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Abstract of the article “Pre-Islamic Poem and Crisis of modern
criticism”
By
Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Mansour
Lecturer in Faculty of Arabic and Islamic studies
Cairo University, Fayoum Branch

The  researcher begins by a comprehensive
introduction about  the properties which idiosyncratically
characterized the Arabic poetry and defined its features
along its eras. Knowledge of these properties and their
meanings are essential for understanding and appreciating
the Arabic poetry. The researcher then presents his own
perspective of the definition of criticism and qualifications
of critics. Criticism for him is a level of interpretation and
explanation through which the cntic conveys the text to the
reader from his own perspective: adding, elaborating,
explaining, interpreting and analyzing. Alternatively. he may
show the drawbacks in which the critic may see the failure of
the writer to abide by the requirements of the performance
and fluency of expression.

This is done through standards of performance and
assessment  which are posited by the Arabs and were familiai
i the Arab  environment and on which the Arabic taste was

ostablished. The researcher then opposes the  hegamom
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the standards of criticizing  one nation’s literature on that of
another.  For this is affectation which represents a sort of
abhorred shortcoming and losing the heritage and identity of
the Arabic nation. This is because the standards approved by
one nation for its literature are not necessarily valid for that
of the other nations in any form or under any label.

The researcher presents the characteristics of
Judicious critic who adds by his crticism another work of art
than the criticized one. The researcher provides his analysis
of the nature of pre-Islamic literature and how unawareness
of this natre has led many of those who handled the pre-
Islamic  poem astray. The researcher scholarly defends the
unity of the pre-Islamic poem and{"bi)unteracts the claim of
its  disintegration.

The researcher concludes by presenting an analysis of
a pre-Islamic poem by Khaffaf Ibn Nodbah as suggested

practical model for dealing with the pre-Islamic poetry.
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