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Abstract

The political Zionism movement has long been with
associated with Theodor Herzl (1860-1904), the spiritual
father of Israel. However, this study shed light on Rabbi
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Jehuda Alkalay (Sarajevo1798- Jerusalemi878), that had a
great impact on shaping Herzl's new orientation from
asking the Jews to be assimilated in the societies they
were living in, into demanding for a Jewish state in
Palestine. This relationship between the two men is due
to a strong bond that connected the two families through
three generations, started in Zemun (now a part of
Belgrade) and ended in Vienna. Also, the study focuses on
the Balkan circumstances at the time and how that
affected and shaped Rabbi Jehuda’s new orientation from

religious to political Zionism.
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