which 

he has received (of) year 35  

3 – Phamenoth, signed Phatres son of 

Hartophnachthes, on behalf of  

4 – Pachnoumis son of Pauris, in year 35 

Pharmouthi, day 19.  

Notes: 

L. 1- I could not find another similar 

instance for this payer's name Harpaesis 

son of Pemaus. 

- The patronymic Pemaus is attest in the 

Demotisches Namenbuch. 
2 

 

L .2 – The formula of (r-Sp=f) is attested 

with another receipts of the same tax.
3
 

L – 4- The date of year 35, pharmouthi, day 

19 corresponds to: 10 June 250 BC. 

4    Cairo Museum: Inv. No. /TR. 18953/25-

1-55, 4. 

Dimension: 6 cm. X 3 cm., thickness 1.5cm. 

Color: Reddish brown. 

Date: 19 Jan. to17Feb. 236 BC of  Ptolemy 

III. 

Description: The potsherd is palimpsest. 

Some signs of the previous Greek text 

are visible at the bottom. 

Transliteration: 

1 – in Br sA Hrj- inp (Ht-)qt 1/3 1/6,  

2 – n pA nHH n HA.t-sp 11 ibt-4 Ax.t sX PA-Htr 
sA @r-  – tAj=f nxT  

3 -   sX Imn- Htp sA Pa- wn  
Translation: 

1 – Belles son of  Herianup, has paid 1/3 1/6 

(silver-) kite  

2 – for the oil of year 11 choiach, signed by 

Phatres son of Har-  

–  tophnachthes  

3- signed Amenothes son of Pagonis. 

Notes 

L. 1- The payer Belles son of Herianup is 

known from other receipt.
4
  

L.2- The sign (pA) is illegible. 

- The scribe's name Phatres son of 

Hartophnachthes, is very faint. The 

name is completed by adding the later 

part between line two and line three. 

-  The date of year 11 choiach is running 

from 19 Jan. to 17 Feb. 236 BC. 

5  Cairo Museum: Inv. No. /TR. 18953/25-

1-55, 4. 

Dimension: 9cm. X 6.5 cm., thickness 1cm. 

Color: Reddish brown. 

Date: 19 Nov.to18 Dec. 232 BC of  Ptolemy 

III. 

Description: The text's writing is complete. 

Some signs at the third line are very 

illegible. 

Transliteration: 

1 – in Pa –$nm sA PA-hb Hna  
2 – stm-n=j-$nm pAj=f Sr Ht (-qt) 1/3 Dba 1/2 

(n) nHH  
3 –   HA.t-sp 16.t ibt-2 Ax.t sX PA-Htr.  
Translation: 

1 – Pachnoumis son of Phibis, with 

2 –Stamnaichnoumis his son, 1/3 (silver-) 

kite 1/2 obol (for) oil 

3 – of year 16.t paophi, signed Phatres. 

Notes 

L.1- The payer Pachnoumis son of Phibis, is 

recurred in another eleven receipts.
5 

 

L.2- The son of the payer Stamnaichnoumis 

is known from other receipts.
6
  

L - The year number is very illegible, but 

the reading is surely. 

- The date of year 16 Paophi is running from 

19 Nov. to 18 Dec. 232 BC.  

Cairo Museum: Inv. No. /TR. 18953/25-1-

55, 4.  6 

Dimension: 10.5cm. X 9.5 cm., thickness 

1cm. 

Color: Reddish yellow. 

Date:  18 Jan. to17 Fab. 230 BC of  Ptolemy 

III. 

Description: The potsherd is complete and 

palimpsest. 
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Transliteration: 

1 – in stm-n=j-$nm 
2 – sA Pa -$nm(Ht-qt) 1.t 1/2 (n) nHH HA.t-sp 

16  3 – ibt-4 Ax.t sX PA-Htr sA @r- 
tAj=f-nxT. 

Translation: 

1 - stamnaichnoumis 

2 – son of Pachnoumis, has paid 1.t 1/2 

(silver-kite) (for) oil (of) year16 

3 – choiach, signed Phatres son of 

Hartophnachthes. 

Notes 

L.1- The payer Stamnaichnoumis son of 

Pachnoumis, is mentioned with his 

father at the previous text, line two.   

L. 3 – The date of year 16 choiach is 

running from 18 Jan. to 17 Fab. 230 

BC. 

    Cairo Museum: Inv. No. /TR. 18953/25-

1-55,4.  7 

Dimension: 5cm. X 3.5cm. thickness .5cm. 

