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A Study of the Problematic Issues of Modality in
Logic and Linguistics: Application to Naguib
Mahfouz’s Novel “Adrift on the Nile”

Ahmed Mohamed Abdel-Rahman Hassanein
Department of Arabic - Faculty of Arts, Assiut University —

Egypt
Email :: Ahmed-Hassanain2@art.aun.edu.eg

Abstract:

Modality is a universal linguistic phenomenon that
simply means the speaker’s attitude towards what he says.
Despite its simplicity and universality, it poses numerous
cognitive, conceptual and methodological problems, which
the present research attempted to identify and find solutions
to them. This research is divided into two sections. The first
section is theoretical and aims at identifying the problematic
issues of modality in logic and linguistics in terms of its
definition, the type of the utterance, the types of modality, the
overlap of the term with other terms, and the problems
associated with its reception and interpretation and their
negative effects. The second section is practical and aims at
showing the involvement of the speaker in the communicative
process as an entity immersed in its discourse having his own
attitudes and judgments towards his utterances. This section
also aims at showing how modality is achieved in Arabic
through actual uses, not through made-up examples. The
results of the present research indicate that modality is
concerned with both language and belief, and not only with
belief and conceptualization as Aristotle claims, and that
Arabic is broader in expressing modality than European
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languages and richer in ways of achieving each type of
modality. The present research also concludes that each type
of modality cannot be separated from the other types because
an utterance expressing modality can express more than one
type at the same time.

KeyWords: Modality — Utterances expressing modailty —
Propositional content — Linguistics and Logic- Adrift on the
Nile-
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(1)Robert 1. Binnick (1991): Time and the Verb a Guide to Tinse and
Aspect, Oxford University press. Inc. p.135.

(2) Boldan, Eric M. (2001): Aspectual Approaches and Habituality.

(http://www.ericboldan.com/linguistics.htm)

(3) Joan Bybee, Revere Berkins and William Pagliuca (1994): The

Evolution of Grammar: Tense, Aspect and Modality in The Languages
of The World, The University of Chicago Press Ltd., London, Chapter
Six "mood and Modality, p.176.

—®;




b glaa il " Juil) 568 8 )0 %\JJQA%&MUA‘QQ\AM\J&M\@@\Q‘il&fa}j

oib ) (A gy L i 10 oy An ) Liaged i) e
Gpidia gl £ gdaga A G (Y Ay ey B jhaay B e cuils cildl jiey)
dgad) aliy on o Gighglly Jgteay - @nbill Bala Jail) (38 5 50 Adl g (e
redlSia e Lo ani Loy clibudl) by (shiadl 8
P (ot e 0§ Gl ( Al i — )

L Agal) Ciy i ) dagdl) A ghia) 8 A&kl (aps Gl
(Pure proposition) 33w Llad 1) W geud A1 Addail) LLGAEY agd gl
= ALl A" :lgly L gd e s .(Modal proposition) dgase ¢ silg
i o 5 clge s sal Lglsana dsag kS o Juib Apda)  panay (S
(mtbig cJpady qmdy o) gy cadiang cJainay g g may «(Saa Ll gh
il Al A Aga gal Apadll g ()l il Lag (oS cJalingg e
Bl Lgle Jay Bl 3 gf (b g 859l (e LS Jind) Bl Pl
(1 Epai) Agn ey Ll Jin) Aliadla g LgidS e Jy 1)

L e ce\ﬂﬂi cSJAm‘ s:\,'n.AléS‘ 2\3)’.43\ J\J ‘z\ﬁj‘ éhla UJ! JAxa :w‘gﬂ‘ (al.q.u (\)
s sadaal) O gt g gty 3gmana tdad i (g pgaal) (Bhalal) 108 5 o Bl
Ay uac(é..\) Yl ‘:\,'\a.nla.ﬂ

cH.ﬁ\ é;lé‘) :ﬁmj é#J w sg-.\\Jm\ Al &2‘:“3‘ gus G chL)ﬂ\ :g-.l“)m\ (Y)
A griga 109 ATy s wd JBLG 100 /Y @V AAS (U g ¢ udall 2
c?\**" N ‘01_'\.)3 (g sOJﬂU ou..ﬁ :\e:\S.A sg‘)ﬂ‘ Ale ém‘ ?SG Glathas
XY e

‘J_Eé ‘aa‘g.m (Aasal) J\.\ cﬂ@éﬂﬁ\ - Q\JM\ ‘(éJM‘ ‘523.4\ HELYE u.iux (Y')
AY ua‘e\‘\‘\i AP

—@;




