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Cultural and Social Determinants of Assisted Reproductive
Technologies — Intracytoplasmic Sperm Injection: An Anthropological
Study

Abstract:
The objective of this paper is to detect the concentrates of reproduction
culture in the rural society through uncovering the societal perception of the
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infertile feminine body. The paper addresses social stigma and isolation,
delayed conception popular treatment practices, causes and motivators of
assisted reproductive technologies, cultural and economic determinants of
intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI), and the cultural resulting
perception of reproduction technologies. A total of 30 women, already
subjected to ICSI once or more, made the research sample: 20 women from
Abu-Sleem village, and 10 from Mankareesh. The anthropological approach
was employed through field work guide in tandem with conducting in-depth
interviews. Significant findings were observed:

1. the rural society formulates a passive perception of the infertile
woman and her ICSI babies, and, thus, they both feel stigmatized;

2. the beliefs associated with popular treatments make a cultural source
that has an intellectual and spiritual influence over the individuals’
life;

3. the culture of the wrongdoing and religious belief both influence the
practice of ICSI in the rural society;

4. the relation between the woman conceiving through ICSI and her
husband’s family becomes disturbed.

Descriptors: infertility, culture, reproduction technology, ICSI
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