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Strong Democracy and its Enemies
A study in Benjamin Barber’s Philosophy
Abstract

Strong Democracy is a term coined by Benjamin Barber as a
title of a book of the same name, an important reference book
printed in 1984. In this book, Barber sets out a detailed view of
the state in which a strong democracy should be, distinguishing it
from a weak democracy. This is because the only manifestations
of democracy, such as existence of parties, periodic
parliamentary and local elections, and institutional structures
such as parliament, candidates lists and voters registers,
assuming their validity, does not in fact express a strong
democracy. His criterion of strength is the extent of citizen’s
participation in the democratic process. Participation is
gualitative, not quantitative depends on the time of elections,
the number of attendees, and the correct and invalid votes.
Therefore, the author distinguishes between what he calls
"representative democracy" and "participatory democracy". The
democracy of participation means permanent presence of
citizens before, during and after the electoral process through
permanent and continuous political and civic activities from the
base to the top, i.e. in parliamentary, local and trade union
elections and all forms of participation, it is the participation in
which the citizen practices politics and crystallizes his political
identity.

Barber points out that the most dangerous threat to a strong
democracy is the transformation of the political sphere into a
conflict between two parties: the first, the supporters of the
religious absolute, and the second the advocates of the market.
In the end, it is not possible to talk about democracy without
breaking the dependence of the people on these two groups,
and only then can we talk about democracy even if it is weak.
Key Words: Benjamin Barber — Strong democracy — Liberal
Democracy — Mac world - Jihad.
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