Color: Reddish brown. 

Date:  17 May to 15 June. 229 BC of 

Ptolemy  III. 

Description: The text's writing is complete. 

 Transliteration  
1 – in Ns -pA-mty sA  
2 – Ij-m- Htp Ht (-qt) 1/4 (n) nHH (n) HA.t-sp 

18 
3 – ibt-4 pr.t sX PA-Htr.  
Translation: 

1 – Espemetis son of   

2 – Imouthes, has paid 1/4 silver (-kite) (for) 

oil (of) year 18  

3 –  pharmouthi, signed Phatres. 

Notes 

L.1- The payer Espemetis son of  Inouthes, 

is known from other receipts.
7
  

L.2- the date year 18 pharmouthi of Ptolemy 

III is running from 17 May to 15 June 

229 BC. 

: Inv. No. /TR. 18953/25-1-55,4.   Cairo 

Museum  8 

Dimension: 7.5cm. X 5.5 cm., thickness 

.5cm. 

Color: Reddish brown. 

Date:  15 July to 13 Aug.  227 BC of 

Ptolemy III. 

Description: The text's writing is complete. 

Transliteration  
1 – in PA-wr-iAbT sA Pa-snj  (Ht-qt) 1.t 1/2 (n) 

nHH  
2 – (n) HA.t-sp 20.t ibt-2 Smw sX PA-tj-Imn-

nsw-tA.wj sA Pa -tA.wj   
Translation:  

1 – Pwereiebt son of Pasenis, has paid 1.t 

1/2 (silver-kite) (for) oil 

2 -  (of) year 20.t payni, signed Petemestous 

son of Patous. 

Notes  

L.2- The payer Pwereiebt son of Pasenis, is 

recurred in other receipt.
8
  

L.3- The date of year 20.t payni is running 

from 15 July to 13 Aug. 227 BC.  
Cairo Museum : Inv. No. /TR. 18953/25-1-

55,4.   9 

Dimension: 7.5cm. X 5cm., thickness 

.5zcm. 

Color: Reddish brown. 

Date : 15 July to 13 Aug. 227 BC. 

Description : The potsherd is palimpsest. 

Transliteration  
1 – in Pa-snj  sA Ns -pA-mty, (Ht-qt)1/4   
2 – (n) nHH (n) HA.t-sp  20.t ibt-2 Smw sX PA-

tj-Imn-nsw-tA.w 
3 – sA Pa -tA.wj.   
Translation: 

1 –  Pasenis son of  Espemetis, has paid 1/4 

(silver-kite) 

2 –  (for) oil (of) year 20.t payni, signed 

Petemestous  

3 –  son of Patous. 

Notes 

L.1- The payer Pasenis son of Espemetis, is 

known from other receipts.
9
  

L.3- The date of year 20.t payni is running 

from July to 13 Aug. 227 BC. 

Comment: 

     The oil was a state monopoly.
10

 The state 

limited the quantity of oil producing plants 

and prohibited imports of oil into the 

countryside, ensuring that all the limited 

quantities of oil produced in each district 

would be sold at fixed prices included a 

profit. The receipts of oil were monthly 

payments for uncertain quantities of oil 

received.
11
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      The following table sums up the payment 

of the oil, the payment dated through reigns 

of Ptolemy II Philadelphus  and Ptolemy III 

Euergetes (the equivalent of the date 

depends on Skeet),
12 

the name of the payers 

and the name of the scribes: 

 
Ptolem

y 

Scribe on behalf of Scribes year Signed 

in 

Month  Paymen

t 

payers No. 

 

