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Isma’il Galﬁyir (life, works, and artistic style)

Hossam Owais Tantawy
Faculty of Arts, Ain-Shams University, Egypt
hossam.awais@art.asu.edu.eg
Abstruct:

During the Qajari Period, Iran provided us with a numerous art works that defined
the name of the artisan Isma’il Galayir, These works show an advanced stage of Iranian
art during the period which extends from the end of the 13th century/ 19th AD until the
beginning of the 14th century AH/20th AD, it also reflects some of the prevailing trends
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of art during this period and it also displays the ideological and religious trends at the
time.

It is worthy saying that Isma’il Galayir is considered one of the most prominent
artisans of the Qajari court in general and Nasir al-Din Sah Qagar (1264-1313/1848-
1896) in particular. Despite his fame and artistic activity during the second half of the
13th century/19th AD, most of his works are unknown to most researchers, so far,
whereas most of them had been survived. These surviving works helps us to shed light
to the dates and to extract the most important features of his artistic style and the
characteristics of his works, especially when the sources and references are lack in
mentioning any details on it, and there is no any separate study for this subject.

The study will deal with four topics. The first is related to the life of Isma’il Galayir.
The second tackles his artistic works, as well as his illustrated and written ones, with a
description of his most prominent works. The third topic analyzes the general features
of Isma’il Galayir's artistic style. The last topic is concerned with the impact of sectarian
beliefs on his works.
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(5) Robinson, B.W., “Persian Painting under Zand and Qajar Dynasties”, in Cambridge History of Iran,
edited by Peter Avery, G. R. G. Hambly, C. Melville, Volume 7: From Nadur Shah to the Islamic
Republic, (Cambridge University Press, Third printing, 2008), p.887, pl.37.; Layla S. Diba, Maryam
Ekhtiar and others, Royal Persian Paintings, p.260, Fig. XXXII.; Manouchehr Broomand, "Jalayr, Esma’il
Khan", pp. 413-415; available online at: http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/jalayer-2 (accessed 1
September 2016)
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Manouchehr Broomand, "Jalayr, Esma’il Khan", pp. 413-415; available online at:
http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/jalayer-2 (accessed 1 September 2016)
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