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Abstract:

Examining geminate examples in Modern Standard Arabic gives way to investigate the directionality of
lengthening in a strict CV-model. The analysis leads us to conclude that any given adjacent derived empty
categories, whether or not in one syllable, may trigger lengthening , and that lengthening functions
autosegmentally as the motivator of a head-final domain which holds between the geminate governor and its
governee.

Given examples showed that both vocal and consonantal lengthening processes apply leftwardly and
rightwardly, and it has been proven that an empty nucleus triggers the loss of the adjacent consonant whether it

is to its right or to its left.
Keywords: intersyllabic empty slots, lengthening directionality, EN effects
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