II - PA-HtrsA 
@r-tAj=f-
nxT  

30 - ibt-3 Ax.t (Ht-qt ) 
1/4 

PA-tj-BAst.t sA Ij-m-Htp 1 

II - PA-Htr sA 
@r-tAj=f-
nxT  

31 ibt-4pr.t 
sw 20 

ibt-3 pr.t Dba 2.t Pa -#nm sA @r- Pa -
Is.t  

2 

II Pa-$nm sA Pa  -@r PA-HtrsA 
@r-tAj=f-
nxT  

35 ibt-4pr.t 
sw19 

ibt-3 pr.t Ht (-qt) 
1/4 

@r-pA-Is.t sA PA-mAj 3 

III -  Imn-Htp 
sA Pa  -wn 
PA-Htr sA 
@r-tAj=f-
nxT 

11 - ibt-4Ax.t (Ht-)qt 
1/3,1/6 

Br sA hrj-inp 4 

III - PA-Htr  16 - ibt-2 Axt  Ht (-qt 
)1/3 Dba 
1/2 

Pa -#nm sA PA-hb 
Sr=f 
stm-n=j-#nm 

5 

III - PA-HtrsA 
@r-tAj=f-
nxT  

16 - ibt-4 Axt  (Ht-kt)1.t 
1/2 

stm-n=j-#nmsA Pa -
#nm  

6 

III - PA-Htr  18 - Ibt-4 pr.t Ht-(qt 
)1/4 

Ns-pA-mtj sA  ij-m-Htp 7 

III - PA-tj-Imn-
nsw-tA.wj 
sA Pa-tA.wj  

20.t - ibt-2 
Smw 

(Ht-qt)1.t 
1/2 

PA-wr-iAbt sA Pa –snj  8 

III - PA-tj-Imn-
nsw-tA.wj 
sA Pa-tA.wj  

20.t - ibt-2 
Smw 

(Ht-qt) 
1/4 

  Ns-pA-mtj Pa–snj sA 9 

  

 The oil payments are monthly payment, 

paid at any month during the whole year.  

They are sometime paid for two consecutive 

months of the same season. 
13

 The mention 

of the payment day is often omitted on the 

oil receipts, but it must be written when it 

paid during a current month about a 

previous month (nos.2-3). 

     The variations payment of oil receipts 

must be defined according to specified 

quantities of oil received which are not 

included on the receipts. We represent an 

instance for payments of our payer 

Pachnoumis son of Phibis (no.5), dated for 

Ptolemy III Euergetes: 

HA.t-sp 13 ibt-3 Axt      Ht (-qt)  1/3 14
 

HA.t-sp 13 ibt-4 Smw    Ht (-kt) 1/4 15
 

HAt-sp 15 ibt-2 pr.t      Ht (-qt) 1/4 16
 

HAt-sp 16 tpj-Ax.t        Ht (-qt) 1/3 17 
HA.t-sp 16 ibt-2 Ax.t    Ht (-qt) 1/3 18 
HA.t-sp16 ibt-2 Smw     Ht (-kt) 1/4 19

 

HA.t-sp 16 ibt-3 Smw   Ht (-qt) 1/4 20
 

HA.t-sp 20 tpj Ax.t       (Ht-)qt 1/3 21
 

…            Tpj- pr.t     Ht (-qt) 1/4 22
 

…  …                        Ht (-qt) 1/4 23
 

     During eight years (from year 13 to year 

20), Pachnoumis son of Phibis, has paid his 

monthly payments at any month during the 

year. The payments (1/3 and 1/4 silver-kite) 

all those years means that he has received a 

fixed quantities and the price changed 

according to turn over in the trade.  

     As for the scribes who are mentioned 

here and signed these receipts, they are: 
Imn-Htp sA Pa- wn  
      He signed one receipt (no.4) in this 

study. The scribe Phtres son of 

Hartophnachthes associated with him. This 

scribe is mentioned twice in two published 

receipts of the same oil payments and one of 

them for year eleven of Ptolemy III 

Euergetes as it is in our receipt.
24

 

Devauchelle read the scribe's name as (@r-
nfr sA PA-tA.wj), but the demotic signs seem 

clearly for the reading as (Imn-Htp sA Pa- 
wn).

25
 

 PA-Htr sA @r-tAj=f-nxT … PA-Htr 
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     This scribe is known from a long list of 

oil and salt payments running from year 

thirty of Ptolemy II Philadelphus until year 

twenty five of Ptolemy III Euergetes. Seven 

receipts of oil payments will be added here 

for the previous long list at the   same 

period, other scribes associated with him. 
26

   

PA-tj-Imn-nsw-tA.wj sA Pa -tA.wj 
      He signed eleven receipts of oil and 

compulsory labor payments, dated from year 

thirteen to year twenty three of Ptolemy III 

Euergetes; two of them are attested in this 

study. 
27

 Wångstedt attributed our scribe to 

Thebes but he is well known in Elephantine. 
28

  
PA-$nm sA PA-@r 
     This name is recurred as a scribe in ten 

receipts, dated from year thirty five of 

Ptolemy II Philadelphus to year thirteen of 

Ptolemy III Euergetes. All receipts deal with 

oil, sheep and yoke payments, all of them 

are signed by other scribes on behalf of our 

scribe Pachnoumis son of Pauris.
29
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