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Abctract : 
       This study aimed to identify the reality of human development indicators in the Arab countries, and the 

reality of Arab women's participation in them. The study also aimed to identify obstacles to women's 
participation in comprehensive development. To achieve these goals, we have relied on the data available in the 
World Human Development Report 2009 and the Arab Human Development Report 2009. 

The results of the study revealed that there is a great disparity between Arab countries in the levels of human 
development in educational, health, and decent life opportunities for all citizens regardless of gender. The results 
of the study also revealed that there is a slight gap between men and women in the levels of human development 
in the areas of education, health, and a decent life in the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council, but this gap 
widens in the rest of the Arab countries with medium and low human development, especially in Djibouti, 
Somalia and Yemen. Also, the results of the study showed that there is a large gap between men and women in 
the field of human development, which is based on economic and political participation and decision-making in 
all Arab countries where data for the empowerment of women are available. In addition, political and cultural 
factors remain an impediment to women's participation, especially in the economic and political spheres. Finally, 
the future prospects for women's participation in comprehensive development depend on the success that Arab 
countries will achieve in the areas of comprehensive development with their social, economic and political 
dimensions at the level of society in general and women in particular by establishing factors of justice and 
equality between people and expanding life opportunities for all and enhancing the economic and political 
participation of men and women. Keywords: Human Development, Women, Gender, Arab World. 
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