-

b glaa il " Juil) 568 8 )0 Q\JJ@M@UA‘QQAM\JGM\@@\Q‘il&fa}j

AN guali S A —Clyadl (pla (e agdl LaS— ghaial) 8 dgalld
Lo A0l o Ly A pal) o) Adpand) Apcal) (A @ gudagall J panall dpaad (30
Ui ) g o sl (A jgal B puandy inll aSallg) lie aSa ¥) A
gl sldl Joa Aala i dgay A o U ofa Ua o (S5
toilta o Ja aludl A e a8 dga Gl b L puandy cdgihaial)
G clgall el g asedi (b yig (oSaall g caiiaall g ccual gl
Jeaiwal) /adiaall g «(The necessary) gogsal /cal gl @ juedd) dzgya
The ) J—isally ((The possible) ¢—=<aallg «(The impossible)
Ll g ray Jaiaall g oaal) o s 49 ¢(cONtingent
ol (B gy Al e Agal) iyt e Gy @) Jlay g
= o S0 s—anall o Al uii g dgadl dall) halud puia ga —lagl gl
d—a s Agall Jgaras (3l — AV g T aran gl sl o g Sf g gal
CaliieY) g Aall & % Lgdl ol Sz LAl AgSal) s LY B o esi clgad)
(b Apdall JA1a gl AalY (§8a3 ) gua Alalial) A (pe iy daga Alidd
Ledsana (158 AN Agal) — ) sopisma o g AT Y D A gl il
Ll gara (198 A s AV (Bugpd dmw asal)) 1fia Aapy dpid L ihia)
Bosm—all ¢ ax (S psal) O 559000) e Ay Apad J pana (Ablal)
Lallll e 4ily cAgihial) Aallll e Jalo gl ki) Jalad) b J6Y)
() Aoy wl) dplall) Jgana o 18 a5 (Adverb) Mo aaia 455ai)
AalS) cuils Al 3 guall By . Jganall 13a A gl Lilala a3 40) o A
4padl) 5 giaa A Lesaia (Propositional operator) bgad Stale dugad
5 5—inall g ¥ g—ana —gal) Julad) () g<d Ay i Apiad JudY) B a1

—@;




-

EJEM%;JS”M\&JASJSJT M\JJUAMM\JA“AMM\JM\UA@\u‘il&m\

Igcal) dagi i By Jgeasal) Al JS B G gad iaia o gudaga (g puail
) Jaladlg lygaiSale gal) ahiall Jalad) (158 ¢ @99 LS Anpuad)
Adaal) jaaly g 9ad Jalad Jgara dggadl) Aalill e ga A gy (Alaial)

Aalll) e gl ¥ gira Alalall Cipad) B dgal Jpara OlS Ll
(b Sl g sl G pajladl) Giaa L (e cdg gad) dpalil) (e Y Agilaial)
Bag—a5a Aga and gl TAlasund) ApBlly JLAY) g and A Ja g Agad) auy
A AW Bosall o aghie B i) By . a0E g A Gl gAY B
g esbd¥) 8 Agal) ¢ oo cpll) ABhL) amy gl oo ual) Joi
= A—gad) o sl 0l ABhlia) jgeai 8 umal) JSAY & Al B ) gual
‘_.Le_\ss,hw\qﬂ@mu.mmjmmmsdy\usﬂ, Jaliiey) ¢ 4aty
cdlsy JAal Cpibadl) ¢S] 0B Adapy Ay 5 A 5 dpdad Led pana A
bl apall ) staia cha dgad) b L a3 A A6V Aad) A dlls

' Glbaadl] (& Al whipad — ¥

aal gl ol A 4d) s dgall i Joa Cpibaadd i) ga il
O gl g Al pugay cdgall oggdal (Gadaa (o Adliia il ga ¢) b (oS
) g iy 2l & IR A —lakb i) gal) Alana cuilS g . by Y
Gl 1l B Alal) clilaal) g A g aaleal) Gand U S JNA Gy
G Lgliad b LAY (Cpmy daa) g Lageadii ¥ g claal g Wy e aad o Jladil
Mia (A g0 pmd cilgall Lihaial ol Alal o adlad Alaial) »ggdally Sl
alelic) Adde 4ysall cilga sall Jlae Gl () gy ) Al

‘u.u"g_"l s@m Mﬂ\ J\.ﬁ\ sﬁl,'uw\\g ‘523.4\ gj QL#\ :‘?)Aw\ U.ul..\.ﬁ 2 gada (\)
K ua‘e"~\'l c\h

