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Abstract
The social reality of the Jews of Yemen in the literature of **Mordechai Tabib™
The novel "'Like the grass of the field"

Mordechai Tabib has been a prominent figure in the contemporary
Hebrew literature, as one of the earliest writers, the most interested in
addressing the reality of the Jewish community in Yemen in his literary
writings. This has been represented in his novel "The Grass of the Field",
which has been considered as one of the most prominent prose works,
that dealt with the social and the cultural reality of the Yemenite Jews
following their emigration to Palestine in the early days of the Jewish
settlement. This has led the critics of the Hebrew literature to call him as
"The Writer of The Community". This study sheds light on many aspects
of the social reality that were encountered the members of this
community through selected examples from the novel. This has been
reflected in the aspects of the struggle of generations, and the problems
of the integration within the components of the Jewish society on the
shade of social and cultural changes that they witnessed, which in turn
led to an inter-conflict between the traditions they acquired in Yemen,
and the new values of the "Israeli society” in terms of the traditional
Jewish education, the status of Yemeni women, and the issues of the
social settlement. The study revealed the psychological and the social
suffering of the members of this community, and their sense of alienation
in "Israel”. Images of the racial discrimination and the sectarian conflict
suffered by the first immigrants from the Jews of Yemen by the
Ashkenazi Jews have been addressed in this study as well. This paper has

also pointed out the manifestations of the exploitation and the social
oppression that occurred to the Jews of Yemen.

Keywords: Contemporary Hebrew literature, social reality, Yemenite Jews,
sect, Grass of the Field.
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