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Abstract 
The Social Impact of the current 

state of the Health Services in the 

Kurdistan Region – Iraq 

 

The Health sector is one of the 

most deteriorating sectors in Iraq in 

general. 

 The prominent features of this 

sector are the lack of services, the 

spread of disease, high infant 

mortality rates and the lack of health 

insurance. Despite the fact that the 

Region of Kurdistan differs from the 

rest of Iraq in terms of geography, 

administration and inhabitants, the 

health service in the region is no 

better than any other part of the 

country  

The region consist of three 

provinces: Erbil, DC, Sulaymaniyah 

and Dohuk and according to local 

statistics it had a  population of 

approximately (5351276) people in 

2011.  About 85% of the population 

are Kurds and the rest are Arabs, 

Turkmens, kldan, Srian and 

Assyrians  

This research focuses on the 

current state of the health service in 

the region and its social 

consequences.  It takes into account 

both birth and death rates and their 

impact on natural population growth, 

in addition to that it looks onto other 

issues such as the widening gap 

between different social classes in 

accessing health care.  Currently 

there are 59 hospitals with the 

aggregate capacity of 6841 beds in 

the region of Kurdistan, which 

means an average of 90700 people 

for each hospital and 1 bed for every 

782 people  

In the region of Kurdistan there 

are various reasons which make the 

population vulnerable to diseases and 

epidemics such as continuous wars, 

the use of chemical weapons in the 

region at various stages in the last 

three decades, the impact of the 

economic embargo during the 

nineties, poverty and water 

contamination.  All these factors 

have created an environment for the 

spread of a wide range of diseases 

such as lung infections, blood 

pressure, diabetes, cancer and 

various cardiac conditions.   In 

addition to all of this, the political 

unrest has a great impact on the 

mental and psychological wellbeing 

of the population  

Research evidence shows that a 

poor health service has catastrophic 

consequences on any society’s 

productivity and it’s ability to 

develop.  A  poor health service 

hinders population growth and 

reduces National Domestic Product.  

Currently there is a widening gap 

between different social classes in 

accessing health care in the region.  

The poor people with limited income 

receive limited and bad quality health 

care at public hospitals in the region, 

whilst the middle classes buy health 

care form private service providers or 

send their patients to the neighboring 

countries for treatment, and the 

upper classes and newly rich get the 

most advanced health care from the 

US, the UK and Europe.  This is 

creating an atmosphere of tension 

and social inequality among different 

classes and is exacerbating the 

problem of lack of social cohesion 

that already exists  
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