—




-

b glaa il " Juil) 568 8 )0 Q\JJ@M@UA‘QQAM\JGM\@@\Q‘il&fa}j

=p 3 b Jaa ¥ Al gal Lygun o8 patlie Gy 4 ¢(3hid) ale
so—bia o Lhse ol giods (lubul dagad BAY) (shid) ale cilgn g
Ay Ailarw s Al g Al gl el jad Iy cuilsh Laldl) b)) 4 e
Ciy ) Sy ey il (g0 ciuiailly A 9B Ly 8 aad o B LA gl
Sy Lt e g Basaia iyl 350 g Al Sy . Jutna (AY 5o
Jiay o AT Galy 4l oG dab 458 L of A3l clag Bysd dybuag
AR gagce 8 ke 4l o cliladl B adlad) ciy i) oS 13 L Ade
o Al (5 g e ail) 13 (b gy (g e 8 "4da gila ola (3hlEY) Jeldl
cclanail) o il s <l jaadil) £) s JS G e g AU Ciy 23 (5 puu
(0 L o Ve Agl) Cipage 431
Joba Laiin 4gal) asgda ) LS o Jgf alad Laid b JoLa 3y
paic Alaplld .5 AN g ¢ pSdll Giaag cAlaad) aggda cp ABMRY o Cighl
Jiail) ool Jadll 3, sa" &l g '3 b £y hal) JCi) A
Bu—sill Laf 'agd A4 ) gf o paii of caslada A e representation
iy o (M s S o Jolil Lgnsan AN Adil) Llaal) 48
b asaial sa g Agall oo sl (3& —J gV (Gl (a @S Aygal) B lal)
representation Juiaill sed « AY) Ll Slal 5 jlal) aa g5 Alal g 5Ll

O N AT e (B sadng 1Y Ga Naba) sl dan i Al gilal) 1 Sgh e ol (V)
ps—ia (e BILELLY) 4iCes Y Operatoires Allad amlia iy i ) s 1) Al
plgdind o S U cph N Aaal ok g2y cAliagas (o JB 1Y V) 43 sal
(AT 0a) " Rhia asgdall

OV @ (Aglh gilal) 1 gy Gl (V)

=@;



-

b glaa il " Juil) 568 8 )0 Q\JJ@M@UA‘QQAM\JGM\@@\Q‘il&fa}j

> b (e ) andl (oS . DISY Ulal anmg ¢ Sall Gaally Jagi pal)
QU5 L (N g ¢(le sujet modal) g2l aleléy (Un verbe modal)
Lie g puall) g giaall (38 g o (dictum) I aalall a9 (Modus) =)
PEINER]

dad o S Vg S 7 g0 8kl gy A " A O b s
=) J2il s . modalitedgad) asgha CidIS L Bgila ) 5 Lad) Ao
alsal o A digal) o alsaf g 4l g (ubaal) g asall CiDUAL Cilisy
gl by M o iy gy (a0 i e o dadl) e
by, o Lasa Uihia Yy Lase Lilad o0 o Agall 4l i o g <ol gL
S 5 Gmg (dictum) g sl £ g gall g (MOAUS) ¢ gl ) gaail)
L 9l Alanl)

Gl b Gy da g A cla ) Al Ll glula Lgb g
L sy (A Alylal) el Ly cblall) 5 AA1 anea Lgdjayy ()" i
Ji—ial) Ja) (A L g g £10) Agasi o Adbsa o8 ) (B alSial)
et (4l Ly ddma Jladl gl 4 gad g aladiady @lld 058 La Bale g

.
e

Ja) gil) S A6V il gl cilgan g AN g dlid o sliiga s

(1) Charles Bally (1944): Linguistique genérale et linguistique francaise (2e
éd. entierement refondue, entierement refondue. Berne, A. Francke,
s.a.p.p.35-38.

(2) M.AK. Halliday & Christian M.ILM Matthiessen (2004): An

introduction to functional grammar, Hodder Arnold, London, Third
Edition, 2014, p. 88.

(3) R. R. K Hartmann & F. C. Stork (1972): Dictionary of language and
linguistics, London: Applied Science Publishers, p.142.
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(1) Jinghua Zhang (2019): A Semantic Approach to the English Modality,
Academy Publisher Manufactured in Finland, Journal of Language
Teaching and Research, Vol. 10, No. 4, July 2019,P.879.

(2) Geoffrey Leech (1984): Meaning and The English Verb, Third Edition,
Longman London, p.71.

- Hans Jorg Schmidit (2000): English Abstract Nouns As Conceptual Shells:
from Corpus to Cognition, Series: Topics in English Linguistics, TiEL;
34, De Gruyter, Mouton, Berlin- New York p. 233.
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(1) Jinghua Zhang (2019): A Semantic Approach to the English Modality,

Academy Publisher Manufactured in Finland, Journal of Language
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(1) F.R. Palmer (1986): Mood and Modality, Cambridge Textbooks in
Linguistics, 2nd Edition, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, p.92.
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(1) John Lyons (1995): Linguistic Semantics An Introduction, P.254.

(2) Jinghua Zhang (2019): A Semantic Approach to the English Modality,
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(1)Joan Bybee, Revere Berkins and William Pagliuca (1994): The Evolution

of Grammar: Tense, Aspect and Modality in The Languages of The
World, p.176.
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(1) F.R. Palmer (1965): The English verb, Longman Linguistics Library,
London and New York, Second Edition, 1987, p. 156.
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