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ECONOMIC POTENTIALS TO BRIDGE THE FISH GAP IN
EGYPT

Anebar, M.A. A.
Institute of Agricultural Economic Research, Agric. Research Center

ABSTRACT

Demand on fish in the last years has had surpassed the supply. Fish is
one of the main animal protein provider needed to sustain the health and
wellbeing of humans. Especially in Egypt where it suffers about 20% shortage
in animal protein, and a low per capita consumption compared to international
standards. Fish wealth sector contribute by about 7.36% of the total value of
the agriculture production, and with 35.5% of the total value of animal
production during the period of 2000-2003. Net revenue of the fish sector is
equivalent to about 9.42% of the agriculture net revenue, and 44.5% of the
animal net revenue. In addition, the fish sector provides job openings to
combat the unemployment problem.

Egypt suffers of a cute food gap in fish production reaches about 26%
as an average for the period of 2001-2003. Is it possible to bridge that gap or
at least curb it? Is it possible to control its prices to make it available for
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consumers at reasonable prices? The study aims at answering these
questions.

The study illustrated a detailed description of each source that includes
the area, production, relative importance, and per feddan productivity for the
period of 2001-2003. Then the study demonstrated the total production of all
sources, their development and development for the period of 1985-2003.
The study revealed that fish cultivation occupied the first rank concerning
total production with about 45%, followed by North Lakes and seas, then the
Nile and its farms, finally came Internal Lakes with Nasser Lake as number
one. The study also demonstrated fish production structural changes.

Then the study illustrated fish consumption development, fish gap, per
capita consumption for the period of 1985-2003. Consumption function, for
that period, revealed that an increase of 6% of fish prices would to a
decrease of consumption by 0.74% and an increase in red meat and poultry
by about 0.24% and 0.10% respectively. An increase in per capita income
and increase in population by 1% would lead to increase in fish consumption
by 0.72% and 8.87% respectively. The study also presented the outlook
regarding food sufficiency for the years 2010 and 2015 with different
expected scenarios.

The study also presented a selected number of indicators regarding
the market mix for fish that clarified marketing differences between
producers, wholesalers, retailers. Moreover, the distribution of marketing
margins revealed that the wholesalers receive the lion's share for Cichlid,
Mullet, Sardines and Macaroni fish, where they receive about 53.5, 56.5,
58.2, and 62.2% respectively. About karameets the retailers receive about
58.3% of its marketing margins.

Finally, the study tackled the foreign trade of fish and the development
of the quantity and value of its imports and exports during the period of 1985-
2003. Concerning the stability of these factors, instability coefficient revealed
that export quantities did not exceed 1% of the total production of Egypt;
however, its prices surpassed the import prices due to difference in species.
Finally, the study illustrated the main obstacles and problems stand in the
face of the development of fish wealth in Egypt.

1504



J. Agric. Sci. Mansoura Univ., 31 (3), March, 2006

1505






J. Agric. Sci. Mansoura Univ., 31 (3): 1483 - 1504, 2006

(Yoo ¥ —V4A0) b il 5 il Aalisal) USY) jalas G pas

3 e NI ki (Y) o, g

Yoor [yaax [ yooy [y | as an | oav a a0 qt av | avy ay . A4 AL oA ] A | Ae @ gind)
sl
Aaplall jaladll
YA 1o 1. oo a. 1A oy ) £¢ 1 fo gt = vo g g v | vy | vy L sl jal)
ay A4 ve % va ot oo 1 " 2 £y Y £ it YA | YA Yy | vy Yl el
° o ° 1 ¥ ¥ Y \ ) ) ) - - - - - - - - sl 5
Y14 | vea | ra SRR EEE ) s an NS Vo A ¢ on 5o | oo el Al
B K YA Ve e YY Ye Yy YY Yo YV Yo Yt YY Yo K Y. Yy | vy 3 seend) %
Adlail) <yl
vy vy 1A v o [ ova o | ey | 1 o4 1 o4 T | e Y. 14 vy | oan EPA]
1y 0 o4 oY oo 04 o4 04 o4 oo £A oY oY oA £Y Yy Yo Yy VY ol
VY )Y N 4 3 Ve Y Ve A Ve A A 3 Ve A V. q A v <
A v 1 1 ° ° 1 ¢ 1 ¢ ¢ ¢ Y Y ¢ A A 4 A L 4
Yodq | ve. | Vit Ve YYE | VoY [ YV [ YT | Y)Y [ YA | VY& | AYY [ YY | OFY [ e [ Ve | 0y [ v | A PR REN WA
X% YA Ve Y. iR YA | ¥, Y4 v Yo vo IS IS vq vi YY | ra D 3 seanl) %)
PR RERIFEC]
° ° ¥ ¥ $ Y Y Y Y Y Y Y v v Y Y Y v ¥ Ja sl
Alalall el |
| ) 3 ¢ Y ) 3 3 3 - 3 | Y | 3 ) v Y Y o5
) ) ) Y Y ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) ) kA
"\ v YA 3% £) f0 oy ‘o o) vY Y4 vl ove Y¢ Yo Yo Yo Yo [ va el
| ) - - v v Y Y Y 3 ) ) ) - - - 3 - - sl 55l
va v A vy Y¢ oV 0 °q o) ov | ™ v vA ) Y4 Ya Y4 VY V| Y | claaidl, @l e Al
¢ ¢ € ¥ A Y VY Y Ve Y. 3 X VY 3 3 3 Y Y| ¢ 3, seen)) 0%,
FREURTIKIN
e ave | A 1 Y RS 1 oA | oA | o £ x £y vq vq vy YA | vy ac g iy Juill
Ve Yo Ve X Y VY Ve Yo Ve Y Ve X Y VY VY VY V) Y 3 3 seen)) 0%,




Anebar, M.A. A.

¢ v ¥ Y ol o ol e |y - - - - - - - - - - oSadl g, 5]
A [ raa | ovea | oven [ xes [ v [y | oo | sy | ove | ve | vo | o | vo | va [ vr | vy | vy [ v s s i

£ ) 305 oS ol
Y Y Y Y Ve | oy v ol oye | ova [ ve [ xe [ xo [ xo | YA | Yy | vy | oo 300 dss
eYe | YVE | veEY | Y. [ YYR [ ova | Av | @y | vY | ov | et | n. | ne | v | ve | <y | oo | £ | vA 1) e
£ it o Y Yo | Yo | V8 | YV | A | & | ve | W | v | YA | Y- | Y- | V8 | v | Ve L) sennd) %
AYY | Ao | VI3 | VXYY | TER | 081 | £oV | €YY | £.9 | YA | YoV | YEV | YEo | ¥FA | YYY | Yeu | YAT | YA | YéR Y

A Sanadl B g Al Lpaiil datad) Liggd) & jaaall

S Jsia L dleult Ao )5 g Sl £1, 5 1 Lad Gadbua D) %Y ¢ L) Bliaa ¢l IV sl



J. Agric. Sci. Mansoura Univ., 31 (3), March, 2006



